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jtself in a difficult position; and I would
not be one, as a member of that Party, to
get on the hustings and teil the people that
we will solve the housing problem within
a very short period. I do not think that
would be fair to the people. They should
be told the truth; and the more responsible
Ministers and members of Parliament keep
to the truth, the better it will be for the
Government, for Parliament, and for the
people generally.

I hope there will ba no more misleading

statements by any member of the Govern-.

ment, or any advertisements designed to
hoodwink the people. If these controls
are mairntained, it will have the effect of
enabling the Government to build as many
homes for the people as possible, and also
any essential Government jobs they desire,
sueh as schools and hospitals. It will pre-
vent hotels and theafres and other com-
paratively non-essential establishments
from being erected. Therefore I hope the
Government will not throw controls over-
board for some time to come. This is a
very serious social problem. I think every
oune of us comes in contact with people liv-
ing in congested and sometimes pnmmve
conditions, Many young people are growing
np without the benefit of a proper home life
and that is bound fo react detrimentally to
the State in the future, unless we quickly
minimise the problem which is so pro-
nounced today.

In my dealings with the officers of the
deparfment, I have found them obliging
and courteons. I pay the Minister this
compliment: He puts forward his case on
behalf of the Government, which I do not
take hook, line and sinker, but I think he
has applied bimself to the task of manag-
ing this department to the best of his
ability. I fully realise the difficult posi-
tion in which he has been placed.

Progress reported,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R, McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : T move—

That the Houre at its rising ad]oum tlll
2,30 p.m. fomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 11.25 p.m,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

As to Rescinding Resolution.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE ((iascoyne) [12.32]:
I move—

That Standing Order 181 be suspended to
enable a1 motion to be considered forthwith to
rescind the motion moved by the Premier at
the sitting on Wedneaday, the Tth Scptember,
1949, which deals with the cessation of debates
at certain times on dates specified.

I shall endeavour to make my remarks as
briet as the House will permit. It is ob-
vious, from what has happened since the
moving of the Premier’s motion, that it
was quite unnecegsary, and time has shown
how impracticable it was for sufficient time
to be given to DMinpisters to give even a
sketehy introduction of the Estimates of
their departments whieh still have to be
considered by the Chamber. At the time
of ‘moving the motion, had business pro-
ceeded torthwith, that wonld have heen the
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ease; there would not have been time for
Ministers, in as brief a manner as they
might care to adopt, to have explained the
Estimates of their depariments without
any comment—and certainly without any
criticism—from either side of the House.
The motion permitted no chance to debate
matters of vital publie interest.

At that time the Minister for Housing
had not introduced the Estimates of his
department, and it is unnecessary for me
to recapitulate the details of the depart-
ments still to be considered, and which
were outlined in the course of debate last
week. The debate then clearly showed that
considerable feeling was engendered by
the Premier’s motion, and the Opposition
took a course, quite properly, to defend
the position. Indeed, in addition to the
feeling engendered then, it is not a good
thing for politics, nor for the parlia-
mentary conduet in this Chamber, to
throw away the traditional relationships
that have always existed here. At the time
of the moving of the motion there were three
normal sitting days left in which to listen
to Ministers give details of their depart-
ments and making the claims we feel they
wonid make in defence of their adminisira-
tion, without any consideration at all being
possible by members. The purpose of the
motion was not to get the business of the
House or the legislation finished; it was not
to deal expeditiously with matters apper-
taining to the House, but was simply in
the interests of the Government and the
two members who intend to contest Federal
seats. That was, and still is the position,
and I would like to know whether the
Government denies it.

The Premier: I did not deny it.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: Since the Premier
did not and does not deny it, let us test
the bona fides of whether Parliament should
conduect its business in this way. It will

be known, I take it, by the members eon--

cerned when they anticipate they will re-
sign. I- assume the Government has an
idea, too, when that will be necessary, so
without introducing haste, and without
forcing Parliament to attend to its work in
&n unseemly manner, I would like to test
the bona fides of the Governmeni in this
way: Let us ¢carry my motion to enable me
to move a second one to resecind the Pre-
mier’s motion. Let us adjonrn Parliament
next week, for a reason T shall outline
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later, and let us on the following Tuesday
pags a Supply Bill—withput any comment
if"the Premier likes——and then adjourn the
House for a couple of months to enable
the members to whom I have referred, to
resign, and to permit of the by-eleetions
necessary to fill their seats, to take place. .
The House could then consider, well before
the normal Christmas vacation, the Esti-
mates now presented to Parliament, and
whatever legislation was still on the notice
paper. That would be the fair approach
to the matter. -

Let us see whether we can conclude the
business of this House with due decorum
and without the rush that is being foreed
upon all members, In addition, let us get
away from the humbug that is being pre-
sented to the public as fto which
Party is to blame in this matter. Let us
seriously contemplate what I have sug-
gested and adjourn, when this House ad-
jqurns today, for all next week, and pass
a’ Supply Bill necessary to earry the Gov-
ernment over until the Appropriation Bill
is passed after we resume following the
resignations of members, and the filling of
their seats. That, toe, would enable some-
thing very impartant, in my view, to take
place, without any misunderstanding, and
that is the recognition by this Government
and this Parliament, of the proper stand-
ing of the King’s representative in this
community. It would mean that the Pre-
mier could then aceompany the Governor
General—or any of his Ministers conld—
and the members of {he districts visited by
the Governor General could be present.

If a selfish thought is proveked, I, too,
could aceept, the many invitations I have re-
ceived from the Mayors of cities and towns
of this State to be present at their fune-
tions for the Governor General. That is an
important, angle which this House should
eonsider. I take this oppoitunity of clari-
fying the position with regard to pairs,
whieh have been the subject of very mueh
misunderstanding and some misrepresenta-
tion. There has been much talk about the
Leader of the Opposition not = granting
pairs, and I will show, without any chance
of challenge, just how fair I have been in
this matter. I invite members to look at
‘‘Hansard’’ of the 6th August, 1947. On
that day, on the first occasion when I was
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on my feet in this House in the life of the
present Government, with ‘reference to
pairs I said—

Although my comments may be eonsidered
to be more appropriate on the Address-in-reply
. than on the Supply Bill, I wisk to make the
position elear in case the Address-in-reply de-
bate is not continued today, so that the Premier
will understand my desires. The Premier may
zest assured of this, that in the case of Com-
monwealth-called conferences, it will be my
pleasing duty to arrange that be and the Min-
ister accompanying him will be granted pairs.
In addition, in cases of walid sickness there

will be no reluctance on our part to see that
" the members so affected are granted pairs. 1
want to make the position quite clear, so that
the Premier will have no worry whatever in
arranging the absence of himself and Minis-
ters where conferences are concerned, '

Not only have I honoured that in both word
and spirit, but I have also gone very much
further than thai. There are private mem-
bers on the other side of the House who
know how their desires have been met on
many oceasions, but I insist upon this point,
that it is not the responsibility of the Op-
position to grant pairs willy nilly to mem-
bers who may wish t{o pursue their own
pleasures or desires away from Parliament.
What is the attitude of the Premier on that
matter? It is the proper one, that the place
of members is in this Chamber, whether they
be anxious to go to military eamps or else-
where. In all those cases it bas been by per-
sonal desire and anxiely to give to any mem-
ber, if I could mnot properly grant him a
pair, a personal assuranece that in his ahsence
I would raise nothing to warrant his pre-
sence. I can see four members on the Gov-
ernment side of the Honse, now, to whom I
gave that assurance—that I would raise
nothing fo warrant their presence in the
Chamber if they wished to pursie their own
desires and be absent.

I am afraid that on occasions I have been
far too generous, in the light of the unfair
and unhealthy comment that has been made
in connection with my attitude. What is the
position regarding the Premier or his Min-
ister who must attend the petrol conference?
There has never been any doubt about those
things, and so I hope we shall not have any
further misconception or misunderstanding.
I would ask members on the Government
side of the Honse how many times they bave
been granted pairs by the two Independents

~ who sit on this side of the House? If they
do not know, I can tell them. Since the first
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time those two Independents sat in this
Chamber—quite properly they make their
own decisions in that regard—how many
times have members on the Government side
asked them for pairs, and what is the reason§
The reason why the Independents are not
asked for pairs is that the Government feels
that they are its majerity. Let us see who
have been playing fair in this business and
who have been almost misleading themselves
in that regard. A list of pairs taken out for
the period since 1946 shows just what has
happened, :

The Independents, quite properly, if it
suits them, pair with each other. They might
have different views on a subjeet that the
House is to decide, and so they pair with
each ofher, but we do find that on two occas-
sions the member for Maylands has given a
live pair, once in econnection with a child
welfare Bill and once in ¢onneetion with a
Crown Suits Bill. But what have members
opposite attempted to do? I have spoken
to the Whip of the Government Parties many
times on this point and have said, “Why do
not your members seek pairs from the In-
dependents?”’

Mr. Brand: Becaunse they are Independ-
ent. .

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: Because they sit
on this side of the House and are anti-Gov-
ernment so far as the forms of Parliament
are concerned, and there is a perfect right
for any member to seek a pair from them
and for them to give it. But it is obvious
that if the Government wanted to have a
live pair from this side of the House,
whether it could be given in the valid absence
of another or in giving a live pair, it conld
be granted. I take up the same attitude as
the Premier on this point, which is that the

rosponsibility of members js to this Parlia-

ment and to be in this Parliament. That is
the Premier’s attitnde, and it is my own. Do
not lei us have any more misunderstanding
on this point. I am not going to take np a
lot of time on this motion.

I try at all times not to waste the time of
this Chamber. I spoke in eritical vein in
reply to the Premier’s speech on his Budget
and, as is not unusual from a Treasurer,
reeeived no comment in reply, but it raises
this point, that although it was my intention
to speak in very eritical vein on the Housing
Estimates, with this guillotine hanging over
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us I must surely give a ehance to many mem-
bers on both sides of the House, and especi-
ally on the Government side, who used the
plea that they were going to speak on the
departmental Estimates. I ean name half
a dozen who said that to me—that they were
not going to speak on the general debate
but would speak on the departmental Votes.
Are they going to? Of course not. They will
not have opportunity of doing so, and that
is the important point. What chance have
they? Is it that the Government fears them
also in ecritieism?  They are certainly
muzzled, not necessarily by a decision of
Party or Government within the Parfy room,
but by a decision of Parliament expressed in
the motion of the Premier last week.

Could it not be—to revert for one moment
to the question of the petrol conference that
is to be held on the 28th September in an-
other State, and fo which I understand the
Minister for Railways will go—that as an
outcome of that conference, legislation by
this Chamber will be necessary? Are we to
ignore that possibility? Are we wilfully to
say that we can do nothing becanse this Par-
liament has risen, and are we therefore pre-
tending, so far as this Government is con-
cerned, that it is going to co-operate and
collaborate? The publie of this State might
well be left high and dry with regard to the
petrol sitnation if this House is to be ad-
journed, as it will adjourn according to the
Premier’s motion, leaving such matters as
the vital legislation now on the notice paper
and perhaps legislation affecting the petrol
sitnation nnattended to. I refer members to
Standing Order No. 181 which provides for
the rescission of molions and, it will be not-
iced, provides for seven days notice to be
given. What iz the unse of seven days notice
in lhis ease? Therefore my object i#to sus-
pend that Standing Order to permit of my
moving a subsequent motion to rescind the
Premier’s motfion of the 7th September, to
enable a reasonable period for the considera-
tion of the remaining portion of the Esti-
mates, the State Trading Concern Estimates,
Loan Estimates and the Appropriation Bill.

I care not whether the Minister for Hous-
ing takes five minutes or five hours in reply-
ing to his Estimates but I invite him to tell
this House when he does so just what chance
have we had of fully discussing the hous-
ing Estimates. It does not matter how late
we sit tonight, we will not have had a chanee
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of fully considering all of the Estimaies un-
less we sit tomorrow, Sunday and Monday
as well. If the Premier wants o finish the
Estimates on-Tuesday night then I say that
we have not had sufficient time to consider
them. Then, at 9 p.am. oo Tuesday the Gen-
eral Estimates are taken en bloe. . On
Thursday it is provided, without any chance
of discussing the State Trading Coneerns
and their Estimates, that they shall be de-
cided in one day’s sitting.

The Loan Estimates are to be discussed
between those times and if we disecuss the
State Trading Concerns Estimates between
9 p.m, next Tuesday and 9 pan. on the
Thursday it means that we have one day
only to diseuss the Loan Estimates or to
give a complete analysis of them. Then,
they must be passed. 8o, although we are
passing a £20,000,000 Budget and a
£12,000,000 Loan programme, this is what
the Government expects of us, If is neither
fair to Parliament nor to the community as
& whole. It will avoid the critieism which
certain departments must receive, But, what
chance will we have of dealing with ihe
Attorney General's Department which con-
trols prices? None whatever!

The Attorney General: Yuu bave had oue
opportunity already. ,

Hon. P. J. 8. WISE: Of course we do
not know at any time what the Attorney
General might say, but we certainly know
that on this oceasion his Estimates for that
department will not have to be introduced
and he will not be forced to say anything in
justification of his administration.

The Attorney General: You have had one
full debate en prices already.

Hon. F. J. §. WISE: We had a debate
on prices which was nothing to do with the
Estimates for that department. The Atior-
ney General knows full well that he will not
have to introduce his Estimates for the
Prices Branch, -

Hon. J. B.-Sleeman: He doesn’t want to
do it, either.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Of course he does
not, and that goes for several other Min-
isters as well. So, I hope that the Govern-
ment ean see its way clear to aceepting this
motion which will enable ns to avoid the
odinm attaching to the Government and its
iwo members who must resign if they wish
to contest Federal seats. By all means allow
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them to resign, but let us stand adjounrned
" while they do so and let us have the by-elec-
tions as quickly as possible. After that we
can reassemble fully to discuss the Estimates.
While those by-elections are being carried
out Parliament eould still be in session and
if that were done we could deal with all
the items that are on tbe notice paper and
might be added to it. '

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington} [2.55]: There has been
1714 hours debate on this particular motica
already.

Mr. Rodoreda: We have heard all that
before.

The PREMIER: I am going fo say what
I want to say and not what is infended to
please members.

Mr. Yates: Give the Premier a go. We

gave you a po.

The PREMIER : T ean look after myself.
I intend to read once again a few figures for
the benefit of the Leader of the Opposition
who was not present the other evening when
I moved the motion, I am not going to ad-
mit that members have not had an oppor-
funity to diseuss the Estimates, nor am I
going to admit that the Government has had
co-operation in getting its business throngh
this session.

Mr. Rodoreda: You have not had any
business.

The PREMIER: On the general debate
47 hours were taken. On the items dealing
with the departments which I eontrol, nine
hours were taken. A record; never anything
approaehing it before!

Mr. Fox: With 44 members and nine
hours, how mueh would that give each mem-
ber? ¥t would not be very many minutes.

The PREMIER : I have not worked that
out.

Mr. Fox: It would be about 10 minutes for
each member.

The PREMIER : On the motion whieh the
Leader of the Opposition now wants res-
cinded members' took 1714 hours. and a
great deal of that time was taken up in
dealing with Estimates.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a refleetion
an the Chair,
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The PREMIER : I do not want to reflect
opor you, Mr. Speaker, but members know
that a very wide range was covered when
dealing with the motion the other evening.

Mr. Yates: Stone-walling.

The PREMIER: Since then another 20
hours have been taken which makes a total
of 9314 hours so far for discussion on the
Estimates.

Mr. Hoar: What is wrong with that?

The PREMIER: Nothing is wrong with:
that.

Mr. Hoar: Then what are you growling
about? )

The PREMIER: And in order to give
members a further opportunity I decided
that Parliament should meet today. This
gives them the fullest opportunity to dis-
cuss the Fstimates, and by that time we will
bave had something like 100 hours or more
for discussion of them. Then, we will have-
Tuesday as well.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Will that be an all-
time reeord?

Hon, A, A. M. Coverley: Here's the eray-
fish again,

The PREMIER ; T think it must be fairly
close to an all-time record.

Mr. Marshall: Sp is the £20,000,000 ex-
penditure.

Mr. Hegney:
volved.

The PREMIER : The member for Pilbara
reminds me of the speech he made, It was of
great length. That speech was made on the
Estimates and almost a record time was:
taken up with it.

Hon. .A. A. M. Coverley: Good speech,
The Minister for Lands: Nothing but
newspaper exfracts.

The PREMIER: Was that speech made-
with the idea of really doing something con-
struetive? Was it made with the idea of”
co-operating with the Government?

Hon. A. H, Panton: Sure.

The PREMIER: Of course it was not. No-
wonder the hon. member has a pained look:
on his face.

There is £25,000,00? in-

Mr. Hegney: No he hasn't.

The Minister for Lands: He even sang a.
song.
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The PREMIER: Let us be honest abount
it. It was done with the idea of holding up
business.

My, Pox: No.

The PREMIER.; The Leader of the Op-
positio talks about the traditional relation-
ships of this House. Has there ever been a
man who has ogeupied the position I oceupy
today and who, has more than I have en-
deavoured to earry out the traditional re-
1ationships of this House —

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: What about the mov-
ing of the motion?¥

The PREMIER: —and look after the
friendly relationship between members? I
have always striven towards that end.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Go on from there.

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Qp-
position has given his version and I have
just given mine.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: I will give yon some
more in a minute.

The PREMIER: I can take anything
the Leader of the Opposition can give me,
or likes to give me.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Good!

The PREMIER : The Ieader of the Op-
position also suggested that we should ad-
journ becaunse of the visit of His Exeelleney,
the Governor General. His Excellency
knows that Parliament is in session and the
position has already been explained to him.
When he heard of the illness of the Hon-
orary Minister-for Agriculture, Mr. Wood,
we received & telegram from him, saying that
he appreciated the position. For many years
the Governor General was a member of Par-
liament and a Premier. He has a full
appreciation of the difficulties which confront
Ministers, especially at a time when Parlia-
ment is sitting. I give the Hovse this as-
surance: That this Government will not show
any discourtesy to His Excelleney; it will
go out of its way to do everything it cam
to show him every courtesy and make his
visit to Western Australia as pleasant and
enjoyable as possible.”.

Mr. May: Even to the extent of adjourn-
ing?

The PREMIER: I am jost trying to in-
dicate that it is not necessary for Parliament
to adjourn; neither is it desirsble in the
cireumstances.

+
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Mr. Yates: Has it ever been,done before?

The PREMIER: The Leader of the Op-
position made some reference to pairs. If
I remember rightly it has been fraditional,
at least during my time in this House, that
not much difficulty has been experienced in
obtaining pairs. I know when members on
the Government side have wished to get
away for some particular reason and have
approached me for a pair I have not hesi-
tated to grant them onme. Before I would
refuse a pair to a member I would require
to have a very good and solid reason indeed.
The Leader of the Oppeosition said that cer-
tain urgent legislation may be pecessary
before this House rises. The Government
is not unmindful of that and we are taking
steps to see that snch legislation is pre-
pared and brought before Parliament, As
to the particular matters ‘already men-
tioned, such as prices and housing, and
many others, all of them I think have been
well discussed this session.

Mr. Hoear: They have not.

The PREMIER: We have had special
motions dealing with them on which there
has béen extremely full discussion. And do
not torget, Mr, Speaker, that we have had
hundreds of questions this session from
members seeking information from every
depariment.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: Half of them
were postponed. *

The PREMIER: No wonder they were
postponed! Their volume was such that
'they disrupted the work of many depart-
ments. I believe that on one day there were
so many questions asked, including those
that were on the notice paper and those
without potice, that they equalled the num-
her asked in one session of Parliament. The
Leader of the Opposition eomplains that he
has been prevented from obtaining infor-
mation and from speaking, but the figures
I have given to the House clearly indicate
that there has been a tremendous amount
of talk on these Estimates, and if the op-
position has lost some opportunities of
speaking it cannot blame the Government
because of the extremely long and unneces-
sary speeches that have been made.

The Minister for Lands: Quoting from
newspapers on the Liberal Party!
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The PREMIER: So I will oppose this
motion becauise, as I say, we have already
had 17% hours dehate on the Estimates
and surely that is sufficient time for mem-
bers to make up their minds,

HON. A. R, G&. HAWKE (Northam)
[3.5]: The Premier has been exceptionally
careful to avoid the real issue involved in

, this matter. The issue was not whether
members spoke so many hours on the gen-
eral debate on the Estimates or whether
they spoke for so many hours on the de-
tailed Estimates of the departments ad-
minjstered by the Premier himself.
Neither is it a question as to how many
hours members spoke on the Premier’s
‘‘gag’’ motion. When speaking the other
evening I szid that if there existed any
Justification whatsoeyer for restricting the
rights of members on free discussion of
public business in this Chamber it should
bhave been tried with the general debate
and not with the departmental Estimates.
Surely the Premier did not expeet his
“oag’’ motion to go through Parliament
without & good deal of opposition?

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: He did.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: Surely he did
not expect that every member likely to suffer
from the passing of the motion would re-
frain from putting forward such protest as
he thought necessary!

Mr. Hoar: That is whai he calls ‘‘lack
of co-operation.”

Hon., A. R. G. HAWEKE: If the Premier

were frank with us he would tell us that
the debate on the ‘‘gag’i motion did not
take as long as he feared it would. If the
Premier and his Ministers choose to be
provocative in challenging the rights of
members and bring down motions to take
away such rights then they must expeet,
as I have no doubt they did, a great deal
of opposition in the debate upon the mo-
tion and the taking up, of course, of a
great deal of time. FEven if we examine
the figures put forward by the Premier as
1o the time taken on the Generad Estimates,
we find that it did not‘average one hour
per member in this House. As to that, it
has to be remembered that we had no Ad-
dress-in-reply debate this year, that right
bhaving been taken away from us by a
political trick which the Government made
unse of at the heginning of the sitting this
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year. Therefore, can anyone say that an
average of less than one hour per member
of the time taken on the debate on the
General Estimates was foo munch$

The Minister for Lands: We have never
kad an average like that previously.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: Have we ever
had a year before when members were
robbed of their rights on the Address-in-
reply debate? When we are trying to work
out the average time taken by members
on the general debate on the Estimates this
year we have to take into ceonsideration
that there was no Address-in-reply debate.
I we divide the amount of time, namely,
47 hours, equally between the Budget de-
bate and what should have heen the Ad-
dress-in-reply.debate we -cut the time down
from 47 hours to 234, whieh gives an aver-
age time per member for discmssion on the
general debate on the Estimates of less
than half an hour.

The Premier: That is much more than
they would get in the Commonwealth Par-
liament.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Premier
must have an extremely weak ecase fhis
afterngon, and the Minister for Lands re-
cognised that a moment ago when he said
that the average this year was longer than
in previous years. Everybody knows the
situation in the Commonwealth Parliament.
It is a situation whieh hos existed for years
and is provided for in the Standing Orders
of that Parliament. So there is no effec-
tive comparison to be mad¢ in favour of
the Premier’s case by dragging in what
happens in the Commonwealth Parliament.
It is weird to note how the Premier, when
he has a weak case or is in a difficult posi-
tion, drags the Commonwealth Parliament
into. the discussion as an example of what
should not be done. When it suits his poli-
tics he holds the Commonwealth Parliament
up as an institution that indulges in aetions
that should not be followed in this State.
He also makes use of it when it snits him
to condemn the present Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. We have to remember that the
total amount involved in the Budget this
vear is ever so much greater than hitherto.

We must recognise, too, that Governments
are doiny more in connection with the life
and saelivities of the community as the years

zo hy, with the result that there are many
L
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mmore phases affecting the life of the people
to be discussed by members of Parliament.
I am not saying at the moment whether this
modern development is good or bad. It is an
established fact, and therefore there is every
Teason why members of this House should
devote more time in diseussing the Estimates
:and particularly the details for the several
Government departments. Take the posifion
we have reached this afternoon as a result
«of the “gag” motion brought forward and
carried by the Government, in consequence
of which the consideration of the detailed
Estimates must be concluded at 9 p.m. on
Tnesday next.

Mr. Fox: Who is going to let the guillo-
tine go?

., Hon. A, B G. HAWKE: We have not
vet finished the debate upon the housing
Estimates. Would the Premier, the Min-
ister for Housing or the Minister for Lands

" 'say there is not every justifieation for each

member of the House to engage nupon a much

more detailed diseussion of the honsing Esti-
mates than has beer apparent to date?

The Premier: We have had two motions
«during the session dealing with the subject
and here is a special sitting today to enable
you to say what vou desire.

Hon. F. J. §. Wise: That is a funny one!
It is just a pretext.

The Premier: No,

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You are not going
to get away with it in that way.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The discussion
50 far has been on the basis of a general
debate and has been on broad lines. Now
that the detailed Estimates for the Housing
Commission are before us, we are bound, as
the representatives of the various constitu-

" encies, to get down as much as possible to
tintacks in connection with the whole sub-
jeet. We must do what we can to induce the
Minister to make available to us the fullest
possible information not only in respect of
the broad outline of the Government’s hous-
ing policy, but also with regard to the thou-
sand and one details associated with the
administration of that policy by the Minister
and his officers. If you will permit me to
mention it by way of illustration, Mr.
Speaker, I will tell the House that only this
week a man showed me 3 letter written to
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him on the 8th September, 1947, by the
seeretary of the Stete Housing Commission
informing him that he had been granted a
No. 1 priority with regard to the allocation
of a rental home. That was over two years
ago. Today this man, his wife and their
seven children, all of whom are under 14
vears of age, are living in a shed and have
the use of part of a verandah of a houge
in ‘the Welshpool district.

There may be some answer to a ease of
that kind, although on the surface there
appears to be no possible answer at all. I
know of dozens of rental homes completed
sinee September, 1947, that are occupied by
two-unit families, by people who have no
children at all. Here is an instanee of 2 nine-
unit family being grented a No. 1 priority in
September, 1947, and no house has yet been
made available to them—although from time
to time, I understand, they have been offered
a military hut at South Guildford, which
type of arcommodation is totally inadequate
for a family of this size. These are the
details that members are bound to discuss
in the fullest possible manner when the
Housing Commission’s detailed Estimates
are under review.

-

Government snpperters will be extremely
unwise if they are to sallow the housing
Estimates to go through without a full and
proper discussion, Then again, they would
be very foolish if they assisted the Govern-
ment to prevent any disemssion in connec-
tion with priees or in respect of several other
vital Government activities to which I ¢could
make reference. In addition, we have yet
to discuss the Estimates for the Forests
Department, which is one of growing im-
portance. Then there is the Department of
Native Affairs about which we heard a tre-
mendous lot before the last election. I re-
collect members of the present Government
and their supporters, whose hearts were
bleeding econtinually—

The Premier: We have heard a lot about
that this session.

Hon, F. J. 5. Wise; Your hearts are still
bleeding!

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: We heard from
them of all the things that ought to have
been done in the interests of the natives,
but, so far as X can judge from what T see
in my own electorate, the position is much
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the same as it was two and a half years ago.
Nothing more is being done for the natives
than previousty. It could very well be that
many members wonld desire to discuss in
an intensive fashion the detailed Estimates
of that department. Then we come to the
Estimaies for the Lands Department and
these cover soldier setilement, about which
there should be a great deal of discussion
before that Vote is finally disposed of. Next
there is the Department of Agriculture,
which, in a primary producing State like
Western Australia, should justify a great
deal of detailed debate.

Mr. Reynolds: We should hear from
members of the Country Party on that
topie.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: Yes; we should
hear from members representing couvutry
constituenciés and more particularly from
those associated with the Country Party.
Next there is the Department of Labour,
which is a wvital one in connection with the
industrial affairs of Western Australia.
That is followed by the Chief Secretary’s
Department, which covers a number of gov-
ernmental activities, including those relat-
ing to the North-West. The Mines Depart-
ment should also demand a very full discus-
sion when its detailed Estimates covering
gold and ecoalmining are under review.
There is also the Police Department which
controls, or should control, S.P. betting,
which we were told prior to the last elee-
tion was to be effectively dealt with and
cleaned up in a short period, but in eonnec-
tion with whieh since that time nothing of
an effective character has been attempted,
let alone acecomplished.

Then we have the extremely important
detailed Estimates of the Public Works De-
partment and Water Supply Department—
extremely important from the point of view
of the development of the State—and we
have under the heading of Public Works
Department the loeal govermment section.
Have members of this House forgotten that
the Government appointed a Royal Com-
mission many months ago to investigate the
question of amalgamating local authorities
such as Busselton, Collie, Burnbury,
Northam and Kalgoorlie? The Royal Com-
missioner presenied his report to the Gov-
ernment some time age, but nothing has
been done nor has anything been heard of
it sinee. Is this to be another Royal Com-
mission like so many others appointed by

[ASSEMBLY.]

the Government at eonsiderable expense—
or at least at some expense? A great deal
of time is occupied by the Royal Commis-
sioner in examining witnesses who give evi-
denee before him, a report is then made to
the Government, some Minister reads it and
I suppose brings it to the notice of Cabinet
and then it is pigeon-holed, so that the
spiders can spin cobwebs all over and around
it.

There is another important orzanisatiom,.
among many others, working uader the
jurisdietion of the Public Works Depart-
ment, The one I have in mind is the or-
ganisation which is building houses for the
State Housing Commission onder a day-
labour scheme. We have heard nothing about
it in recent weeks, although some time ago
private enterprise, represented by the build-
ing industry, was pushing the Government
very hard to disband the organisation in
order that the skilled tradesmen working for
it might be made available to private build-
ers and contractors. The spokesman for the
(Government at the time said, if T remember
richtly, that the organisation would be de-
ereased in size and strength as time passed.
I want to know what hag happened. I have
an idea that there has been no decrease in
the strength of the organisation numerically
or otherwise, and I hope there has not. I
want information from the Government as
to the number of homes this organisation has
built since it commenced its work.

I want information as to the average cost
of each house built by it, in order that we
might judge how suneeessful or otherwise this
social enterprise has really been. There are
many other matters under the jurisdietion of
the Public Works Department and the Water
Supply Department about which I require
information. Then we come to the Attorney
General’s Department, which controls many
getivities, included among which is prices
control. That matter stands out. I doubt
whether there is any other question, inelud-
ing housing, which is more important and
I want to discuss it in detail, as it is my
desire to press the Minister to give us much
more information than we have been able
to obtain up to date. Tt is all very well
for the Premier to say that many questions
have been asked by members this year.

All memhers of Parliament know what
happens to the majority of parliamentary
auestions. Mnst Governments regard them
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a5 hostile, no matter how they are worded,
except when asked by their own supporters.
.Consequently, Ministers try to give us as
litile information as possible in their re-
plies. The only way private members
of Parliament have of standing 2 Minister
up against a wall, as it were, for the pur-
pose of extracting from him the fullest
amount of correct information, is to do it
in this House when the detailed Estimates

of the varfous departmentz are before us,

for consideration and discussion. I have a
_motion on the notice paper which calls upon
the House to declare itself in favour of ap-
pointing a prices commission which should
consist of three members, a chairman ap-

pointed by the Government, one person re- -

presenting the business and commereial
interests and another directly representing
the eonsumers. What is to happen about
that?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They should put a
housewife on it.

Hon. A. R. . HAWKE: If the motion
is ever finally dealt with by Parliament and
passed, does the Government propose to do
anything about it? Has it considered the
matter? Has it reached a fecision whether,
in the event of the House approving of the
motion, it will introduce legislation to amend
the Act in sueh a way as to appoint this
proposed eommission? Of course it has not.
The Government has both its eyes and all
its attention on one ohjective, and that ob-
jective iz to close this Parliament at the
earliest possible date. That is the essence
of the whole thing. That is the only reason
the Premier is complaining about the time
taken up on this debate, that debate and the
other debate. It would he of no particular
concern to the Premier in ordinary circum-
stances if members oceupied 40 hours on
the general debate on the Budget and nine
hours on the discussion of the Premier's own
departments. That would not mean any-
thing to the Premier.

Hon, A. H. Panton: It is really a com-
pliment to his departments. )

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: It only upsets
him at present beecause he iz anxious to

clogse Parliament, Why does he want to
do so 1

The Premier: For the good of the country.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEE: For the goold
of the country?
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The Premier: Yes, certainly.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Mr. Speaker,
there is n confession! There is a confession
which should cause all private members of
the House to ponder deeply. The Premier
wants to close Parliament for the good of
the eopuntry!

Hon. J, T. Tonkin: He means the Country
Party.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: There is an im-
plied insult to every member of the House

and a grave reflection upon Parliament as
an institution!

The Premier: It all depends on the work
that Parliament is doing, whether it is get-
ting on with something constructive or not.
If it is obstructive, then close up Parliament
as quiekly as possible.

Hon. A. R. G HAWEKE: Well, Mr.
Speaker, what has the Government given us
of a constructive character? What has the
Government prodneed this year for our con-

_sideration or heneficial to the country as a

whole?
" The Premier: What do you want, a long
list of legislation?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: We expected a Vermin
Bill, ‘
Hon. F, J. S. Wise: What did you give

us?
The Minister for Lands. You gave a dis-
eourse on the Country and Liberal Parties.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. A R. G. HAWEKE: 1t is completely
obvious that everything done thiz year in
Parliament, including all of the legislation,
has been made subservient to the Govern-
ment’s anxiety to get through the sittings as
quickly as possible and close Parliament as

- early as possible, That has been the mea-

sure—
Mr. Ackiand: What has been prompting
the Opposition to waste so much time?
The Minister for Lands: That will take
some time to answer.

Hon. A, R. G. HAWKE: The anxiety of
members of the Oppogition has been to keep
Parlizment open for a period of time suf-
ficient to enable not only members of the
Opposition but private members on the Gov-
ernment side, who were prepared to do so,
even to the extent of ineurring the dis-
pleasure of Ministers, the opportunity of
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discussing fully all the vital matters which
the Government cared to bring before the

House and all the vita] matters which any

private member cared to submif. The Gov-
ernment’s programme has been such that
for many weeks early this year during the
sittings of the House we had nothing be-
fore us worthy of consideration or any seri-
ous diseussion. I know the Government’s
plans misfired ‘'shockingly in that regard, be-
cause it pinned all its hopes and faith for
diseusgsion for several weeks on the Local
(Government Bill.

Mr. Rodoreda:

Hon. A. R, . HAWKE: When that fell
to pieees beeause of.the widespread hosiility
that developed among local-governing auth-
orities, the Government was left stranded.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The motion is to
suspend Standing Qrder 181, The hon. mem-
ber is getting a bit away from it

Hon. A. BR. G. HAWKE: T thiak so, too.
The Premier: It is getting a bit like the
debate the other night.

Hon, A. R. G. HAWKE: I would say
that the Premier’s own speech this afternodn
was a bit outside the motion.

What happened to that?

The Premier: Just a reply to the Leader
of the Opposition,

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: However, 1 do
not take exception to that, and T am not a
bit Qisturbed now that the Speaker has
brought me back to the motion. But I do
say that the Government hkas not brought
before us for consideration the vital matters
of this year’s sittings mntil recently. Re-
cently it brought these Estimates before us
which, in my opinion, are vital because they
provide for financing the many activities
carried out by the Government in the in-
terests of the commumnity. If there is one
thing more than any other in connection
with which we should have ample time for
discussion, it is the financial Bstimates, as
affecting both the Consolidated Revenue
Fund and the Loan Fund. However, now
that we are at this stage, the Government
decides we shall be restricted very severely
in our consideration of these detailed Esti-
mates. There has been plenty of time earlier
in the sittings this year for discussion and
what-not but, because of the Government’s
programme, or lack of programme, we have
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had nothing very serious to discmss pre-
viously, Now, when the Gowernment brings
down something worthy of sericus and long
diseussion by membhers, it introdnces con-
corrently a “gag” motion and forees it
through this House.

The Premier: In your last year of office
the Estimates took 30 hours.

Several members interjected.

The Premier: It was a reasonable Oppo-
sition; that is why.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is amusing
how. the Premiep grabs at any old straw,
even the very weak and broken straw of
the Opposition which existed in 1946. What
does it matter whether in 1946 the Esti-
mates took 30 hours or 60 hours?

Mr. Bovell: It might have been weak in
Opposition but it is good in government.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Sez you!

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: But its members take -
no longer now than then. .

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: What bearing
has that on the present sitnation? None
at all. '

The Minister for Lands: Your stonewall-
ing has some bbaring, and you canrnot deny
it.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWEKE: I am not stone-
walling at all.

The Premier; They tell me that this de-
bate is going on for some Rours today,
though the sitting was called to deal with
the Estimates.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Who told the Premier
that? .

The Premier: Oh, just rumour!

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Premier has been
badly informed.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: I am not con-
cerned with what someone has whispered
to the Premier. It is probably grossly ex-
aggerated. Whether it is or pot ‘does not
matter. Surely the Premfer does not ex-
pect he ean gag the Opposition—

The Premier: No.

Hon. A. R. . HAWEKE: —in connection
with the motion he introduced.

The Minister for Lands: There is no hope
of doing that!

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: And that there-
after everything will go along smoothly
and swimmingly, If someone kicked the
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Premier on the shins and more or less laid
him out, would the Premier treat that fel-
low with absolute {riendliness and co-opera-
tion subsequently?

Hon. A. H. Panton: I believe he would;
he would ask him. t¢ have a drink. .

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Of course he
would not! The Premier would wait for
a suitable opportunity to get his own back;
and I have enough faith in him to helieve
he would try to get his own back by kicks.
or blows aimed at least ahove the bell.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: No, he would not; he is a good
Christian, .

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: The Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping has sug-
gested that the Premier being a good
Christian, if he had been kicked on both
shins, would turn so that the same blcke
eoulc?give him snother kick on the back of
the legs as well. I do not believe if. I

was very intrigued by the contention the-

Premier put forward about the visit of the
Governor (eneral. He" said there was no
need to adjourn Parliament because of that
visit in the near future because the Gov-
ernor General knows already that Parlia-
ment is in session and he would not want
Parliawent (o be adjourned, and wonld not
raise the slightest question or objection if
it were dot adjourned during his visit. I
agree with all that. Yet the Premier is
falling over himself, and so are all the
other Ministers of the Government, to ad-
journ Parliament completely at the end of
this month. They are falling over them-
selves to close it down., There is not the
slightest necessity to restriet the debate on
the detailed departmental Estimates to the
extent proposed by the Government. There
is no necessity to restrict it at all.

So we eome again to the faet that the
Government is gagging members, is prevent-
ing a proper discussion of these detailed
Estimates, and is doing everything within
its power—and a lot of things really ont-

side its power—to close Parliament down '

finally by the end of this month in order to
save it from the possible embarrassment
that would come to it if Parliament were
still  sitting after the member for
Middle Swan and the -member for Mt.
Marshall had resigned to enable them
to nomioate constitutionally for the
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Federal seats they intend to contest.-
That is the reason why the Government in-
troduced and passed this motion to gag
members on the Estimates; that is why the
Premier and hizs ecolleagues are trying to
close Parliament completely in the near fu--
ture. So, I think the Government should
not he allowed to get away with its plan;
certainly it should not be allawed to get
away with it easily, It has no right to close
Parliament hurriedly for the purpose of
serving the fancies or desires of two of its.
supporters, or even to save the Government
itself from possible embarrassment in the-
House.

The Leader of the Opposition made a fair
offer this afternoon, He said that if the
Government was afraid of being embarz-
rassed during the time that two of its mem-
bers were not here, owing to their having
tesigned, the House could ddjourn until the
by-elections had been held for the elector-
ates concerned, and new members returned
therefrom, I hope the motion to suspend the

. Standing QOrder in question will be carried.

Mr. Reynolds: What is the Standing.
Order?

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: It is No. 181.
I am sure the hon. member thought I did
not know what the motion was. I am dis-
appointed to think he should try to embar-
rass me. The motion ag you, Mr. Speaker,
know only too well is to suspend Standing-
Order No. 181 for the purpose of enabling
the House to reconsider the “gag” motion
which the Premier and his supperters
forced through Parliament the other night.
I hope the motion will be carried to enable
us to reconsider the gag niofion and td
reseind it.

MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [3.42]: X
shall not be very long. I think I can claim
that I have spoken on fewer subjects this
session, and for a shorter time than is eus-
tomary for me in an ordinary sessiom, but I
eannot let the Premier get away with his
fallazious ressoning as to why the “gag™
motion should be persisted in, or his speci-
oug reasoning ag to why the Opposition, in
his opinion, has been endeavouring to ob-
struct the work of Parliament, He said the
Opposition had not given the Government
any co-operation. I think that charge could
very rightly be 1aid at the deoor of the Pre--
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mier and his Party. If he saw difficulties
confronting his Party—particularly be-
cause he wishes to have the session termin-
ated early to allow two of its supporters to
contest a Federa]l Parliamentary election—
and he required the co-operation of the Op-
position, he signally failed in any approach
to it for that purpose. As a mafter of fact
I do not think the Premier himself decidéd
upon the procedure that has been adopted.

Mr. Rodoreda: Of course he did not.

AMr. STYAXNTS: I helieve that some smart
Aleec gave him the advice. At a rough guess
T should say it was the members of the
brains trust in the war office of his Party
in St. George’s-terrace. Those people do
not know as much ahout parliamentary pro-
cedure as the Premier probably does him-
self. But being a good patured fellow, of
an easy-going disposition, as we have found
him to be in the last fortnight, I should say
that he acquiesced and took their advice,
which has not turned out very well for him.

‘What I objeet to is that there is definitely
no chance heing given to members of the
Opposition, or those on'the Government side,
to discuss important Estimates. The Gov-
ernment decided to start the session six weeks
earlier, but it iz endeavouring to terminate
it 10 weeks earlier. Consequently we have
not sufficient time to get through the busi-
ness. I suggest it was never intended dur-

ing the last month or six weeks that mem- -

bers should have an opportunity to diseuss
the Estimates. If it were so, why are the
reports of the Mines Department and the
Commissioner of Railways not before the
House? Why wag it that the Minister for
Railways yesterday, with only one ordinarv.
sitting day of Parliament left before the
“gag” motion was to be applied, did not
knew whether or not members were going
to be in possession of the report of the
Commissioner of Railways?

Sitting suspended from 3.45 till 4 p.m,

Mr. STYANTS: I have expressed the
opinion that for at least the last month it
has not been the intention of the Govern-
ment to permit members on this side of the
House to discuss the departmental Estimates.
I base that opinion on the fact that no ap-
parent attempt has heen made to have the
annual reports from the departments made
-available to the House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: Are you forgetting the
power hreakdown and the coal strike?

Mr. STYANTS: There is always some
reason trotted out.

The Premier: There is a very gooed reason,
on this occasion.

Mr. STYANTS: There is always some
reason that the Premier and the Ministry
are prepared to put up. Yhen we are
dealing with the Railway Department, upon
-which the Government intends to spend
some millions of pounds, as provided for in
the Loan Estimates, we find specious reasons
put forward for the indifferent service that
that department is rendering to the people
of the State, in spite of the faet that it is
one of the most important departments and
one the Estimates for which should be
fully discussed.

With only one clear day in which to dis-
cuss the whole of the departmental ‘Esti-
mates that had not already been disposed
of, I asked the Minister for Railways yes-
terday if he could assure the House that
the report of the Commissioner of Rail-
ways would be available if and When the
railway Estimates were discussed. Despite
the fact that there was only one move sitting
day available, he advised me that I should
put the guestion on the notiee paper and
that he would give the answer to it at some
future date, That, in itself, is an indica-
tion that no interest is being taken by the
Minister for Railways in the discussion of
the Annual Estimétes.

The Minister for Railways: I said T would
endeavour to find it for you,

Mr., STYANTS: Yes, and the Minister
asked me to put the. question on the notice
paper. As one with close on a guarter of a
century’s experience of work in the Rail-
way Department, I say there are many
sperious reasons being put forward, par-
ticularly in this House, as to why the de-
partment is not giving the people of the
State good service, and that, in itself, is
sufficient to warrant these Estimates being
discussed so that the fallacies may be
exposed,

The Minister for Railways: I will be dis-
appointed if they are not.

Mr. STYANTS: The report of the De-
partment of Mines particulariy affects the
Goldfields, but it looks as thomgh we will
not have that report in time to discuss it.
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The goldmining industry is of great import-
ance to the State and the Premier has been
most solicitous about its welfare in all
things with the exeeption of giving any
practical assistance to it. He has been
partienlarly vigorons in advocating that the
Commonwealth Qovernment should do
something. We are becoming accustomed to
the Premier’s endeavouring to pass the buck
to the Commonwealth Government, and it
does not come gs any great surprise that
he is still persistiog in endeavouring to do
50 as far as the welfare of the goldmining
industry in this State is eoncerned.

It was stated by the Premier that there
has been such a deluge of questions placed
on the nofice paper that they have, in some
instances, disrupted the working of depart-
ments. T have asked more guestions than 1
usually do, but I found that wes the only
means by which I conld get any informa-
tion. If T wrote to the Minister concerned,
almost invariably it took a month fo get an
answer. I found that if I asked questions
per medium of the notice paper —

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: I have outstanding
letters with Ministers and they date back
as far as three months ago,

Mr., STYANTS: —I could get answers
and the information required in a matter of
one or two days. When I realised that the
report of the Commissioner of Railways was
not to he made available in sufficient time
for any debate that may take place on the
railway Estimates, I endeavoured, by way
of gquestions on the notice paper, to get the
information which would otherwise have
been presenied to me, in the ordinary course
of events, some two or three weeks prior to
the debate on those Estimates. If
there has been a greater number of ques-
tions asked this session then I submit that
I have given the reason for it. They are the
only means by whieh private members can
obtain the informalion they require. I notice
that the report of the Department of Agri-
culture has been distributed but of course
we expected that becanse I consider this
Government has been a primary producers’
Government. It ig parlicularly significant
that that report is before us, but the two
most important departments from a Gold-
fields memher’s point of view—the Depart-
ments of Mines and Railways—

fl
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The Premier: Youn are on the wrong
track. '

Mr, STYANTS: —appear to be left out

_of it and it does not look as though we will

have an opportunity to peruse the re-
ports, Also, it seems certain that we will not
have an opportunity to discuss the Es-
timates for those two departments. The
Premier claims that he has given members
enough time to make up their minds. I do
not consider that we have had much time,
and I think it is only three or four sitting
days since it was decided that we were to
have a limited time in which to diseuss all
of the Estimates. The Premier knew just as
well ag we know that even if we restricted
ounrselves, and each member took 15 or 20
minntes for every department, we would
not get through all of the Estimates in the
time available. Therefore, I do not think it
was so much a matter of giving members
time to make up their minds as it was an
ultimatum to them that they had to go quiet
to suit the purposes of the Government,

I have no objection to co-operating with
the Government at all times and I believe
that the Opposition, as a whole, would have
co-operated to the fullest extent if its mem-
bers had been taken into the econfidence of
the Government in respect of an unprece-
dented departure from the usual custom of
celling Parliament together. Members of the
Opposition were not taken+into the Gov-
ernment’s confidence in that matter, so I
hope that the Premier, even at this late
stage, will grant us another week or a fort,
night to discuss the Estimates of some most
important departments still remaining.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result: —

Ayes . .. . 22
Noes .. - - 23
Majority against .. - 1
AYES,

Mr. Brady Mr. Needham

Mr, Coverley Mr. Nulsen

Mr. Fox Mr, Panton

Mr. Graham Mr. Reynolds

Mr. Hawke Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Hegney Mr, Bmith

Mr. Hoar Mr. Styants

Mr. Kelly - Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Marshall Mr. Trist

Mr. Mas Mr. Wise

Mr. McCulloch Mr. Rodoreda

(Telter.}
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Nozs,
Mr. Abbott Mr. Murray
Mr. Ackland Mr. Nalder
Mr. Baveil Mr. Nimmo
Mrs, Cardell-Oliver Mr. Read
Mr. Cornell Mr, Seward
Mr. Doney Mr. 8hearn
Mr. Hall Mr. Thorn
Mr. Hil Mr. Watts
Sir N. Keensn Mr, Wild
Mr. Leslie Mr. Yates
Mr. McDonald Mr, Brand
Mr. MeLarty (Teller.}
Pars.
AYE. No.
Mr. Oliver Mr, Perkins

Question thus negatived; the motion de-
Teated.

QUESTIONS.

NATIVE AFFAIRS.
As to Appeal of Inspector O’Neill.

Hon. A. A, M. COVERLEY asked the
Minister for Native Affairs:

(1) What was the recommendation of the
Appeal Board appointed to hear an appeal
lodged by Inspector (’Neill of the Native
Affairs Department?

(2) Was this recommendation signed by
His Excellency the Governor?

(3} 1f so, what action has been taken by
the Government to put this recommendation
‘into operation?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The Public Service Appeal Board met
40 hear an appeal by Lawrence O'Neill
against the title, classification and salary of
Jtem 2276 in the Public Serviece in the
Native Affairs Department.

The new title is “District Officer, Pilbara
Distriet,”” and the classification G-II.-4. The
old title was “Travelling Inspector,” with
the classifieation G-I1.-3/4. The salary range
of the new eclassification is £678-704. The
salary range of the old elassification is £678-
£756.

The Board is of the opinion that the re.
classifieation of (G-IT1.-4 should stand, but
that the title of “District QOfficer, Pilbara
District,” shonld be altered to “Travelling
Inspector, Pilbara District,” to comply with
"the Native Affairs Aef, until such time as

the Aet is altered to make provision for

-district officers.

In econelusion, the Board recommends that
s0 long as Mr. O'Neill occupies this posi-
tion, baving regard to his long years of ex-
perience in the North with natives, and no

[ASSEMBLY.]

question having been raised as to his efficient
discharge "of the duties assigned to him, he
should be paid an allowanee from the date
of reelassification to bring him up to his
previous maximum salary of £756.

(2) No. It was forwarded by the Deputy
Chairman of the Public Serviee Appeal
Board to.His Excellency the Governor, who,
in turn, forwarded it on to the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner,

(3) The decision of the Board was
adopted, but the recommendation in the final
paragraph was rejected by the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That is a high-
handed attitude.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.

Az to Number, Selaries and Wages.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE asked the Premier:

(1) What increased number of persons in
Government employment, whether on the
permanent staff, temporary staff, or as
easual workers, are at present employed by
the Clovernment compared with the fizure
as at the 31st Mareh, 19477

(2) What is the eost per annum of salaries
and wages of such employees of the State?

The PREMIER replied:

(1) 4,000. Owing to the 40-hour week it
has been necessary to increase the staffs of
many major departments. The inereased
public works programme has also required
more men.

{2) For 1948-49—For all employees
£13,750,000, an average of £437 each.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE (without notice)
asked the Premier:

In fairness to the Premier, I would draw
his attention to his answer to my ques-
tion and nsk him if he reaitses that he su®-
gests the 4,000 additional persons employed
by the Government cost £13,000,000 per
annum? '

The PREMIER replicd:
That is the amount covering the whole of
the persons employed by the Government.

The Minister for Education: And that is
how I regarded the question asked by the
hon. member.
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Hon. P. J. 8. WISE: That is possibly
the explanation, but I did not want it to
go forth as though the Premier said thati
the 4,000 additional employees cost the
State £13,000,000.

BOUSING.
(8) As to Week-end Shacks.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Housing :

{1) Is he aware, as reported in the week-
end Press, that about 40 week-end shacks
are being erected at Nava) Base?

{2) Is he aware, further, that there are
proposals for the erection of hundreds of
holiday shacks at Point Peron?

(3) Does he consider that the erection
of holiday quarters should be undertaken
at present in view of the 22,688 outstand-
ing applications for {wellings which were
in the hands of the State Housing Commis-
sion on the 31st July last?

(4) Does he consider building materials
should be devoted to more essential hous-
ing requirements than those referred to
above?

(5) If not, why not?

(6) If so, what steps does he propose?

The MINISTER replied:

{1) Yes,

(2) Yes,

(3) No. -

(4} Yes,

(5) See No. {4).

(6) Inspections are heing made with a
view to Jegal proceedings being taken where
warranted as a deterrent to the erection of
such buildings. The respective loeal auth-
oritics have been advised of the posifion
and their .co-operation séught to prevent the
issue of further licenses to build by such
local authorities,

(b) As to Rental Home, Baker’'s Hill.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Housing:

When is a contract likely to be let for

the construction of the six rental houses
proposed (o be erected at Baker’s Hiil{

The MINTISTER replied:

Arrangements have been finalised for the
purchase of a number of prefabricated
houses, some of which are intended for erec-
tion at Baker’s Hill. The Commission is
now endeavouring to arrange the necessary
labour for erection.

751
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SERVICEMEN'S LAND SETTLEMENT.
As to Allotment of Farms, elc.

Hon. A. H. PANTON asked the Minis-
ter for Lands: ,

{1) Is it a fact that a farm situated balf
a mile from Karridale school with a newly
erected 4-roomed house was allotted to a
single man?

(2) Is it a fact that applicants with four
children in the same group of allotments
were allotted farms where no hahitable ac-
commodation was available?

(3) Is he aware that whilst labour eosts
up to £2 per chain for femeing were in-
curred, a person who was willing to do the
work for 9s. 6d. per chain was written to
by Mr. Castleton of the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme and told that they
wonld copsider his offer at 7s. 6d.

(4) Does he know that £1 per acre is
being paid for discing ploughed land when
the ruling rate is less than 10s.%

(5} Does he know that cattle which were
purchased primarily for distribution after
agistment to land settlers were sold at high
prices to private buyers whilst land seitlers
had to pay high prices on the open market?

(6) What profit has been made in the
matter of agistment of hcifers sinee the in-
ception of the scheme?

(7) Would he consider returning these
profits as rebates to those who, under the
scheme, have bought heifers or put such
credits to keeping down prices to settlers
in the future?

(8) Is he aware that a £1,000 house
erected on a block in Karridale distriet was
built in a swamp, and the occupant is un-
able to take his motor vehicle within a quar-
ter of a mile of it, owing to the boggy na-
ture of the country?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, house bemg erected when pro-

* perty advertised.

{2) Yes. Material on property ready for
erection,

(3) No. More specific information re-
quested.

{4) No.
quested.

(5) No. Culled stock only were sold by
the Land Settlement Board.

-
More specifie information re-
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(6) and (7) No profit. The Board values
heifers offered to farmers at a price esti-
mated to eover cost.

{8) No. More specific information re-
quested.

DAIRYING INDUSTRY.
As to Herds, Facilities, ete.

Hon. A, H, PANTON asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) How many settlers in the dairying
distriets are milking 10 to 15 cows; 15 to
20 cows; 20 to 25 cows; 25 to 30 cows; 30
to 35 cows; 35 to 40 cows; and over 40
cows?

{2) How many farms have the milking-

shed and calf-feeding facilities complete?
{(3) How many of those who have been
farming for one to two years, respectively,
have the facilities abovementioned eom-
pleted?
(4) How many dairy farmers have habit-
able accommodation on their properties?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 5; 7; 10; 16; 11; 10; 8,

{2) Milking shed, dairy and yard—94.

(3) One yeer—49; two years on 16/9/49
—10.

(4) 107.

LIVING COSTS AND WAGES.
As to Advertisement by Liberal Party.

Mr. HEGNEY asked
General:

{1) Iz he aware that on page 17 of “The
West Australian” of the 9th September,
1949, there appears a large-seale advertise-
ment—almost a half page—inserted by the
Liberal Party, which indicates (a) that the
cost of living must be redueed; and (b) that
the Liberal.Party will reduee living costs
and inereese real wpgzes?

(2) In view of the fact that, due to in-
creasel living eosts, the basic wage has in-
creased by 17s. 5d. per week sinee the State
took over control of prices, will he give an
indication how he proposes to give effect to
the objects mentioned in (a) and (b) above?

{3} I he js unable to reduce living eodts,
will he publicly repudiate the statements in
the advertisement referred to?

the Attorney
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1}, (2) and (3) The advertisement in
question points out that socialistic govern-
ment slows ap production and so keeps
essential goods in short supply and at ex-
orbitant prices. In my opinion, the Liberal
Party is fully justified in calling attention
to this fact and fo any means by which the
position can he improved.

MIDLAND JUNCTION WORKSHOPS.
As to Locomotive Repairg and Construction,

My. STYANTS askel the Minister for
Railways:

(1) How many boilers passed through the
M:idland Junction Workshops daring the
financial years 1947-48 and 1948-49, re-
spectively ?

(2) How many were thoroughly over-
hauled ¥

(3) How many hew units were econ-
stroected ?

{4) How many locomotives passed through
the abovementioned shops for the same
periods

(5) How many received—(a) complete
overhauls; (b) heavy repairs?

(6) How many new engines were (on-
strueted ¥

The MINISTER replied:

(1) 1947-48—201; 1948-49—210.

(2) 1947-48—41; 1948-49--52.

(3) 1947-48—36; 1948-49—31.

(4) 1947-48—232; 1948-49—279.

(5) (a) 1947-48—64; 1948-49—76; (b}
1947-48—55; 1948-49-—71.

(6) 1047-48—5; 1948-49—Nil.

NATLS.
4z to Supply.

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE asked the Honorary
Minister for Supply and Shipping:

What efforts of any practieal kind, likely
io bring results, are being made to ensure
the requisite supply of case nails so vitally
needed and which are in desperately short
sapply in Western Australia?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

Nail wire has been offered to the nail
manufacturers by a Belgium flrm, but loeal
manofacturers intimate that the price is too
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high. The loecal market is incapable of sup-
plying the present exorbitant demands made
upon it, due mainly to incessant stoppages
caused by industrial troubles in the East and
subsequent loss of experienced personnel
who get other employment and do not return
to the industry.

If local consumers are urgently in need
of nails, they must be prepared to pay
higher prices for them oversea.

Last year 600 tons of nails were made in
Western Australia and 250 tons imported
from the East, nearly 300 tons more than
wag used before the war, and still it ig im-
possible to meet the demand, except from
oversen markets.

Another source of supply is India, and at
present we are awaiting information as re-
gards prices and conditions of sale.

When this information is to hand, Guvern-
ment Departments and merchenis interested
will be informed,

GRASSHOPPER ' PEST.
Ag to Report on Aerial Spraying.

Mr. BRAND (without notice) asked the
Minpister for Lands:

(1) Has he pernsed the report of the Gov-
ernment Entomologist on the aerial baiting
of grasshoppers experiment, which was held
at Mingenew recently?

(2) As some publicity has been given to
the views of local residents will he eonsider
making the official report available to the
Press? -

The MINISTER replied:
{1) No.
(2) This will be given consideration on

Teceipt of the report and the hon, member
will be advised. -

TROLLEYBUS SERVICE.
As to Projected Mt. Hawthorn Route.

Mr. HEGNEY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Railways:

(1) Has he reconsidered his reply lp me
on the 17th August last to the effect that
he did not propose fo inquire into the ad-
visability of making the proposed Mt. Haw-
thorn ftrolleybus terminus at the junection
of The Boulevarde and Dover-street with
Searborongh Beach-road, instead of at the
intersection of Oxford-street and Sear-
borough Beach-road?

2137

(2) If the reply to the foregoing question
is in the affirmative, can bhe indicate that the
first-mentioned location has been adopted or
some poini west thereof?

The MINISTER replied:

Speaking from memory, the present term-
inus was arrived at after consultation be-
tween the Tramway Department and the
Transport Board, and consequently I have
not reconsidered it.

BILL—LOAN (No. 2), £11,720,000.

Introduced by the Premier and read a
first time.

As to Second Reading.

The PREMIER: I move— i

That the second reading of the Bill be made
an Order of the Day for the next sitting of
the House.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not
think it is reasonable for the Pre
mier to ask the House to agree to

his motion that the second reading of the
Eill be made an Order of the Day for the
next sitting of the House. The measure
seeks to authorise the raising of a loan of
over £11,000,000. Although the Premier
on Tuesday, with the aid of a majority of
members, decided to gag us so that we must
finish the consideration of the General Esti- |
mates by 9 p.m. on Tuesday next, he now
introduces a Bill dealing with a matter of
£11,000,000 and asks that it be made an
Order of the Day for the next sitting. We
have the Estimates for about 20 depart-
ments to consider between this and 9 p.m.
on Tuesday. It is ridiculous.

The Premier: You have till Tuesday

week.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: No, till Tuesday
next. Notice of four Bills appears on the
notice paper for today, and I heard Minis-
ters give notice of some more at this sit-
ting. We should ensure that no other busi-
ness is disenssed until we have had an
opportunity to deal with the Estimates. I
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘at the next sitting of the

House’? be struck out with a view to inserting
other words.

Amendment put and negatived,
Question put and passed. ‘
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BILL—FOOTWEAR REGULATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands and
read a first time.

As to Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move—

That the second reading of the Bill be made
an Order of the Day for the next sitting of
the House.

Hon J. B. SLEEMAN: Thiz Bill,
which deals with footwear, is certainly
putting the boots in, Here is an-
other messure, the second reading of
which is fo be made an Order of the
Day for the next sitting of the House.
We should have an_sssurance from the Min-
ister that he will not bring this legisla-
tion before the House on Tuesday next
when the Estimates must be discussed and
their consideration coneluded by 9 p.m. If
the Minister will give me an assurance ta
that effect, I will not move an amendment
similar to that which T submitted with re-
spect to the Loan Bill,

The PREMIBR : I understand this is the
usual procedure. When notice has been given
regarding a Bill and it is introduced and
read a first time, it is customary to move that
the second reading be made an Order of the
Day for the next sitting of the House. 1
. will give the hon. member an assurance that
the measure will not be gone on with on
Tuesday next, althongh I do propose to
move the second reading of the Loan Bill
then,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Youn are going to
do that on Tuesday next?

The PREMIER: Yes,
Question put and passed.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1, Road Closure (No. 2).
2, Reserves (No, 2).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 194%-50.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr. Hill
in the Chair.

Vote—The State Housing Commission,
£24,416 (partly considered) : -

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR, FOX (South Fremantle) [4.31]: I
noticed that when the member for Pilbara
was speaking of some of the promises made
by the Government during the last election
campaign members on the front benches
opposite hung their heads in shame.

Member: They ought to.

Mr. FOX: I.presume they now realise,
after the ignominions results of office, that
the public are awake to the emptiness of
those promises and are zlso aware how far
they are away from the fulfilment of them.
The Government promised to build houses
for two-unit families, but I do not know
of any such houses having been built in the
Fremantle district—not one—despite the
fact that even when the previous Govern-
ment was in power I made repeated requests
to it to grant permits to young couples who
had been married five to six years and who,
because of lack of housing accommodation,
had had no children up to that time and
had intimated that there was little possibility
of their having any children until they
secured better housing accommodation.

The present Government made lavish
promises. Even aceepting the statement by
the member for Middle Swan that two-unit’
homes have been erected in his electorate,
I say that no other two-unit homes have
been erected elsewhere. Of course, the Gov-
ernment lays the blame for the shortage of
houses on the previous Labour Government,
notwithstanding that the war had then just
concluded and that men were returning from’
the front. These conditions continued for
o period of 12 or 18 months, in which time
the Government had to make preparations
to lay the foundation of a big bousing
scheme. An anti-Labour Commonwealth
Government had been in office for 25 years
and thoroughly understood the housing posi-
tion in Australia, because Commissions had
been appointed to inquire into the matter.
That Government did not hold out any hope
of new houses, as thousands of sub-standard
homes had to be demolished and rebuilt.
Even in this State the anti-Labour Parties
put all the obstruetions they possibly could
in the way of the Workers' Homes Board in
order to prevent that board from building
houses. Large sums of trust funds could have
been made available for the purpose, but
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another plac.e would not give the board power
to borrow those funds and thus Tretarded
the building of homes.

The member for Pilhara told the
Committee ahout a speech made at
Harvey to a returned soldiers’ meet-

ing, I think, when the Premier promised that
consideration would be given to returned
soldiers. ] do not know that that is the case,
either; in faet, I am sure it is not. I shall
read g letter that was sent to a couple who
had reared nine children and who had made
applieation for a home for themselves and
two sons, aged 23 and 14 Of their other
children, one son was killed at the war, one
ic almoast a eripple througk war injnries,
onr is in the Air Forve, but is expected
home at any time and unother son of 18
vears is working at Busselton.

These people had had three eviction
orders made against them. I wish to make
it perfectly clear that T am not blaming the
Housing Commissiop in any way. My rela-
tions with the Commixsion have been most
cordial; the offieers have given me every
possible help® when I have applied fo them
for assistanee, I am therefore not reflecting
in any way upon the staff and I wish that
to be clearly wnderstood, ss they can omly
give houses to the people as these become
available. ‘The letter reads—

Receipt is acknowledged of vour letter of
the 22nd ultimo and T regret that my Commis-

sion finds that it will not be possible to aswist
you in the way of rental premises.

I can appreciate your unfortunate cireum-
stances, but the Commission has direeted that.
when deciding who amongst all families under
the threat of eviction should he granted rental
premises, preference should he given to
families with young children. Tn your ease, it
is noted that there are two children nged 23
and 14 vears.

That is the letter which was sent fo a lady
and her husband who have had several sons
in the war. One was killed. Despite the
promises made by the present Government
that they would provide homes even for two-
mnit families, these people were unable to
obtain one. I ecould quote dozens of sunch
instances. @ What the Government ecom-
plained about during the eleetion campaign
of 1947 stil} prevails; in faet, the position
is worse but it omght to be better, ag this
Administration has been in office for nearly
three vears. As time goes on. more labonr
and materials should be available. I think
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the Government bas adopted a wrong prin-
ciple. Instead of permitting the export of
timber to South Afriea and Irak, it should
have been kept in the State, The Govern-
ment permitted the export of timber too
soon. Five thousand tons of timber were ex-
ported to Irak and 8,000 tons to South Africa
early in 1948, That was all jarrsh.

I understand the Government aand the
timber merehants are most anxious to retain
their oversea markets, but I think the people
oversea should be compelled to take karri.
A market can be found at any time for
jarrah because of its excellenee. What does
it matter if the oversea people have to take
karri for a year or two until our housing
lag i3 made up? They wounld be just as
anxious in three, four or five years again to
take jarrah. As I said, we will have no diffi-
cuity in getting o market for jarrah beeause
of its superior quality., Karri is not of such
good quality, although it is an excellent
timber, but it is upsuitable for housing in
Western Anstralia becanse of its liability to
attack by white ants. We all know that if
a picee of karri is put into a house the white
ants will find it ont and destroy it; but
jarrah is ant-resistent and we should keep
all of it we possibly can in this State. If
people oversea want {imber they should be
prepared to take what we are willing to
give them, and we should not supply them
with our hest jarrah.

One reason why the day labour system did
nat go ahead too well for a time in Western
Australia, according to Mr. White, of the
Building Trades Union, was that timber was
given to private firms in preference to ihe
State Hounsing Commission for bunilding
homes for rental purposes. We ean quite
nnderstand that, and I am not eomplaining
about it, beeause it is the policy of the Gov-

- ernment and members opposite not to assist

Government enterprises in any way bug to
give private firms all the preference possible.
Another factor which made f6r dearer
homes was the lifting of price control on
houses at the instancé of the building trades.
They were insistent that Mr. Chifley should
lift price control but he was not prepared
to do so for a long time becanse it meant an
increase in the price of properties by a
eouple of hundred pounds,

We all know that there has been a great
shortage of bricks and that has not all beenr
due to the strike. Production was a long
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way in arrears before the strike began. Mr.
Davies, the chairman of the Housing Com-
mittee of the R.8.L., said that the shortage
of bricks was due in no small measure to
the failure of the Government to implement
its promises to establish brickyards, and
that not ¢ne modern up-to-date brickworks
had heen provided by the Government since
it took office. That was stated in May, 1949,
At the same meeting at which Mr. Davies
made those comments, Mr, E. 8. Watt, who
is not a rahid Labourite, as everybody here
would know, said that private people were
byying bricks from the yards and storing
them with .a view to selling them later on
and making a profit. The Government should
have been awake to and prevented that kind
of trafficking in. bricks.

Several speakers have stressed the impor-
tance of preventing the erection of non-
essential buildings. I have spoken previously
about several large structures that are being
put up in Fremantle, when the parfies con-
cerned could very well carry on with their
existing premises. I have mentioned
Fowler’s, a firm well known to the Minister
for Lands. That company has very com-
modiqns premises which have been suitable
for ifs purposes for longer than T ean re-
member. The building has been there for
50 years and perhaps longer. Bui across
the road they are erecting a big briek place
and they have closed up two brick houses
into which they have put empty cases. The
Government should be able to do something
about that, Tt is not fair for any firm to
close up a couple of homes suitable for rent-
ing and at the same time erect premises
alongside, If it is at all possible, the firm
should be refused materials. T know another
very bir building with a very ornate front
for which there was no necessity. The man
concerned is not far from me and is build-
ing 4 factory near me. He is engaged in
the building of carsvans. It is not fair that
he should be given the number of bricks that
be has received when we are so short of
houses, Many other types of buildings are
being put up, together with such things as
brick fences, which could have been delayed
till a more opportune time; and it is the
duty of the Government to look into these
matters and to see whether the maximum
quantity of building maferials cannot he
diverted for the erection of homes.

[ASSEMBLY.]

I have bere quite a number of cases of
people who have been evicted  from their
homes; but it is so clear from the evidence
we have had from the Honsing Commission
and elsewbere that large numbers of people
are affected in this way, that there is no use
labouring the point. We can all admit that
the housing position is in a bigger muddle
now than it has ever heen so far ag the num-
ber of homes provided is concerned. The
Government has discriminated in favour of
some of the distriets represented by members
opposite, Certain types of houses have
been erected in those electorates, whereas
hardly any have been provided in large in-
dustrial distriets in the metropolitan area.
I have here a list of 238 houses some of
which are under construetion and some of
which are completed. We need not go into
the number that have been completed. These
buildings have been started and preference

has been given -to certsin distriets, Here
are some of the figures:—
. Expansible Duplex

Distriet hotnes. homes. Flats.
South Perth .. 17 36 14
Belmont .. 30 2 —
Manning Estate .. 70 - 28 —_
Claremont .. 6 2z —
Bayswater 4 — -—
Hilton Park .. 2 — —
White Gum Valle 3 4 —
Collie .. 4 — —
Bunbury 4 — —_

I suppose the Fremantle aren has a bigger
population than any of those places, yet out
of those 238 homes it has been alloited only
five expansible homes—two at Hilton Park
and three at White Gum Valley. - I do not
consider that is anywhere near the number
it should obtain. The distriet has an ex-
panding population and many people are
living in very bad ecircumstances. Some
houses are badly overerowded with 12 people
living in a hownse. In passing, I might men-
tion one small three-roomed house in Fre-
mantle which is in the eentre of the town
and has 11 people living in it of different
sexes, some of them being 16 vears of age.
That is an awful state of affnirs. The fami-
lies coneerned have been endeavouring to
serure homes for a considerable period, but
nnfortunately the Housing Commission is .
not in a2 pesition to sapply them. Tt pro-
vides as many as it can, but there is an
ever-inereasing numher of people seeking
aceommaodation.
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Only yesterday I had a visit from a fellow
living at the smelters. That is a place also
known to the Minister for Lands. This man
is living in a campp ownéd by a bachelor
and measures 10 x 12 . The owner went
for a trip to the Old Country and allowed
the other man’ to have the camp for six
months. He has now returned and wants
his camap back, and the man has been en-
deavonring to obtain a home, He has two
children. There is no water at the eamp,
no washing facilities and no electricity—
pothing at all. He and bhis children are
living in conditions ljke that. We recently
had a deputation to the Minister for Lands
about cutting up an estate at Hamilton Hill.
I hope the Minister will agree to that snb-
division. It is good land. I understand the
Town Planning Comm®sioner wants the
bloeks to be larger than is proposed, but I
hope they will go through as guarter-mcre
blocks.
" The Minister for Lands: The matter has
been resubmitted to the Town Planning
Board for further consideration.

Mr. POX: T think a quarter-acre block
is large enough for a man who has to go
out and do his 40 hours a week.

Hon, A. H. Panton: It is much too large.

Mr. FOX: Yes, it is too large for one
man to work properly, although I believe
we shoul] pot make the blocks less than a
quarter-zere because we want g little breath-
Ing space. I wish to say a word or two
ahont the constrnetion of flats, Omne or two
members have said they favour their con-
struction, 1 hope we shall never have flats
builf in Western Australia, because they are
the start of slums. If they are erected I
hope they will be built in the distriets of
the members who are in favour of them. I
know the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping said that flats shonld be built.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: There is no more building space
in Snbiaco; there are no more quarter-acre
blocks for sale.

Mr. FOX: That might he omne of the
reasons why the Honorary Minister for Sup-
ply and Shipping suggested the building of
flatz=. We do not want them heeanse they
develop into slums. I eame up on the bus
today with people newly arrived from
England, and T asked them if they
knew anything abont flafs there and their
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reply was that in Manchester thousands of
people were living in flats and they were
pleased to see the type of buildings in West-
ern Australia. They wished there were simi-
lar buildings in England as flats were no
good to anyone, They said thai the neigh-
bours annoyed each other, and that if vermin
got into one flat it rapidly spread through
the lot; that there was no room for the
children to play; that it was objectionable
to have to use communmity kitchens, wash-
houses and bathreoms. .

It is all very well to speak of flats in
Mount’s Bay-road and other places. Tt is
very nice for a man and his wife to have a
flat with all modern appliances. If we could
supply the people with self-contained flats
together with the amenities that are to be
found in the Mount's Bay-road flats, that
would be all right, but T hope that flats will
never be built in Western Australia and
people herded into them like a lot of cattle.
There is any amount of space in Western
Australiz; there i no shortage of building
lots. 'We_should not build flats. We have
gone backwerds emough by ereeting tents.
I understand there are a couple at the Mel-
ville eamp.

The Minister for Honsing: There iz a
total of four.

Mre. FOX: It is a sfart. I hope that no
people will go into them. They may be
all right in the summertime.

Mr. (irayden: You would rather see them
sitting on the footpath.

Mr. FOX: The hon. member ought not to
talk about auvbody sitting on the footpath.
He was born with a silver spoch in his
mounth and knows nothing of the sitvation.
He was not bronght up among working
people.

Mr. Grayden: T have been out with a truck
to pick them up. You should talk.

Mr, FOX: The member for Middle Swan
knows nothing about the {rials and tribula-
tions of the working people.

Mr. Grayden: What a hypocrite you are!
You ask the member for Fremantle about
it. Ask him ahout the 16-roomed home with
two people in it. What a hypoerite!

Mr. FOX: You dirty ‘skunk; that is all
you are.
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The CHAIRMAXN : Order!

Mr. FOX: I ask the member for Middle
Swan to withdraw his remark.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The member
for Middle Swan has heen asked to with-
draw the term ‘‘hypocrite,’’ which is un-
parliamentary.

Ar. GQrayden: If vou, Mr. Chairman, in-
sist, I maturally have to withdraw.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! It must be
an unqualiied withdrawal.

Mr. Grayden: ] have withdrawn.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: He did not apolo-

gise.

Mr. FOX: I did not want him to.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Middle Swan has withdrawn. T ask the
member for South Fremantle to continume.

Mr. FOX: I have the greatest contempt
for him. .Another matter I wish to deal
with is in connection with the statement
made hy the membher for East Perth abont
a number of shacks that ‘were erected at

" Roekingham. 1 have made inquiries and I
understand that no shacks have been erected
at Rockingham. The only camps that are
there are a few fishermen's shacks that have
been there for the last 50 years, They are
not in a very good state of repair. Omne
has heen constrneted to house a man whe
wag doing some work for the Commonwealth
and it was necessary for him to have a home
in the distriet. No doubt the Minister for
Housing would he able to tell us that no
shacks have beep built at Rockingham. The
road board secretary told me there have been
none.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. FOX: The last matter I wish to talk
about is in conneetion with the sale of
workers' homes. 1 know the (fovernment
has not decided on its poliey in this respect.
I think the homes should be sold at cost,
and not at the present valuation.. It is un-
fair, if a honse was built for £1,200, that
the Government should have it valued now
and sell it for £1,300 or £1,600, and 8o make
a profit on the deal. Even though house-
building ecosts are rising at present, they
may come down later. The only reasonable
way to sell these homes is at cost, and so
give the people who have been living in them

plications?
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every possible beneflt. Quite a number of
the tenants have been in the homes for some
time and have taken particular care of them
by making gardens and properly looking
after their places.

MR. WILD (Swan) [4.49]: Last even-
ing the member for Pilbara made refer-
ence to the faet that the question of hous-
ing had heen made » political football. Tf
that is so, it has been done by members of
the Opposition. T have a vivid recollec-
tion, not so long ago, of a member on the
other side rising to* his feet and making
startling allegations jn this connection, and
then not having sufficiently the courage of

_ his convictions to go before the subsequent

Royal Commissiorny, Al members know that
the solving of the housing problem has not
been and will not be easy but, in the inter- _
ests of all the people at present suffering
through the housing shortage, T feel that
any comments on howsing that we make in
this Chamber should be of a construetive
nature, We shounld tackle the problem
realistically. Tt is no use saying what hap-
pened in 1938 or 1939; let us get down to
the position as it is in 1949, and decide how
we are to overcome the difficulties.

Alr, Graham: With 22,000 ontstanding ap-

Mr. WILD: There was no house building
during the war vears and subsequfent to the
war we find that 27,500 people have heen
added to the population of this State. TLast
evening, in answer to a question, the Minis-
ter for Housing said that something over
6,000 migrants had been brought to Western
-Australia in the past 12 months, Apart
from that, there are many who have come
here under their own steam from Burma,
India and even from the Old Country. We
know that sinee 1945 the building rate has
been steadily increasing. I realise that it
has not kept pace with the numhber of new
arrivals in the State,-but I do not see what
good we are doing our long-suffering people
by coming here and endeavouring to make 2
monntain out of a mele-hill. That will not
help them. When we rise to speak on hous-
ing in this Chamber we should try to be
constructive in order to afford our people
some help. During this year there have
been stoppages unprecedented in the history
of Western Australia and they heve seri-
ously curtailed production of all those thing:
required for the house building programme
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Mr. Redoreda: It was nearly as bad as
the war.

Mr. WILD: We had a stoppage of ne
less than eight weeks due to the power honse
breakdown, and then there was the coal
strike which meant a loss of 11 weeks pro-
duction out of 32 weeks, Is it any wonder
that the housing position has deteriorated
in the past three or four months?

Mr. Rodoreda: But that sort of thing was
considered to be only incidental at the last
election. You did nof think of things like
that.

- . -

Mr. WILD: Members of the Housing
Commission have been faced with a terrifie
problem and 1 do not think any mem-
ber in this House would like to be placed
in the same position. The Housing Com-
mission has only a limited number of bouses
"to hand out among those needing them and
\when we consider that there are 80 mem-
bers of Parliament who make representa-
tions on behalf of their constituents, we
can realise that the officials of, the Housing

~ Commission find themselves in a very dif-
ficult position. There are bound to be mis-
takes in the best regulated of families and
I have seen glaring mistakes in my own
electorate, but frcquently when one gues
into the matter one ﬁnds there is a real
basis for some individual having been given
a house in preference to somebody else.
I believe that during the past 12 months
the Housing Commission could hawe fur-
ther pssisted the building programme in two
directions. . I feel they have not investi-
gated the self help building system as much
as they should have. As T said about this
time last year, when we were dealing with
the same Estimates, both the Gosnells and
Armadale-Kelmscoti Road Boards have
adopted a humane atiitude towards the
man who is without a house.

In my electorate, and particularly round
Gosuells, the namber of £50 permits granted
has heen enormous. I think thai £50 per-
mits should he raised to at least £150 or
£200, as I feel certain that, by using every
available week-end and with the belp of
their friends, those needing houses would
be able to build bhundreds more dwellings
in my distriet. I also believe that the use

of cement brieks and conerete walls has

not been availed of to a sufficiently great
extent. About 12 months ago I and three
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or four other members had opportunity of
seeing & company—I cannot remember its
name—pouring c¢ement walls at Queen’s
Park. After some delay the Housing Com-
mission gave that company a permit to
build stz houses, If the Commission con-
sidered "the standard was good enough for
six houses, I submit it should have been
good enough for a thousand and six, but
instead of that, permission was given for
only six of these houses to be built. Fel-
lowing that, while the Commission was try-

- ing to make up its mind to allow the build-

ing of some more of these houses, the com-
pany lost most of its tradesmen, and no
more of those dwellings were built. After
a long delay it has mow been decided to
allow some more of those bouses to be con-
structed and permission has been given for
the efestion of a further 15,

A member, a colleague 6f mine, went out
a few days ago and bad a look at the “Mono-
crete” brick works. There, there are sufii-
cient bricks for the walls of 40 or 50 houses.
I feel that the Housing Commission has
had its head in the clouds and should now
come down to earth. Last week-end I was
at Geraldton and took the opportunity of
examining a number of houses dund Don-
gara that had heen built of cement bricks
50 years ago. They are still standing and
will apparently stand for another 50 years,
yet one or two gentlemen on the Housing
Commission have consistently adepted the
idea that we must have a standard of hous-
ing that one would expect for an area such
a5 Nedlands. I do not think any mem-
ber would be ashamed to live in a house
walled with cement. Those dwellings have
stood the test of time in Western Austra-
lia and members know tkat all over the
State there can be seen houses huilt with
cement walls 50 or even 70 years ago,
which today are as good as ever they were.
A more realistic approach must now be
made to this problem and when we have
people willing to help themselves we should
help them and should also assist the com-
panies that are willing to make cement
bricks or pour cement walls. They should
be encouraged to produce as many bricks
and build #s many houses as they possibly
can.

I was pleased to see, at long last, a full-
time chairman of the Housing Commission
appointed some three or four months ago.
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No-one had anything sgainst Mr. Reid, but
1 suggest that no human being could be
Under Treasurer, Chairman of the Hous-
ing Commission, and a member of four or
five boards and give any one of them
his full attention, let alone all of them.
With the appointment of the full-time
chairman to the Commissiox and the ar-
rival of more machinery for eement produe-
tion, the position should improve. With
increased production of bricks and timber
and the arrival of more labour from over.
sea, I feel certain that we ean in the not
too distant future look forward to a con-
siderable increase in our hounse building
rate.

HON. E. H H HALL (Geraldton)
{5.10]: I think I am safe in saying that
nearly everyong who has spoken on the
housing Estimates has had nothing but good
to say about the "staff employed by the State
Housing Commission, That at least is some-
thing we can be thankful for. In the main,
the staff have endeavoured to give faithful,
conseientious and efficient service. But where
do we go from there? That the position is
one of extreme difficnlty, every fair-minded
person myst admit. There is a well known
saying from the Old Book that, “You ean-
not make bricks without straw.” Therefore,
we cannof build houses without the necessary
materials and the neeessary materials con-
sist of many artieles other than bricks. Take
my own town of Geraldion! We have had
a brickworks there for many years and the
proprictor has been unable fo make bricks
because he could not obtain the necessary
staff to assist him. I understand that the
labour required could not be classified as
skilled labour. Some few months ago he
was able to obtain six Balts and, although
they are unaccustomed to the work—which
T am given to understand is fairly heavy
and heavier for men unacecustomed to it—
he has recommenced operations. I mention
that fact as an indication of one of the
things_that hold np the erection of houses.

There ave many materials required hefore
2 house can be completed and the tenant
zains possession. [ well remember that some
couple of vears agn there were no less than
six or seven houses in Geraldton, all fully
completed with the exception of eertain fit-
tings in connection with the water, but the
tenents were nof permitted to oecupy those
houses until the fittings were supplied and

]
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installed. So, if we desire to be fair to the
Commission, we must realise the many diffi-
culties that have faced it over the last few
years. Last but not least I would refer to
the many stoppages that have taken place,
not ouly in this State but also in the East-
ern States. We are dependent on the other
States for many articles which are uged for
the completion of houses.

After making due allowances for the many
difficulties which have to be accounted for
we must ask ourselves, are we entirely satis-
fied? I will eorrect that question, because
we can never be entirely satisfied with many
things. But are we able to say that we are
in some wpy coping with this problem com-
mensurate with the requirements? We heard
from the member for East Perth last night,
what we have been hearing during the whole
of this session. I think he said that the
nomber of people requiring homes was some
22,000. Let us halve that number and caill
it 11,000. Let us bring it down to half that
number and eall it 5,000,

Hon, F. 4. S. Wise: Still too many.
Mr. Graham: The Minister says 8,000.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If there are 8,000

homeless people—
Mr, Graham: No, 8,000 applicants.

Hon. E. H. H HALL: I take it that it
would be too drastic to say that they are
homeless but if, according to the Minister,
there.are 8,000 applicants, then are we step-
ping out to mcet this abnormal situation?
Tt is not much use getting up and saying
that this is not a Party question. In the
name of all that is right, true and decent
surely it should not be necessary to keep on
saying that it is not a Party question. Surely
we can all come together in providing homes
for our people! T frequently disagree with
the member for Bast Perth, frequently and
violently, but T am, with him, and every other
member of this Chamber, irrespective of
what seat in the House he oe~upies, in en-
deavouring to have something done to meet
the terrible situation confronting us.

When we are speaking on a serious mat-
ter such-as this we must he especially ecare-
ful that we do not, in any way, exaggerate.
Therefore, when the member for East Perth
—T1 think I am eorrect as to his remarks—
said that it took as long as 12 months to
build a hounse, I suggest to him that be was
exaggerating.
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Mr. Graham: Definitely not.

Mr., Styapts: He is not exzaggerating.
There is a house within a stone’s throw of
my place. It has been under construction
for ten months and is nowhere nearly fin-
ished.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I must accept the
hon, member's statement.

Hon. A. A, M, Coverley: Will you apolo-
gise to him?

The CHAIRMAXN: Order!

Hon. E, H, H. HALL: As hoth the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie and the member for East
Perth state that it is no exaggeration, then
I accept the: statement.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: You had better
present him with a dozen erayfish tails as a
peace offering.

Hon, E. II. H. HALL: If it takes that
long to finish houses, then something should
be done to increase the supply of materials.
I am glad the member for Guildford-Midland
is in his seat, because last night he spoke
abont something that happened in Geraldton

and I wish to correet his statement. I know

from persenal knowledge that the hon. mem-
her was making a mistake. I think he said
he had lived in what he called beach flats,
That is the first time I have heard them
referred {o as flats. T do not know the real
meaning of the word “flat,”” but we have
always referred o them as beach camps.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: No.
rect term is beach cottages.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL : In 1945, the Health
Department took action. The camps were
erected for housing country people during
the summer months. These people spent
their holidays in Geraldton but eventually,
owing to the housing sitpation, other people
occupied these camps and lived there per-
manently and were only too glad to get
them. In November, 1944, the Health De-
partment issued notices that each of these
camps should be fitted with a septic tank.
Although there may not have been any
bathrooms, they were all fitted with
showers, The member for Guildford-iid-
land said that he had lived in one of these
so-called flats. T wonld tel! the hon. member
that I have- done so too, and I know that
when I corrected him I did so with personal
knowledge of the faets. When the hon.
member lived in the camps these facilities

The cor-
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. may not have been provided, but sinee 194

each of them has been fitted with a septi
system and water and electrie light had bee
available from the time of ereetion. As a
indication of the difficulties associated wit
this problem, I would remind the Chambe
of the wviolent’ disagreement between tw
members of the Labour Party—the membe
for East Perth and the member for Sout
Fremantle—on the necessity or advisabilit
of building flats.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: Where do you stan
on that question?

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: I thank the Leade
of the Opposition for that interjection, be
cause I am inclined to be on the side o
the member for South Fremantle. In
country seeh as this, where we have ampl
space, we should construet places on th
lines of the beach. camps in Geraldto
rather than ereet huge blocks of flats. I
we do that, we will be down on Mothe
Earth, and the kiddies, referred to by th
member for South Fremantle, can get abou
on the gronnd and have sufficient space t
play. Also, the people themselves woul
have more privacy than woald be availabl
in huge blocks of flats.

My, Graham: I was expressing the pri

"ference for flats as against fowl houses.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I agree with th
hon. member there. He quoted an instanc
last night of a man who had been livin
with his wife in one room for 10 year
and when I asked him if this man had bee
in constant employment he assured me }
had. If he has betn living under thos
cireumstances for such a long period surel
there is something wrong with the man

Mr. Graham: He was in the Forees f¢
half of the time, as I pointed out.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: When I take m
family around the metropolitan area :
week-ends I cannot help but notice the bur
dreds of houses that have heen constructe
and are in the process of construection.

Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: That was the sam
in 1647,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: They are all e
tremely desirable residences and of a ver
fine type. There are thousands of peop
waiting to be granted any sort of aceomm
dation and when one thinks that we has
the timber supplies and fibrolite manufas
turing works, one cannot but wonder, s
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‘he member for Swan said just now, why
10mes cannot be construcied more rapidly.
[mstead of building the type of house that
t is, why is not the Commission & little
nore realistic, and as the member for East
Perth said last night, why does it not get
away from the departmental methods, and
do something to meet the position? I forget
for a moment just how many people are on
this Commission—some geven or nine mem-
bers I believe—but I think there is a repre-
gentative of the trade unions con it.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: There is a woman,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I do not know
Mr. Coram, who is a member of the Com-
mission, and if I did I do not know whether
it would be the correet thing for me to
approach him, or for any other member to
do so, to ask why his Commission has not
got on with the job with a little more ex-
pedition than.it has. When T have listened
to the member for East Perth giving his
experience of these matters I have often
wondered why he has not approached Mr,
Coram and asked him for his opinion on
them. Take the instance of this medieal
man whose ease was featured in the Press.
I think his name was GHild—

The Minister for Housing: It is (ild. Be
careful with that because there has been
same confusion with thé name.

Hon. F. J, 8. Wise: It is not a case of
gilding Gild. _ L

The Minister for Housing: It is gilding
the lily.

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: What answer has
the Housing Commission to offer for grant-
ing a permit for a bunilding such as that
whilst these thousands of people who have
been waiting for far longer periods for any
sort of habitation have not been housed?
Whilst we have a Commission composed as
it is of many people representing all walks
of life I cannot understand why ijt should
grant a permit to buwild a house of this
nature to Dr. Gild.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Iiid not the Min-
ister also approve of the granting of the
permit ?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am asking him.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That is right; ask
him!

The Minister for Housing: The Minister
did not even see the application.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Unfortunately
there have heen too many instances of this
kind. We cannot expect 100 per ceut. efil-
cieney with the <taft such as is in the offices
of the Housing Commission and, whilst it
is faeed with so many complex problems, it
would he unreasunavie not to expect some
of the happenings such as are oceurring
now. Bat in too many instances do these
glaring breaches occur. In “The Sunday
Times” we read—

Hundreds of ome-roem holiday shacks will
be built at Pt. Peron—if the Department of
Interior agrees to a Rockingham Road Board
proposal.

That is something they say is going to be
done, but further on they state-—

At Naval Base—near Rockingham boundary
—Fremantle Road Board secured 98 Dblocks
from the Commonwealth. On this rising ground

overlooking the sea 40 small week-end shacks
are now being erected.

Most of these shacks should be completed
well before Christmas.
T think if T heard correctly, in answer to
the member for East Perth, the Min-
ister today admitted thai this is so. How
much Ionger is this kind of thing to go on?
1 think the Committee is entitled to some
explanation. As the member for Swan has
said, this matter should be deall with in a
realistic manner. That could mean anything.
However, I should say it means the giving
to these people, who have been waiting for
accommodation fer so long, some sort of
habitation which they and their families s0
greatly desire. We are spending huge sums
of mone¥v hringing people to our shores and
I have nothing against that, but it bhas been
recognised down through the ages that it is
better to increase our population from those
who are already within our shores.

The Minister for Housing: I think T wit}
appoint yon the rext Minister.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Minister has
said a monthful!

Mr. Graham: The member for (Jeraldton
accepts the Minister's offer.

Hon. K. H. H. HALL: No-one acknow-
ledges the courtesy that is shown by the
present Minister for Housing more than 1
do. 1If it is possible, ke is fob courteous.
1 understand, from a statement in “The
Sunday Times' that he 1s resigning his port-
folio; also that he is resigning his seat as
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soon as Parliament closes and that will mean
the appointment of sorme other Minister.
Although it might be impertineni for me
to say so, I think that in the interests of the
State, and in the interests of those people
who are waiting for homes he should at least
make it his duty to serve his term of office
to the full, betruse he must necessarily know
more about this job than any new man pos
sibly eould.

AMr. Graham: This will make the ‘member
for Swan wild.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: If he is to—

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He is “Wild" al-
ready.

Hon E. H. H. HALL: —foist on the Com-
mission and its staff the added burden of
ingtructing a new Minister in his duties I
do not think it will be fair. That is what
will have to be done because Ministers must
necessarily undergo a certain amount of
training by their staffs.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: That is right; they
are not born.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: No, they are not
born. The Minister has gained a great deal
of sxperienee and knoawledge in the fow
years he has had this. portfolio, and I think
that he should continwe to give the people
of this State the benefit of that unti] his
term as a member for West Perth expires
at the next election. The situation is bad
enough, goodness knows, without our having
to put up with a brand new Minister. He
might be—T do not know; who does?—only
able to hold bis job until next April.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: That will be the

position.
. Hon. E. H. H. HALL: And yet the pre-
sent Minister is running away! This even-
ing he said facetiously—I take it it was a
feeetions remark—that the member for
Geraldton should be appointed as the new
Minister.

Mr. Graham: What nonsense!

Mr. Hoar: It was not facetious at all.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: At any rate, you
could not de any worse, could you?

Hon, E. H, H. HALIL: I could not hope
to do nearly as well as the present Minister
for Housing. 1 could not stand the strain
of it.

Hon. F, J. S. Wise: Do not be so modest!
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Hon. E, H. H. HALL: 1 have iold the
Chamber before that I do not know how the
secretary of the State Housing Commission
—against whom from time fo time I have
had to voice some complaints—has been able
to stand up to his job. I mentioned one very
unsatisfactory case in this House and I did
not get an acceptable answer. I went to the
Premier and I told him abont something
that had happened that should not have
oceurred. As a matter of fact, there was
never any satisfaetory explanation advanced
in that case, hut I realise that there must be
mistakes. Flow some of the officers con-
cerned are able to carry on and still remain
outside the walls of the Claremont lunatie
asylum I do not know, for a terrible straian
is imposed upon them. I do not want the
impression gained that I regard the job as
an easy one, Anyone who has a desire to
be fair will never suggest it is an easy task.

Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: Hear, hear!

Hon. E, H, H. HALL: But there is this
Job to. do, and I know that my people in
Geraldton have not received the serviece from
the State Housing Commission that they are
entitled to. If I did not draw attention to
the faet, I would he worse than the member
for Kimberley implied when he hag inter-
jected from time to time during my remarks.

Hon, A, H._ Panton: What did he say?

_Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I will leave that to
the hon. member, While I am a supporter
of the present Government I have a duty to
perform, and T must say that I am entirely
dissatisfied with what bag been done by the
State Houaing Commission—and when I say
that, I do not refer to the staff. As a matter
of fact, we have never been fold what are
the duties and aetivities of this body that
consists, I understand, of a number of men
and one lady. Do they have the final word
in allocations®

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: Yes.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Do they take any
action to satisfy themselveg that reports they
receive from their officers are somewhere
near the mark?

Hon. F. J, 8. Wisc: I think they do.

Hen. E, H. H. HALL: If that is so, they
make far too many mistakes. Irrespective
of whether the Government will take anv
notice of what I say—

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Ministers will not.
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Houn. E. H. H, HALL: —T strongly urge
the Premier and his colleagues to take heed
of the uiterances of members and to give
the matter their most earnest consideration
in the interests of the people of this Staie
and the thousands who are awaiting homes.
In all earnestness, I pleaded with the Gov-
ernment to make a full-time appointment
respecting the chairmanship of the Commis.
gion. Now that the present Minister is
uaderstoat to be vacating his portfolio
shortly, T trust that the Government will see
to it that whoever follows him will have the
housing problem only to deal with and that
matters affecting native affairs will he
transferred to some other Minister,

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: To someone who
will stand up to it.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise:
Forests?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: bet us see to it
that whoever is appointed to Cabinet is
given the full-time job of looking after hous-
ing matters and does not flit away to the
North-West or to the Eastern States—im-
portani though the matters may be that he
intends to deal with. Let him give all his
attention to the housing problem, and make
a job of it. Some driving force is necessary,
and the new Minister should put everything
into his task. The Commission should devote
considerable time and thought to planning
so that some sort of shelter shall be provid-
ed for people who now have to live in one
room.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is a pity that
the Country Party members do not have
more influenee in the present Administra-
tion,

Hon. E, H. H, HALL: I do not forget
that the Government is up against the build-
ing bylaws of local anthorities,

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have broken
that down.

Hon. E. H- H. HALL: And so we should.
If Parliament is supreme, we shonld see
that saction is taken. We are facing a time
of erisis. As the membgr for East Perth
said the other night, something out of the
ordinary has to be done or we shall never
catech up with the leeway, especially with
the migrants coming here in such numbers.
While that phase must be attended to, we
must see to it that, thongh we want to en-
courage these newcomers to settle here and

And what abouf
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become good Australians, our own peopl
who are now here are mot overlooked.
have people writing to me, and some o
them have gone to Geraldton, and they tel
me of their position when they have thei
wives scattered .in several places through
out the State.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: How many wive
have they?

- Hon. E. H, H. HALL: They are scat
tered about, and a long way from wher
they redide. How can we expect people t
populete the State if we cannot give ther
homes?

The Minister for Housing: We ca
bardly be expected to cope with that.

Mr. Graham: They certainly must b
nearer than 100 miles apart.

Hon. E*H. H. HALL: That is the posi
tion.

Mr. Graham: It cannoi be done by cor
regspondence. )

Mr. Styants: Or by co-respondents?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It is well sai
that a little nonsense now and then 1
relizshed by the wisest of men.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And so you quit
relish it!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: This subject !
far too serious to be treated with levity
Withount doubt we will get nowhere unle:
we deal with the problem adequately.
conld burst into tears when I think of it

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That would nc
‘be something new for you.

Mr. Hoar: You have nearly got me the
way, too.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T realise that lon
sperches will not get us anywhere.

Mr. Bovell: You quoted a rhyme on a pre
vious oceasion and perbaps it is appropriat
to remind you that—

A wise old owl sat in an oak,

The more he saw, the less he apoke;
The less he spoke, the more he heard,
Why can’t we all be like that bird?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T have heard tha
before. - .

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: So it is not original

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: There is a stor;
about another hird, too.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
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Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Quoting long ex-
tracts from the daily newspapers of what
happened long ago between certain political
pearties will not assist in the solution of this
problem.

Hon. ¥, J. 8. Wise: At any rate, I think
you are on the right track with regard to
the local authorities.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T am pleased to
hear that from the Leader of the Opposi-
tion who has had such a lengthy ex-
perience.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Bulldust!

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: Anything he says,
I shall take notice of. In this matter, it is
up to the Government to take the necessary
action to provide shelter and accommoda-
tion for our people. I could speak for two

hours on the subject hut possibly it wounld’

be of no avail, 1T hope the new Minister
when he is appointed, will be required to
devote the whole of his atiention to housing
matters so that he.could give it his undivided
attention, becnuse I think the situation ts so
seriong that it necessitates the full and un-
divided attention of the most able man we
can secire. I will not have any opportunity
to vote foy the member who iz to hold the
position. Members know that, but I am most
anxions—as I take it we all are—that the
utmost drive should be put into this job.
I desire to conclude on this note: As long
as we have thousands of people who are
denied housing accommodation for them-
selves, their wives and families, are we not
in danger of doing what all members are
trying to prevent? Are we not in danger
of breeding that discontent which in my
opinion makes it easy for a man to say, as
William Shakespeare put it, “A plague on
both their houses”? Are we not inviting
them to deride our democratic way of life?
We are driving men fo the extremes of com-
munism by denying them a home. No
Minister could devote his time and energies
to anything more praiseworthy than the
housing of the people.

Members: Hear, hear!

MRB. ACELAND (Irwin-Moore) [5.42]:
1 do not intend to follow what has been
a popular pastime throughout this session,
that of criticising and abusing the Minister
for Housing and the Housing Commission,
but I want to make some suggestions with
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reference to the policy of the Commission.
Before doing 80 I wish to say that I have
every appreciation of what the Minister
and the Commission are trying to do. They
certainly have increased the building rate,
A greater quantity of building material is
beeoming available,

Mr. Graham: And a greater number of
people are waiting for it.

Mr., ACKLAND: I think that if some
members of the Opposition would devote
as much zttention to speeding up production
as they do to abusing the Minister, we might
get somewhere.

Hon. A. H. Panton: He is too nice to-
abuse.

Mr, ACKLAND: I think I am right when
I say that in 1945, at the end of the war,
we had praetically 500,000 less men in pro-
daction than we have now, and I think I
would also be right in saying that we are
producing less today than we did then. What
is the canse of the slowness of providing
houses not only here but throughout Aus-
tralia? It is beeause no-one iz giving of
his best. I think the members of the Op-
position could give very considerable help.

Hon. T, J. 3. Wise: That is nousense.

Me. ACKLAND: I do not intend to fol-
Jow that line of thought very far, but when
I came into this Chamber—

Mr. Neetham: You are on dangerous
ground.

Mr. ACKLAND: —I tried to help in giv-
ing effect to & policy of decentralisation and
it is to that point I wish to address myself.
I believe building materials came under con-
trol about 1945, ¥rom that day to this,
only=two renta! homes have been huilt in
my electorate, Irwin-Moore, For those asso-
ciated with the electorate that is nothing to
be proud of. Sinee this Government as-
sumed office two houses have been built at
Moora,

A little over 12 months ago I approached
the Premier and the Minister for Housing
and informed them of the housing position
in my electorate, and some 12 months ago
a promise was made that 18 houses would
be built there, six at Dalwailinu, six at Moora
and six at Wongan Hills. T have done all
in my power to press for even this small
programme. Today when visiting the Hous-
ing Commission I aseertained that a con-
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tract had been let for three honses at YWon-
gan Hills, that land had been purchased at
Dalwallinu and that the Commission was
still trying fo secure sufficient suitable land
at Moora on which to ereet six houses.

Mr. Grabam: Have you any swamps
there?

Mr. ACKLAND: In my opinion, if the
Housing Commission had been really serious
in this matter it eonid have done better than
that.

Mr. Reynolds: I thought you were not
going to criticise the Commission.

Mr. ACKLAND: I care not where one
goes in the metropolitan area, whether to
Claremont, Greylands, Osborne Park, Floreat
Park—,

Hon. A. H., Panton:
Leederville.

Mr. ACKLAND: —Midland Junction or
any other suburb, one will see rows of new
houses.

The Premier: Hundreds!

Mr., ACKLAND: Streets of them, yet in
the country “we are very short of houses.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Not one house has
been built in Leederville for 1¢ years.

Mr. ACKLAND: T do not know about
Leederville.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You just said “all
the suburbs” That js the way you talk.
You do not know.

Mr. ACKLAND: That is the position as
[ see it. I do not know of a township in
‘any country distriet that is not languishing
because of lack of new houses. Every country
store, garage or business could employ more
people if there were accommodation tor
them.

Mr. Hoar: Whose fault is it?

Mr. ACKLAND: Almost every ecountiry
hotel—at least in my electorate—is devoting
accommodation intended for travellers to
voung married people who would be much
better off attending to their own homes than
spending their spare time in hotels. The
statement has been made that people will
not seek work in the country. If members
will forgive me for introducing a personal
matter, I would like to do so by way of
illustration. A few months age I advertised

Do not mention

Thousands?!
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for a general farm labourer and was for-
tunate enough to be able to state in the
advertisement that a comfortable home would
go with the position. I received 57 applica-
tions for the job. They came from all walks
of life, men who in many instances would
not know ome machine from another or &
fine Merino sheep from a coarse Englsh
wool sheep. Many of them said they did
not. They were not interested in anything
but getting a home. They said that in order
to get a home they would do their best in
the job for which they applied.

The only inguiries made were those relat-
ing to living quarters, nooe at all about
the terms of their engagement. If we are
prepared to build houses in the country we
will not have any difficulty in getting
people to go there. Not a local aunthority
in Western Ausiralia with which I have
come into contact has been able to get
sufficient road board workers. People in
the country cannot get canfractors, whether
for shearing, carting or anything else, be-
cause there is nowhere for them to live in
the townships. I believe a double serviee
will be done to Western Australia, if, in-
stead of our being s¢ anxions to build up
this octopus of the metropolitan area,
where already more than half the people
are living, folk were enconraged to go into
the country. If I had to live on a back
verandah, or in some room or something
of that sort, I would certainly live in the
metropolitan area where amenities are ob-
tainable that do not exist in the country.
But if we give people the opportunity of
living under decent eonditions in the coun-
try they will go there and will thus not
only relieve the labour position in the eoun-
try, but will improve the general economy
of the State. FEven the position of the
railways would be relieved. Members who
have read the report of Mr. Duplessis will
remember he menticned the fact that traf-
fic is all one way in this country and guite
different from what it was in other places he
had visited.

I would most earnesiiy ask the Minis-
ter for Housing to give greater considera-
tion tn country townships. There are about
seven in my electorate, and that is only
one part of the State. Every one of the
small country towns badly needs houses.
The three places T have mentioned, instead
of six each could take more than 12 houses,
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and there are four or five other towns
where six or seven are very badly needed.
I have no complaint to find with the Hous-
ing Commission for what it has done in
regard to building. All things considered,
it has dome a good job and increased the
building rate. There is also more material
becoming available, When we consider the
strikes and the power break-downs and
things of that description, what has been
achieved is very much to its- eredil. But
the poliey of building all these hounses in
and around the metropolifan area to the
exclusion of the ecuntry distriets is one that
does not reflect credit on.the Commission,
or the Government, or this Parliament.

HON. F. J. 8. WISE (Gaseoyne) [5.53]:
I thonghl several members were going to
rise or I would not have been so tardy
in doing so. I intended originally to speak
at eonsiderable length in this debate, but
there are so many other vital Estimates to
be considered that I will curtail my re-
marks to a few moments. I was very in-
terested to hear the member for Swan
pleading that.this subject cease to be poli-
tical and stating that it was the Opposition
which was making it a political matter. I
deny that emphatically. I wounld like to
remind the hon. member of the tacties
adopted by his Party particularly in con-
nection with housing, and the statements
made in the poliey speeches, in advertising,
and in public pronouncements during Feb-
ruary, March and April of 1947. To the
present Governmeni I attach no serious
criticism nor do I complain about the diffi-
cnlties associated with the obtaining of
materials; that is, if the Government is
exerting its bhest endeavour. But I do seri-
ously criticise and condemn the Govern-
ment for wilfully misrepresenting the posi-
tion in 1947, when it made so many cruel
and untrue statements and so many pious
promises whieh have never been fulfilled.

If members have any doubt of that, 1
have a complete list of those promises,
which I wounld not take up the time of the
Committee this afterncon in relating with
a view to showing how desperate it must
* have been in failing to present am accurate
assessment of the position or wilfully mis-
representing it. The advertisements of
those days will not bear examination. It
would be crnel on my part, so far as em-
barrassment of the Government is eon-
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cerned, to snalyse them in the eourse oft
this debate. In some instances they were
personal to me, because I was Minister for
Housing at that time. But I had a keen
appreciation of the difficulties and not af
any stage that I can remember was I afraid
of work. I attempted to face up in a realis-
tic way to the problems presented not only
in the preparation of plans—which this
Government has in a great measure en-
joyed—not slone in that respect, or in the
purchase of thousands of desirable build-
ing bloeks in many suburbs, but in actu-
ally constructing, through the Housing
Commission, hundreds and hundreds of
homes in new suburbs, which have since
been added to.

So if any member from that side wishes
that this cease te be a political subject,
because it is a difficult one and because the
eriticism of the Government will have to
be very pointed and direct insofar as its
ineapacity to carry out its promises is con-
cerned, that is the point I will focus
attention upon rather than the plight—the
desperate plight—of thousands of people
who have been unable to obtain homes in
spite of what was promised fo two-unit
families, quite apart from the sufferings of
five-unit families who are still not housed.
It is a dismal story, no matter how attempts
are made to colour it, We have heard this
afternoon from two or three members on the
other side of the House statements of their
experiences, which certainly show how dis-
tressing the whole housing position is and
must continue to be unless some other ap-
proach is made to the subjeet, and some of
those earlier promises are retracted in fair-
ness and honesty of purpose, and the disil-
lusioned people given some greater hope
than they have al present. Some of those
promises should be retracted to avoid further
heartburnings and disappointments.

I have been trying te get houses for my
district and have had the utmost co-opera-
tion from the Commission under the diffienlt
cirenmstances obtaining in all distant centres,
No-one has a greater appreciation of the
difficulties in connection with materials than
have country members. It does not matter
when one gets & permit; that is not the
worry. The question is: When can one get
materiale? Months, and in fact years in
connection with some commodities, aze pass-
ing by without their being available in a
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fair propertion to country distriets. Those
on the spot, unless their member is very
active, &re, to use common parlance, not in
the race to get materials so vitally needed
for the erection of dwellings in the country.
As for such commodities as galvanised
iron, piping and other things that we have
heard so much about as being likely to come
te us from other parts of the world, what
assurance is there that the country will get
a fair and reasonable proportion in the
seramble, even under the permit system?

Hon. A, H. Panton: The Honorary Min-
ister for Supply and Shipping will see to
that.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE: She will not. I
have po faith in the Honorary Minister for
Supply and Shipping in eonneetion with mak-
ing available and increasing the supply of
commodities wheh normally would come fo
this State. That lack of faith iz founded
on my personal experience and direct at-
tempts in approaching other States to get
those commodities supplied. In econnection
with the 4,000 tons and more of galvanised
iron that is at present urgently needed—

The Minister for Housing: Steel products,
1 think., It is not all galvanised iron,

*Hon. F. J. S. WISE: In the counntry dis-
tricts alone, 2,000 tons of galvanised iron
could be placed.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, but you
cannot buy it.

Hon, . J. 8. WISE: Plain iron is un-
procurable for building tanks, Members this
afternoon heard the reply given to me in re-
gard to the position of piping, fencing wire
and nails, It was a most unsatisfactory re-
ply. I am certain it was not edited by the
Premier. That state of affairs must become
intensified. The position with regard to
cement and other products is extremely diffi-
eult. The cementing of tanks for tHe secur-
ing of water supplies on pastoral and farm-
ing properties, situated 200 miles and more
from a railway, is affected as a result.
Even with the co-operation of the firms eon-
cerned it is hard to have any progress made
in that direction.

Speaking for a moment on costs the
position is almost desperate becaunse of
the almost impossible price that honsing has
rearhed. This matter was featured hy mem-
hers on the Government side when they said
that prices had risen with Wise to £86 a
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square. That staiement was contaifed in
advertisements caleulated to affect the pub-
lic mind. I submit, however, that, side by
side with what was stated in those advertise-
ments, facts could be produced today to
show how impossible it is for home owner-
ship to be contemplated, Prices under
private contract—not Government contract
—have reached £160 and more per square,
But do we not recall how the Deputy Pre-
mier stated almost savagely to the public
that the Government would commence build-
ing for home ownership; that two-unit
families, where hardship was proved, would
be given a permif o build; and that housing
was a muddle? Lot us be fair about this if
we can. So far as I am eoncerned we can
take this matter right nway from polities.

If the Government would be fair in this
connection and acknowledge not only the in-
aceuracies but the unfairness in its eampaign
on this subject, and say that this is such a
vital social matter that no claims or disclaims
need be made about it in the political arena,
I would be prepared to agree. There has
been something suppressed in this connec-
tion. Every effort to get specific information
as to the cost of day-labour houses has been
fruitless. I understand there was a report
in eonnection with it. Early in the second
part of this session I asked a question and
from memory I think the answer was that
there were some differences in the manper
of assembling the costs incurred, whick did
not satisfy the official ‘inquiry—

The Minister for Housing: A satisfactory
comparison eould not be made, on aceount
of the many factors.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: That is a dragnet
statement that could be applied to any set
of honses built under any set of eonditions.
It could apply equally to all the contracts
being let by the Housing Commission and
to private contracts where certain extras
are added under all sorts of guises and an
all sorts nf pretexts. Let us have a direet
statement in that connection. Let us have
the information that the Minister has and
tet us decide whether we are comparing like
with like or whether there is something miss-
ing from the information. We know the
policy of the Government is such that it
would hope for day labour to be a dismal
failure, hut it has not been so and that is
tioubling the Government.
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We know pressure haas been exerted on
the Government to have the day labour sys-
tem discontinued, for reasons that must be
obvious, If the figures given are anything
like correct and there are still 22,680 appli-
cations with the Housing Commission, in
view of the fact that the number is inereas-
ing by 500 per month, something miraculous
will have to happen. Of course the Minister
will say that some of those applications are
in various groups and are being counted
several fimes.

The Premier:
that.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Let us take the
Minister’s figure, that it may be something
in excess of 8,000,

The Minister for Hoasing: About 8,000.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Lei us take that as
an indication. With the marriage rate month
by month, without any pretence at slum
clearance or improvement of conditions in
different sunburbs, it does not take much
thought to indicate how long this distressing
and in some cases desperate position must
continue.

There is no doubt about

The Minister for Housing: If we continue
our progressive rise in building construction
the position need not continue as it 1s.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Construction is not
overtaking the demand at the moment, so if
there is a continuation—

The Minister for Housing: Do not take
the argument of the member for North-East
Fremantle.

Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I am prepared to
add up or analyse figures side by side with
- the member for North-East Fremuntle or
the Minister, but I say something more
tangible in its relief to individuals must be
shown, On Monday I will take up with the
Minister a ease that came to my .notice to-
dzy. It concerns a family that is under
arder of eviction. There are five children,
the husband and wife, and for three years
they have heen promised a house by the
Housing Commission, but are still unsatis-
fied. Now that the Honorary Minister for
Supply and Shipping bas returned to her
seat T ask does she recall eriticising and eon-
demning the previous Government because
people had to live in garages? I refer her

T
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to her speech on the Building Operations
and Materials Control Act of 1945-46. That
position ig still with us.

The Henorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: I quite agree.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. WISE: I am pleased that
the Honorary Minister does agree. Is it not
better for us to admit that that is the posi-
tion and look for ways and means to over-
come it rather than to say that the figures
show we are making considerable progress?

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: We have made progress.

The Minister for Housing: The pro-
gramme must expand and I think it will
show continued rapid expansion.

Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: I think we should
face honestly up to the position. I want to
get the Minister into a frame of mind in
which he will say whether the statements
used in 1947 were true or untrue in regard
to what I think was the greatest period of
achievement in this State’s house building
history, when, from a standing start in Sep-
tember, 1945, o the end of 1947, great pro-
gress was made. If the Mirister will ap-
proach the matter in that way, not only will
I be on his side but also will T be in sym-
pathy with him in his problems and anxious
to help. But while he continues to claim
all sorts of things that will not bear analy-
sis, and that are in disregard of the facts,
I cannot see eye to eye with him.

No houses were' built in Western Auns-
tralia during the war years and all the plant,
contractors’ gear, brick kilns and so on were
disorganised. If the Minister will admit all
that we will begin to get a truer pictore,
There is a terrific lot of information that
must be given to the public. Originally I
intended to be very eritical on this Vote,
but I would rather approach it by asking
that all the cards be puf on.the table so
that the public may know the truth. Only
on that basis can we ecommence to plan for
the future. So long as it is true T do not
mind what story the Minister arranges to

have told o the electors, side by side with

former achiet\'ementg.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.30]: It really was a little amus-
ing to hear the member for Swan complain-
ing about the Opposition making this a
political matter.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Too funny for words.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: There has to be
one clown in every eireus.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It does not require
much imagination to conjure up just what
happened when the Government Parties
were on the hustings at the last election.
They exploited to the full the situation whizh
then obtained. The language used for the
purpose was mdst carefully chosen in order
to stir the feelings of the people and gain
what political advantage could be derived
from playing up the housing position as
much as possible. Members will recall the
“words “Young married couples yearning for
homes.” Those were the words used in the
Policy Speech, The word “yearning” was
very deliberately chosen for the purpose of
playing upon the feelings of the people
in regard to this matter. So, it is amusing
to hear the member for Swan chiding us
for making this a political question, especi-
ally in view of what transpired on that
oecasion. -

Unfortunately, despite the claims about
progress made from time to time by the
Minister, there still remains a big lag in
the granting of permits and the provision
of rental homes. I find the position is even
worse than I had believed it to be. I was
under the impression, a short time ago, that
persons who had been admitted to priority
a little over twelve months ago had ‘a
reasonable chance of receiving a permit
immediately.

Hon. F. J. 8§, Wise: That is not so.
[Mr, Brand took the Chair.]

Hon, J. T. TONKIXN: Buat I find that the
situation is very different from that and
persons who were put on the priority list
in 1947 cannot be sure of gaining a permit
to build even now. I have in front of me
several letters in eonnection with this mat-
ter and one that I propose to read proves
the point with which T have just been deal-
ing, The letter is dated the 31st October.
1949.

The Attorney General: Did vou say the
31st October?

‘when it i3 to be hoped that the
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Hon. J, T. TONKIN: I may have done
30, but T meant the 31st Angust. The letter
states—

I acknowledge receipt of your letter dated
the 23rd inst., and would here advise you that
your turn has not yet been reached upon the
list of applicants whose names have been listed
for priority. Just before the strike I was able
to igsue preliminary approvalasto people whose
names were listed for priority during Novem-
ber and December, 1947, and as your name was
not entered uatil June 1948 it would appear
that there will be some little time yet to wait
before your turn is reached after I am able
to recommence issuing preliminary approvals.

So this applicant, whose circumstances are
particularly bad, gets very little comfort
from that letter, because the first step is a
recommencement of the issuing of prelimin-
ary approvals for persons whose applica-
tions were admitted to priority in November
and December, 1947, Such applications
might have been lodzed for months before
that. 4

The Minister for Housing: I thought you
said that those in June, 1948, were receiving
priority ¢

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Ng,
says—

the letter

Just before the strike T waa able to issue
preliminary approvals to people whose names
were listed for priority during November and
December, 1947,

The Minister for Housing: This particu-
lar case was in June, 1948%

Hon., J. T. TONKIN: Yes. That means
that it is fifteen months since the applica-
tion was admitied to priority but T am sure
it was lodged some time before that. Here
is a letter dated the Tth May referring to
the same applicant, which states—

T acknewledge receipt of your letter dated
the 19th ultimo—

Ag this letter was dated the 7th May, the
109tk ultimo would refer to the 19th April,
and the letter made reference to a doctor’s
certificate which had been submitted. The
letter goes on fo state—

—and would advise ‘that your application has
again been reviewed and regret that the build-
ing materials pesition is at present such that
I am unable to review this application more
favourably and must request that you defer
re-applying for a further period of six months
building
materials position will be improved.
~ -
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It is possible that this application was
lodged even earlier than the 19th April be-
-cause that letter refers to ome received on
the 19th April so the agplication would
have been lodged a considerable time before
then, although not admitted to priority until
June, 1948, Then, on. the 31st August, 1949,
the applicant is told that preliminary ap-
provals for persons whose applications were
admitted to the priority list in November
and December, 1947, had to be discontinued
and therefore there would be some Helay. I
take it that other persons who were admitted
to priority about the same time as this appli-
cant are in the same position. So that &
great deal of progress has,not been made
at all.

When the previous Government went
out of office the applications for rental
homes or permits to build could not have
been any further in arrears than they are
now, because no applications were consitlered
during the war period when the brick kilns
were closed down. There was no question
of Government house building at that time
and the problem could only be tackled npon
the cessation of hostilities. If any political
capital was to be made out of this question,
the' supporters of the Government madg it.
All we could say in the matter was that we
had a policy for the provision of homes
which was, in essence, that the most needy
would have to be dealt with first, and be-
eanse of that it was regretied smaller-unit
families conld not receive attention. Quite
deliberately, the supporters of the Govern-
ment did not hesitate to gain as much politi-
cal advantage as they could to exploit that
situation and they played up all aspects of
it. They referred to the three and the two-
unit families and to the larger families and
talked about there being muddle and so one
which caunsed the lag.

Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: They talked about a
racket with my name associated with it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The overall posi-
tion now is very little better, if at sll, when
a comparison is made hetween the appli-
cations for permits and rental homes and
the numbers being provided, than it was
when the previous Government was in office
and was subject to such severe eriticism.
T take the same line as T did the other night
when speaking on another matter; I do not
blame the Government because it has not
been able to provide more homes and obtain
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more materials for the building of them,
but T do blame it for the attitude it adopted
in its approach fo the problem and in its
endeavour to gain popular support by ac-
cusing the previous Government for the posi-
tion that existed, when that GGovernment had
no more control over the position than this
one has.

When we had the indusirial trouble re-
cently, which causzed some disloecation, the
Housing Commission did not hesitate to
fasten upon that as a reason for the worsen-
ing of the position relating to the granting
of permits. It was a reason and a sound
explanation, as was to be expected, but one
could not compare the dislocation which fol-
lowed and the consequeni redumetion in the

) number of permits granted with that which

was occasioned by the long war in which
we were engaged, But the sopporters of
the Government did not make any reference
to that as an ameliorating ecircumstance;
quite the eontrary. They took the line that
the war could not be used as an excuse or
explanation. The Deputy Premier said that
after 18 months of peace we had such and
such a state of affairs; implying that tke
war could not he used as an explanation or
excuse, and that 18 months of peace shonld
have been ample time in which to provide
adequately for housing needs.

The Attorney General: Whatever it is, is
not that spilt milk and in the past?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: T know the Attorney
General would like to forget it and would
also like the people to forget. .

The Aftorney General:
gesting—

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: He is suggesting
that I forget and the people should forget.

The Attorney General: I suggest that you
should deal with the future.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am endeavouring
to deal with the future by referring to the
past. I forget his name, but a very wise
man onece said, “I have no light by which
my steps are guided than the light of ex-
perience; I have no way of judging the
future except by the past,” or words to
that effect. I know I am not quoting the
gentleman correctly but that is the sense
of what he said. |

The Attorney General: I agree with that,
but do you think your argument will pro-
vide any more homes?

I am only sug-
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It ought to assist
me to put right the member for Swan, who
blamed the members on this side of the
Chamber for making this a political question,
If this has been made 2 political guestion,
then members on the other side of the House
were the first to start i,

Mr. Hegney: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I agree that the
important thing is to provide as many homes
as possible and as quickly as possible. In
doing that it is necessary to concentrate as
much building material as ean be obtained
upon housing and less of it on buildings
which are to be used for shops, showrooms,
garages and the like; and there has been
a good deal of that lately. I was surprised
to see considerable extensions being carried
on in the business establishment of Harris,
Searfe & Sandovers, Ltd. I frequently pass
through that store and I noticed that build-
ihg operations were in progress not for
weeks but for months,

The Atterney General: Years, was it not?
I think that permit was granted during your
period.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I, do not know,
but the constrmetion has been in progress
for months.

The Attorney General: That also is spilt
milk. -

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They have been
building for three years then; is that .cor-
rect?

The Minister for Housing: I am not guite
sure, but I think that is so.

The Attorney General: It is very hard
to revoke a permit onee it is granted.

The CHAIRMAN: Qrder!

Hon. J. T. TONEKIN: That does not make
it right. I am saying that there should
be less of that sort of building and more
materials allotted to housebuilding if we
are to provide the home so urgently re-
quired everywhere. We have heard some
members this evening stressing the neces-
sity for the erection of homes in country
distriets. I am not so aware of that as
are the members who Jive in those parts,
but T am certainly aware of the need for
them in the eity. I know that of all the
many dozens of applieations in which T am
interested I have made scarcely any pro-
gress for months, despite the fact that they
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have been lodged for two years and more.
So we do not seem to be getting ahead very
fast when the lag is as great as that.

What appears to be necessary is a defi-
nite concentration upon the provision of
the ‘vasie materials and some co-ordina-
tion with the way that timber is supplied.
I do not want to repeat what I have said
before on this question, but I understand
that not much is being dome to effect a
remedy. . I have previously mentioned that
the sawmills will not cut the sizes of tim-
ber required in their proper sequence. They
will eut large quantities of timber all right
and have supplies carted to the job, but
the men there cdannot get on with the work
because the timber they require first is
supplied last. If something were done about
that, we should be able to quicken con-
siderably the tempo of building 6perations.
Then again, there are certain sizes of tim-
ber necessary in house building, such as
hips and ridges.

Mr. May: And floor boards, too.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: For some reason
the mills do not eut very much of that
timber, and builders are held up because
such supplies are indispensable in the erec-
tion of dwellings. Thus, here again they
eannot proceed as they would desire. Prob-
ably dix times a week I come to Perth via
the Canning-highway, I have watched the
foundations on a block adjacent to the high-
way for at least, I should say, 12 months,
although it seems mueh longer than that
to me, All that js there ave the stone founda.
tions, and the people are living on the block
of land in a earavan. They appear to be
very desirable folk—JI have not spoken to
them—because they have planted a garden
ahead of their housebuilding; the lawn is
well tended and the flower garden is kept
free of weeds, I should say that they are
ohviously home-loving folk desirous of get-
ting into their own dwelling. They have
been on that block for at least 12 months,
and still only the foundations are there.
I am curious to know what is the trouble,
I do not know if they would be allowed to
put down the foundations unless they had
a permit to build.

The Minister for Housing:
have a permit.

They must
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then the founda-
tions have been down for at least 12 months
and no further bmilding operations have
taken place, which seems to indieate in-
_ability to obtain the necessary material.

The Attorney General: Or no permit.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister said
that they could not put down the founda-
tions without a permit.

The Attorney Geaeral:
said they should not do so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: At any rate, I
have not noticed any report of these people
having been prosecuted. They are still
hopefully waiting, because they are un-
able to get the requisite brieks and otber
requirements. That brings me to another
matter respecting which I am’ very dissatis-
fied. The Government made a great deal
of its intentions to lift controls and biamed
the Labour Government for having continued
so many of them, Some controls have been
lifted, notably that affecting fencing wire.
Apparently, however, that does not mean a
thing. One can go info a store and buy
fencing wire.

Mr. Leslie: Where?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The hon. member
need noi lowk at e in that way, because
it is so.

Mr. Teslie: Then you tell me, because [
would like to know.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: People know
where they can obtain fencing wire, and
they ean buy it in quantiiies.

Mr. Leslie: I would like to know the
address of any such firm.

Hon. J. T. TOXKIN: That information
can be obtained by the hon. member without
any trouble. The next necessity is to get
a permit from the Housing Commission in
order that the purehaser may use the fencing
wire. ‘That commodity is not controlled, but
it cannot be used unless a permit has been
obtained! What sort of an arrangement is
that? There is no sense in it. If the desire
is to control the use of any material, that
control should be maintrined in a proper
manner. If it is intended that materials
can be used and controls are lifted accord-
ingly, then those who purchase such
materials should be allowed f{o wuse them.
That is not the position. A permit is neces-
sary before use ean be made of them—and
that is nonsensieal.

| +

The Minister
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The Minister for Housing: What would
they use the wire for?

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: To put up a fence.

The Minister for Housing: But you can-
not put up a fence with fencing wire; you
want other things.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is so. But the
materials are not controlled, and the people
may have all £ne necessary supplies for the
job, That does not make any difference at
all. They cannot go ahead until the Hous-
ing Commission grants the necessary permit.
The Minister knows the case, as it has been
before him.

The Minister for Housing: Yes, but that
is a rather different kind of wire.

Hor. J. T. TONKIN: But it is uncon-
trolled, and the position is just as I have
stated it. The present situation is mislead-
ing, If it is intended that certain materials
shall not be controlled, then there should
be no question of having to secure a permit
from the State Housing Commission. It
should be one thing or the other and I hope
some attention will be given to clarifying
the position so that people will know where
they are,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Is it true that yon
must gef a permit to erect a fence?

Hon, J, T, TONKIN: That is so.

The Minister for Housing: Noi usually.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The fence in ques-
tion is required to protect valuable property.

The Minister for Lands: What are they
going to use for the erection of the fence®
Plain posts or cyelone posts?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is a eyclone wire
fence. I urge that the position be corrected
quickly so that people will know where they
are. Next I desire to draw the Covern-
ment’s attention to the unfortunate peaple
who are evicted from their homes and are
at their wits’ ends to know what to do. What
usually happens is that when a final order
is issued, an officer of the Housing Commis-
sion is present in court and knows of it. The
Commission does nothing further until
the date of the expiry of the order. No
action is taken in the meantime to provide
a place for the accommodation of people who
are under final notice, but the Commission
waits until the date has expired and
then on the following day an officer
is sent to see what the people have done,
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expecting to find that they have gone out in
pursuanes of the order. When they find the
.people have not gone out because they have
nowhere to go, they express some surprise
at finding them there and tell them that of
eourse they will have to go. In due eourse
the bailiff does his work and the people are
emptied out. Still the Housing Commission
does not take action, unless the people re-
main on the footpath in full Vview and pub-
licity is given to the matter. Then there is
a stir to get them under cover; but if they
divide up, one member of the family going
in one direction and another member in a
different direction and all get finally settled
down out of gight, then-as far as the Hous
ing Commission is conecerned they ecan re-
main under those conditions for some time,

Dozens of such examples could he given
That does not seem to me to be the way to
tackle this problem; beeause, if it is a ques-
tion of the greatest meed then the need of

“the person arises immediately he is threaten-
ed with evietion. His need is established
when a final order is made and it is as cer-
tain as night follows day that he wil] have
to vacate the house. That is when immediate
steps should be taken to obviate the hard-
ships which confront these people when the
bailiff mrrives, as he does in due course. 1
know how diffieult the matter is when there
are far more evietion cases than houses in
which to accommodate people. But it does
seem strange that we can find instances
where people have been threatened with
eviction and where persons whose applica-
tions have not been in for a long time can
suceeed in obtaining a permit to build or in
getting a rental home. I must say that
every time such a case has come under my
notice an explanation has always been given
to me by the State Housing Commission
which has left me in a half satisfied state.

On many oecasions when this has cccurred
I have agreed that the explanation given
meets the position, yet I am still doubtful
in my mind whether the explanation is satis-
factory or not. It does not seem to be
right; I am left in that frame of mind quite
frequently. I mentioned a case this evening
where a person’s applieation had heen in
for approximately two years and he was
then told that a eonsiderable time would
elapse before he would have a chance of get-
ting a permit. I am certain that cases have
been brought to my notice where the applica-
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tions have been lodged subsequent to the one
I have-just mentioned and where permiis
have heen granted. Such cases pass out of
one’s mind, of course, and are exceedingly
difficult to reeall when one wishes to refer
to them; but I have very often felt that the
explanation given to me by the Commission
was not really a proper one although on ifs
face it appeared to meet the case at the
time, Of course, I cannot blame the Hous-
ing Commission for that, but I am bounnd
to say that I feel the explanation is not right
although I cannot say wherein it is wrong.

The Minister for Housing: It might well
be right,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, but it is
strange that I should have this lurking
doubt, “T shall refer again to a case 1 have
been dealing with, where the people were
admitted to priority in June, 1948, their ap-
plication having been lodged several months
before, and yet people whose applications
were lodged afterwards were admitted to
priority subsequent to that date and are now
building.

The Minister for Housing: That might be
so if hardship arose

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Hardship was ad-
mitted in this ease. The people submitted
a doetor’s certificate and were admitted to
priority.

The Minister for Housing: Sdmetimes
special hardship may artse; it may be an

_eviction or some other circumstance.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: That may be so. I
must say, however, that each time when I
have felt there was something not right and
I have gone to the Commission for an ex-
planation, I have always received one with
which I could find no fault at the time; but
I must repeat that I have left the Commis-
sion muck in doubt about the situation.

The Minister for Housing: You should
try to get rid of that state of ming.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I wish I could.

The Minister for Housing: It is getting
pathologieal,

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: If the Minister will
improve the housing situation perhaps I
shall get rid of it; but a metropolitan mem-
her has to deal with far more cases of this
type than have country members, although
the latter have their diffieulties as well, but
not so many persons would he concerned.
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One reason for the doubt I have spoken of
arises in regard to applications for war ser-
vice homes and the like. I helieve that at one
fime a person who put in an application
under that section was admitted to priority
withont regard to need. That has brought
about a sitnation in which one hears of a
house being erected for a three-unit family
and that makes one wonder how that could
be while other applicants in far worse eir-
cumstances could not get a permit,

The Minister for Housing: The Common-
wealth reversed the needs test and went back
to the date of priority.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: From what date?

The Minister for Housing: I think the

last 12 months, roughly.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That changing
poliey further eomplicates the sitnation and
is probably a reason for the doubt I have
expressed,

The Minister for Housing: It iz a Com-
monwealth direction,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I think we all agree
that this is the most live question of “the
day and oceupies a similar position in our
minds to that® oecupicd by uncmpleyment
and child welfare matters during the depres-
sion period. We will have this housing
problert with us for a number of years, no
matter what Government is in power. The
Tate at which applications are piling ap
indicates that very eclearly; and when we
have regard to the fact that there iz a very
vigorous migration paliey being pursued, we
must expect that the Housing Commission
will be a very busy organisation for many
vears. If we believe that the very first thing
that iz required to make people’hsppy 1s
that they shall be comfortably housed, we
have to accept the responsibilities and obliga-
tions which are attendant upon that point
of view and do our utmost to see thal we
provide these homes as speedily as possible,

I do not criticise the Government because
there is still a large number of unsatisfied
applications. I expeet that to be the posi-
tion for a considerable time. But, as I have
said previously, I do blame the Government
for exploiting this situation to the limit
when it was on the hustings, and now when
the position is reversed and it is the Gov-
ernment’s responsibility, expressing some
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annoyance when we oun this side take advan.
tage of the opportunity to draw attention to
what was previously done.

MR. LESLIE (Mt Marshall) [8.12]: I
am going to touch briefly on an aspect of
this housing business that has been and is
generally overlooked. Members, particularly
those who were in the previous Government,
will recall that about 1941-42 the Common-
wealth and the States set abont preparing
post-war plans, and included in those plans
was the overtaking of the lags that had
taken place because of the war. Housing
was one of those lags. Commonwealth de-
partments eonducted a pretty comprehensive
investigation with a view to estimating what
would be the post-war needs in housing,
and eventuslly arrived at the fact that the
requirements for Western Australia would
be 3,000 houses per year. That was to over-
take the lag and to provide for the addi-
tional homes that would be required—to
overtaRe the lag that was war-caunsed.

One of the things the investigators and
all of us overlock is the fact that there was
always a lag in housing, and it would be

"impossible to estimate what that lag was

LYY

unless we could obiain an accurate figure
of the number of dwellings available for
ocenpation and the noamber of married
couples and people who required dwellings
in pre-war days.

Hon. A. H. Panton:
likely to get married.

Mr. LESLIE: Yes. In the pre-war days
there was a big shortage of houses. There
may have been sufficient to meet the de-
mand that existed becanse at that time the
circumstances of certain individuals—their
economic and soecial circumstances—were
such that married couples, although perhaps
not content to live with the old folk yet,
because of their financial position, accepted
the fact that in the early days of their
marriage they should do s0. So many homes
were occupied at that fime by more than one
family, because of economic c¢ircumstances.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They could not do
much on 7s. a week.

Mr. LESLIE: I agree with the member
for Leederville. There were people who mar-
ried and started a howe but were not gettin
sufficient to pay rent. . Eventually, as the

And the people
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man received a rise in wages or in some
other way the financial position of the couple
improved, they were able to pay rent. But
it was not until very late in life that many
"of them reached a position wherein they
were ahle to put a few pounds down on a
home of their own. It was no{ uncommeon,
therefore, to find more than one family oe-
cupying a house. There was a shortage in
building, too.

Hon, A. H. Panton: There were plenty
of materials in those days but no money,

Mr, LESLIE: I will agree again with
the member for Leederville. My mind goes
back to the fact—and I was an applicant
and am the owner or was the owner of a
worker’s home—that we had to wait months
for our turn on the priority list for such
a home; and the same applied to war ser-
vice homes. So there was a lag in those
days. We were always behind in building,
and the number of hounses was quite insuf-
ficient to meet actual requirements—I do not
say the demand, because the demand was
not there. That aspeet has not been suf-
ficiently weighed up or was not sufficiently
weighed up when the estimate of post-war
requirements was reached. All that hap-
pened—and I have the figures—was that
they took the pre-war bunilding rate and said,
“This js the pre-war building rate for so
many years. We have not been able to build
those houses. We will estimate the increased
demand after the war and add that to the
lag. We will spread it over a period of
five or 10 years and there is our target
figure for the post-war period.” The target
figure for Western Australia, under that
method, was 3,000 houses per year.

Now we have reached the post-war period,
when social and economiec eireumstances
have ecompletely changed; when we have a
Commonwealth-State housing scheme which
provides homes at what is called an economie
rent; and because people are enjoying, as a
result of the effects of the war, a period of
so-called prosperity, with plenty of money
in their pockets, everybody wants a home
of his own. People who were not content
to live with in-laws prior to the war but ae-
cepted it as an economie mnecessity do not
today see that economic necessity. It is not
there. They have the money to pay renmt
and to pay a sum down on 2 home of their
gwn. So we find that the demand for houns-
ing has inereased beyond the expeetations
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of the biggest expert who has ever been
on the job, because it was not possible to
cateulate what the pre-war shortage of
houses was. I doubt whether we could eal-
culate today what is the actual post-war re-
quirement in building or whether it is pos-
sible to estimate what the annual target
would require to be in order to overtake the
lag.

S0 it is no use our turning round and,
becanse we find today that the clamour for
houses appears to be no less and is possibly
greater than it was before this, that or an-
other year, laying the blame on anybody’s
shoulders. Members on the Opposition
henches today will no doubt own up that in
1946-47 they were not satisfied with the pro-
gress being made in housing and I think
members on the front bench on the Govern-
ment side of the House will say that they
are not satisfie] with the progress today.

I feel that in another five or 10 years
time, whatever Government is in office will
still be saying it is not satisfied with the
progress being made. The position, too,
is being aggravated, in this,State in par-
tieular, because of a very definite shortage
of skilled labour. My attention was first
drawn to the faet that the figures pre-
pared by the Commonwealth investigation
departments were not based on a secure
foundation, by the attitude of the skilled
trades unions who refused to accept those
fipures. I was convinced, when I first get
into the Department of Postwar Recon-
struction, that the figures were too small.

I still argue that there is no room for
concern by any skilled tradesman, because
of a fear for their future. They should
open their ranks to enable our own Aus-
tralians to enter the trades and obtain the
benefit of being skilled workers instead of
unskilled labourers. Because of the in-
security prevailing in pre-war days, the
outlook in those times may have been justi-
fied, but it is entirely unwarranted now.
Goodness knows whether we could arrive
at an accurate estimate of the number of
houses required heeguse there are still some
people who are content to share a home.
If we used every effort to stimulate the
production of raw materials and made more
skilled labour available, as speedily as pos-
sihle, we would be able to overiake more
easily the lag that I feel will be here for
many years. I appeal to the Minister and
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to the Commission to give consideration to
releasing permits far small homes in coun-
try districts.

Whereas people in the metropolitan area
have difficulty in obtaining the necessary
basic materials for building, that problem
is not 50 severe in the country where there
is*secondhand material available. There-
fore a minimum drain would be made on
the available supplies that must be used in
the metropolitan area if a system of auto-
matie permits was arranged for people to
build small homes of, say, 10 squares in
country distriets. I know that in the coun-
try mueb material is available. People
there wishing to build straight away would
be prepared to provide themselves with a
temporary makeshift and wait for the ma-
terials which are at present in short sup-
ply. Many are willing to go ahead now
knowing that they will be occupied for
seven months before they will be requir-
ing materials which are at present difficult
to obtain.

I am confident, after reviewing the posi-
tion and examining the figures of available
materials, that if antomatic permits were
issued to people in the country districts
to build small homes, which could be of mn
expansible type, there would be no trouble.
We have great difficulty in holding people
in the country areas today beeaunse of the
shortage of houses. In Wyalkatehem alone
we are seeking 14 houses. Unless we can
get homes for people they just will not go
intp the country. They are, however, pre-
pared to help themselves. If the Minister
and members care to travel through the
counfry they will find it extremely diffienlt
to get accommodation at the hotels. That
applies in my electoraie, ai any rate,

Mr. May: It applies everywhere.

Mr. LESLIE: T think that is so. 1 have
travelled pretty extensively in the last few
months and it has applied everywhere I
have been becaunse the hotels are filled with
permanent boarders. People have been com-
pelled to stay at hotels and when it is a
case of a man and a wife and two or three
children it pecomes pretty expensive, and
obviously not many such people are pre-
pared to go into the country under those
conditions,

Mr. May: Are you prepared to cat down
the metropolitan building to permit of
building in the country?
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Mr. LESLIE: That would not be neces-
sary under my suggestion. I believe it is
pessible for the country to obtain the ma-
terials in the districts concerned. There is
much timber lying at the mills that never
reaches the metropolitan area, and never
will, but which meny a country man is pre-
pared to pick up, and it would provide
nine-tenths of his home, That would not
in any way disturb the material which is
available for and reaches the metropolitan
area. What do we find today?

A country applicant for a home has to
submit his plans and estimate and then
place his order for the material with & firm
in the metropolitan area, so that that does
eonstitute a drain upon the limited supplies
that are here, My suggestion, instead of -
lessening supplies to the metropolitan area,
would enable more to become available,
because the country people would use
material which does mot reach and
is not intended to reach the city.
I hope the Minister and the Housing Com-
mission will give consideration te this
aspeet of the matter. In that way we
would be able to meet the requirements of
country people &s well as ease the bur-
den of those in the metropolitan area. The
size of the houses could be limited to per-
haps ten squares and such dwellings could
be added to as material became available
and opportunity offered. That would en-
able many people in the country to get
roofs over their heads. .

I have had young people coming tc me
and saying that they wished to get mar-
ried, but were unable to do so as they were
utterly unable fo find even such aecommo-
dation as they would probably be eble to
secure in the metropolitan area. My reply
to such young people has had to be that
they should get married, and that then
they would have at least some case to put
up in asking for a permit to build.

Mr. May: Do you think single men and
women should get permits?

Mr. LESLIE: There is no suggestion of
that, but while they remain single it is
useless for them to think of applying to the

. Housing Commission for permits to build.

As married couples they wonld receive at
least some consideration under the heading
of two-unit families. If young couples in
the eountry were automatically pgranted
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permits as soon as they were married—per-
mits to build small*houses for themselves—
they could start off with perhaps a two-
roomed cottage and that would be an
encouragement for them fo remain in the
couniry districts and rear families there,
and that is something. vitally necessary to
our*future.

Mr. Graham: Sorhe of them are living
in fowl-houses in the metropolitan area.

‘Mr. LESLIE: We should be very care-
ful, in stating such cases, not to suggest
that they are representative. I have let-
ters setting out individual eases of extreme
hardship, but they are not general To
quote a case of persons living in a fowl-
house does not illustrate the general rule
and does not advance the argument any
further. Perhaps people were living under
those conditions long before and up to the
beginning of the war.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Now, after the war
many of them are no better off. What
about Adam and Eve?

Mr. LESLIE: They had only a fig tree
to live under and what kept them warm
at night I do not know.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

My, EESLIE: It is no use members con-
demning this or any previous Government,
because the figures today do not refleet on
any particular Government as having
fallen down on the job.

Mr. Graham: What sbout what you said
in 19471

Mr. LESLIE: The housing position was
unsatisfactory in 1947 and it is still un-
satjsfactory in 1049.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I will bet you wish
this was not a political matter now.

Mr. LESLIE: I am not attempiing fo
make it a political matter. Tt is far too
serious a problem {o be treated in that
way.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: So it was in 1947.

Mr. LESLIE: Any member, on either
the Government or Opposition side of the
House, is entitled to express his epinion of
the existing state of affairs.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You have been silent
far too long. _

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You wrote quite 2
lot about the cobwebs.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LESLIE: I will not be saddled with
anything I did not do.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Mr. LESLIE: It is regrettable that this
has been made a political maiter. It has
never been & political matter as far as this
gide of the House is concerned. In 1947
we said on the hustings and later in this
House that the housing position was un-
satisfactory and we told the people, when
we were on-the hustings, ‘‘Put us into
power and we will improve the position,’’
and we have done so.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You did not say you
would improve it, but that you wounld clean
it up.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: We will tell youn
Just what you did say,

Mr. LESLIE: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion cannot do that, becanse what I said
was pot recorded. We have improved the
position and the fact thai there are now
22,000 people waiting for homes, as against
50 many at some time in the past, does not
mean anything. In 1939 there may have
been 22,000 people unable to get homes be-
eause of the economic circumstances then
prevailing.

Mr. Graham: The number of applicants
has increased by 15,000 sinee you took
over.

Mr. LESLIE: I have endeavoured to put
forward something constructive. None of
us must forget that the present lag in
housing is cumulative on the pre-war lag
and I believe the position will improve if
the Housing Commission will extend to
country distriets the right for the auto-
matic granting of permits for the erection
of small houses in deserving cases. Where
the eireumstances justify it a young couple
in the country, on geiting married, should
automatically receive a permit.

The hon.

MR. SHEARN (Maylands) [8.37]:
Realising the complex nature of the housing
problem over recent years, and wishing to
be scrupulously fair to the Government, I
have had very little to say—as members will
recall—about the housing position during
the preceding sessiong of this Parliament.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They must have built
all the houses in Maylands.
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Mr. SHEARN: They have not done so.
I am inelined to agree with some of the
observations that have been made in respeet
of the attitude adopted by members of the
present Government in 1947. I am making
that remark because what was said at
that time affects me personally to the ex-
tent that, due to the promises then so freely
made, many people living under very bad
conditions come to me, quite naturally ex-
pecting the implementation of the improve-
ments that were then envisaged in the pre-
sent Government’s election propaganda,

I am not prepared to say who was re-
sponsible for the preparation of that propa-
ganda, but it oceurred to me at the time, with
some little knowledge of the situation, that
their election promises in regard to housing
were somewhat reckless. That has been
proved. I cannot help recalling that the
Government, in the policy enunciated during
the election—it is a policy common to the
anti-Labour Government Parties at all times
—sald a great deal about the encourage-
ment of private enterprise. In this connee-
tion, however, what do we find? We find
that only last evening the Minister, in deal-
ing with Commonwealth-State rental houses
—and by the way I noticed he qualified by
saying for good or bad, or whether rightly
or wrongly, or words to that cffect—that
this Government held a record in Amnstralia
for the building of Commonwealth-State
rental homes.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Socialism!

Mr.  SHEARN: I recall that this Party
at election time talked about the soecialistie
Governments of Australia.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Still does,

Mr. SHEARN: The Government Parties
deplored the fact that there was a definite
trend towards socialism in relation tg hous-
ing, as in many other matters,

Hon. A. H. Panton: They still do it in
every advertisement in the Press.

Mr. SHEARN: I, like the great mass of
the public, thought that subsequent to the
election we would see some earnesiness on
the part of the Government in relation to
these particular mattfers.

" *Mr. May: What a disillosionment.
Mr. SHEARN: The Minister’s statement

last evening about Commonwealth rental
homes fairly dissipates any hope in that
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connection. So, I say that members of the
Opposition are perfectly justified in saying
to the Government that it has been as soeial-
istic as previous Labour Governments. I
wonld go further and say that the Govern-
ment’s attitude, up to date, sugpgests that it
has been even more socialistie,

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: Tell that to the
Honorary Minister, Tell her to put it in
her pipe and smoke it.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: She doesn’t smok
too, does she? '

Mr. SHEARN: 1 believe, with every
other member of this Chamber, that the de-
pressing sifnation of housing is not one that
should be made a Party-political football.
That is one of the reasons why I have re-
frained, at earlier stages, from taking any
part in the debate. So far as the Minister
is concerned, T know that every member
realises that in the Minister for Housing we
have a man who is earnest and absolately
honest in his intention to improve the sitna-
tion.

"Hon. A. H. Panton: The trouble is ‘bey
work him to death.

Mr. SHEARN: A great deal of abuse has
been publicly levelled at the officials of the
Housing Commission and that ought wol to
he so. Ag far as I personally am concerned
I lay all the blame at the door of the Gov-
ernment. In my view the Housing Commis-
sion, as in the ease of any other govern-

_mental department, is responsible only for

the carrying out of the policy enunciated by
the particular Minister through Cabinet. In
this instance it is the Minister who must
shoulder the responsibility in this Houge.

Mr. Grahem: Is “The West Australian”
going to censor this?

Mr. SHEARN: I helieve there is no pan-
acea for this problem at the moment but
there are many means by which a consider-
able alleviation ean be made in the deplor-
able conditions which are becoming increas-
ingly diffieult. I am particularly eoncerned
about the voung couples of which we heard
s0 much during the earlier stages of the de-
bate. 1 frequently visit the Housing Com-
mission and I am told that people in
dire circumstances have heen placed on a No.
1 priority. T tralk out of the offices of the
Commission thinking that the keys will be
waiting at the front doors for them. That
is a perfeetly farcieal situation because the
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statement of the Housing Commission does
not mean anything. A person’s No. 1
priority might mean that he is No. 8,142 on
the list.

If the present building rate continues,
these people will be about as old as Mathu-
selah before they see any houses. They will

- not be interested in honses at the time they
are eligible for them. They will be more
likely approaching the doors of eternity, 1
have often suggested to the Minister an idea
which I now find is gathering public sup-
port. Anything of a realistic character
would improve the situation, but it cannot
be done with the present set-up. The Min-
ister must be well aware, probably better
than T am, of the fact that due to the
restricted conditions that have obiained over
the last few years, some hundreds of regis-
tered builders have gone to other trades be-
cause of exasperation and frustration.

The Minister for Housing: That is not
the case,

Mr. SHEARN: I can assure the Minister
—as a matter of fact I will give him the fig-
ures on Tuesday; I have not got them af
the moment—that that is so. I took the
trouble to ascertain the number of registered
builders and those actually practising and
I can tell the Minister that there are many
hundreds.

The Minister for Housing: I have seen the
builders about that, and the figures include
those who are dead, those who have left the
State and many others,

Mr. SHEARN : My information might be

as good as the Minister's because I obtained
it from the registrar.

The Minister for Housing: And mine
comes from the builders themselves.

Mr. SHEARN: I did not ask for the fig-
ures of those who are dead. I asked about
thosé who are alive,

The Minister for Housing : That is not the
information I have received from the build-
ers themseclves,

Hon. A. A. M. Coverler: That is fitting
information from this Government, because
it is dead.

Mr. SHEARN: If the Government would
take the trouble to cut away some of the
dead wood from the policy of the Housing
Commission, we would see some practical
results.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

Mr. SHEARN: I suggest to the Mijnister
that if he takes a realistie—and I say this
quite impersonally—outlook in relation to
the present situation, there can be &
marked improvement. If the Minister would
agree to some modification of the existing
permit system, econsiderable improvement
would ensue.

The Minister for Housing: What do you
suggest?

Mr. SHEARN : I am not one of those who
advocate an abolition of building controls
beeause T think that would be highly undesir-
able, if not disastrous.

Hon, F. J, S. Wize: Tell that to the Hon-
orary Minister.

Mr. SHEARN: But some encouragement
should he given to the enterprising people
in the community to build small homes and
I have advocated, publicly and otherwise,
that something like ten squares would meet
the situation, As the member for East
Perth seid, it would be preferable to
having people living in fowl houses and
other stroetures which are equally as
bad. From inquiries I have made
I know that we have a number of new timber
mills coming into operation and this would
enable various preparations to be made from
that timber., Supply could be increased if
the Minister would provide some incentive to
the people manufacturing various building
materials, I am confident that there would
be a definite improvement in the production
of materials and as n result of that effort
there would he a greater measure of enter-
prise on the part of the pablic.

T do not wishto eriticise the Housing Com-
mission because I know that that depart-
ment has to earry out a policy from which
it eannot depart. As the member for Gerald-
ton said, anomalies will inevitably creep in
in such a huge concern. In order to show
what could be done, if the Minister would
agree to some relaxation, let me quote one
of the many eases I know of as an illustra-
tion.

Some considerable time zgo & man asked
me if T could assist him to obtain a permit
for a modest type of home. This man had
all the finance necessary, the plans and speei-
fications, the land and the builder. I found,
although this man was suffering hardships,
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I was unable to have a permit issued to
him. His pame had been admitted to the
priority list but it had not yet been reached.
As the position hecame worse I made further
representations and some few weeks later
he showed me a letter which stated that he
had been granted s Commonwealth-State
rental home, Of course his cireumstances
definitely entitled him either to a rental
house or a permit. But the point I make
is that tbat man has gone into a Common-
wealth-State rental house that could have
been allotted to some other person, despite
the fact that he had all the necessary facili-
ties and finance to build a home of his own.

If a man were permitted to build his own
home, as this man could have done, the hous-
ing problem would soon be alleviated. That
can only be achieved if the Minister will
relax some of these contrels hecause, in the
instance I have quoted, that man would have
immediately provided himself with a house
representing about ten squares. 1 do not
think there is a chance of any improvement
being introduced at this stage unless some
incentive is given to the whole community,
which ean be done only by some relaxation
of eontrol. Again I wish to make it clear
that I am not advocating that there should
be u large mensure of reluxation and cer-
tainly no abolition, This Governmenf has
& responstbility to the ‘community to try to
carry out a policy which I suggest to the
Minister the Government is very largely, if
not entirely, bound {o implement, I trust
that in his reply the Minister will indieate
that even at this stage the Government has
some definite and immediate ideas along the
lines I have indicated.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth—in reply)
[8.52]: There is much I could say to mem-
bers in relation to the debate which has con-
tributed a number of construetive sugges-
tions on the problem of expanding our avail-
able housing accommodation. I assure mem-
bers that I, least of all persons, am com-
placent about the housing shortage. No-one
€an oecupy a position as political head of
a department like that of housing without
being fully aware of the responsibilities
which it entails. The member for East
Perth suggested that the approach had been
too orthodox. I agree with him that to
meet a time of emergency.the approach
must not be orthodox. and during the last 18
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months there have been a great many de-
partures from orthodoxy in our housing
programme, -and if present plans operate
there will be still more. But when I dis-
cussed the matter with the Commission in
the first place I found it was working on
a principle of some importance. It was
this: As it saw the problem, it was one
which it confidently expeeted would be over-
come within a reasonable time and its
anxiety was rdot to exehange & temporary
problem of houvsing shortage for a permanent
one of slums.

That principle applies to building tene-
ment houses as part of the plan and there
is something to be said for it. It will not
afford an adequate gunide to meet the situn-
tion as it has been since the war and as it
is today. I have been an advoeate, and the
Commission has accepted and adopted my
attitude, of departures from orthodox build-
ing essential to meet present conditions. The
Commission has been ready to experiment
with new ideas in house construction. Firms
engaged in the building of houses by pounr-
ing conerete into frames were given oppor-
tunities for building, and other firms whose
methods of construction are not orthodox,
particularly regarding cement, have been
given opportunities to ereet houses, but they
have mei with difficulties, and in some eases
their methods have not been suitable for the
construetion of houses in this State. But
the Commission has been and is willing to
expertment with new types of comstruetion
if they show aby possibilities at all of ex-
panding the present rate of home building.

The hon. member referred to a case into
which T said T would make some inquiries,
That was the case of a firm known as
Barrow Linton & Co. As so often is the
case, and the member for North-East Fre-
mantle referred to the fact, the Housing
Commission, although it may take an action
which prima fecie may seem to be not quite
correct, seems to have grounds which wounld
Jjustify its action. This firm was the defendant
in the proceedings on an eviotion order and
it became necessary to obtain new premises.
The company received strong sponsorship
for new premises from the Commonwealth
Department of Cominerce and Agriculture
and the State Department of Industrial De-
velopment. One of the reasons for this
sponsorship was the company’s contribm-
tion to the export trade, particularly in
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dollar earnings. There were five cotteges
involved in the rebuilding, two of which
had been condemned by the Perth City
Council.

Mr. Graham: There are dozens of houses
condemned, but still occupied.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: That
may be so; I am just stating the facts as
given to me. The other two houses had
been occupied for the last seven years by
Barrow Linton & Co. as storerooms and
offices and not for residentisl purposes.
The firm had oceupied those houses since
© 1942, The fifth cottage is used as an elec-
trical store and when the vacated premises
are completed it is to be used as an ameni-
ties section for the staff in aceordance with
the provisions of the Factories and Shops
Act. So, whilst the hon. member quite re-
cently might have made some inguiry as
to whether some lack of judgment had oe-
curred, I think that when al] the facts are
obtained it will be evident that even if
opinions might differ as to the grounds for
issning a permit in this case the Commis-
sion did not act without a certain degree
of justification and pressure from respon-
sible anthorities, including the Common-
wealth Department of Commeree and Agri-
culture.

Mr. Graham: Did you inguire about the
squarage? There were 25 squares oceupied
by Barrow Linton & Co. and 50 squares
by Dunean Motors.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I have
not had an opportunity of investigating
the ecircumstances surrounding Dubcan
Motors. In those circumstances also a dif-
fieult situation arises. A company may be
an importer of machinery and vehicles
urgently required for the nation’s economy.
TUnless they have some storage space, they
simply advise the Commission that they
cannot aceept imports, and in that event
machinery urgently required for produe-
tion or industry may be prevented from
being aceessible to people who need them.

Mr. Graham: But this is not a matter of
storage but of display, and behind hig glass
windows, too.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Even
so, glass is one material that is not very
difficult to obtain.

Mr. Graham: I did not mean that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Guildford-Midland referred to
land acguired at Bassendean and Midvale
for the purpose of housing, T regrei that
owing to a deputation and other engage-
ments which took up my time this meorn-
ing, 1 have not the information at hand to
deal with that matter, bot I will undertake
to procure it. With regard to Midvale—
I speak only from my recollection of the
conversations of officers of the Hounsing
Commission with me—I believe the acqui-
sition of that land was decided upon after
some communication with the Midland
Junection Municipal Council, and I under-
stood at the time—again I speak subject to
correction—that the municipality was satis-
fied it was a site suitable for a housing
scheme.

As the hon. member no doubt knows, the
munieipality has applied to the Housing
Commission for authority to erect shopping
premises in the Midvale area and to invest
municipal moneys in the provision of shop-
ping facilities for the occupants of the
houses to be erected there. I presume the
munieipal authorities would not de that,
unless they had satisfied themselves that
the area was sueh as to justify the expendi-
ture of the ratepayers’ money. ‘

Mr. Grakam: The site would be ideal if
in Veniee.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
those circumstances, the land would prob-
ably be worth.a lot of money. The member
for Perth referred to the matter of brick
supplies. I agree with him that the output
fell very substantially at the beginning of
the year. In fact, apart altogether from
power troubles, the output dropped from
120,000 to 75,000 brieks a week through
internal policy dissensions, and later power
stoppages cavsed a further very severe drop
in output, However, the position has now
recovered and the June figures show that
the output was 107 per cent. above the pre-
war production and it hag atiained probably
the highest fizure since the war. At any
rate, it is within three or four per cent.
of the highest figure regarding brick pro-
duetion since the end of hostilities, I agree
with the hon. member that much more has
to be done to stimulate production, and I
can assure him that every possible effort is
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being made in that direction. He also men-
tioned the matter of amenities, with which
I agree. There is much more to be done.

X am very glad to be able to say that the
State Brickworks, for which I have to take
.some responsibility, has done something
reasonable towards the provision of better

conditions for its employees. The member

for Perth also mentioned matters relating
to the Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act. Those matters 'do not come under this
partienlar Vote, becanse that Aet is not ad-
ministered by the State Housing Commis-
sion. T would simply say to him in passing
that T am in agreement with him that we
should provide additional staff in order to
police the legislation in the interests of
tenants who may be overcharged, especially
for furnished accommeodation. On the other
hand, the effect of the Act at present is, on
the whole, far more in favour of the tenant
by virtue of the restrictions imposed upon
the ineresse of rents than it is in respect
of landlords. I would say that the pre-
ponderance of advantage in econnection with
the present legislation certainly lies with the
tenants when one takes the broad view.

The member for Pilbara referred to the
subject of election promises and propaganda,
and that topie was also touched upon by
the Leader of the Opposition. I do not want
to be drawn into a discussion on that matter.
The Premier said there was to be a speeding
up in housing, and T think it can be said,
with some claim for justification, that that
has been done. The figures show that there
has been very substantial achievement in
that respeet. On the point of election pro-
paganda gs put out ﬁy politieal parties,
that is something I do not like. From the
time I first entered Parliament in 1933, I
have experienced election propaganda which
has been against me and my Party that I
have had oeeasion to think was not fair, but
natarally opinions differ as to what is reason-
ably allowable in the heat of Party war-
fare. In fact, my first experience of elec-
tions was a type of intensified propaganda
against my Party which very nearly deci-
mate dthem at the polls, and to which I and
my Party thought we were entitled to take
strong exception. However no advantageous
result is to be obtained by dealing with that
aspect.

[761
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The member for South Fremantle said he
did not know of any two-unit family being
housed in the Fremantle district. In reply
to that I will simply say that I got the
figures recently and gave them to the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle. Speaking
from recollection, they showed that of all
the permits issued to the 30th June last, 42
per cent. were distributed hetween two- and
three-unit families. That is at least several
times more in ratio than was previously al-
lowed. While I will agree that, not through
any fault of the State Housing Commission
or of the Government, there has been some
lag in building operations in the Fremantle
area, it has been due to the difficulty in
getting contractors, but I think I can say'
with confidence that that is being overecome.
I am sure there has been po discrimina-
tion unsed in the allocation of expansible
house permits, duplex homes or otHer types
of homes to any particular area. One of
the factors involved in the alloeation to
areas has been the co-operation of the local
authorities and I would like to say that
the South Perth Road Board has been omne
of the most helpful of all the local aunth-
orities in its willingness to allow new types
of buildings to be erected within its bound- -
aries.

The member for Swan referred to new
types of huilding and I made some mention
of the efforts of the Commission to
give encouragement to new techniques
when there was any ‘chance of suecess. The
member for Geraldton mentioned his dis-
triet, but I think he will agree with me that
while there has been, owing to the isolation
of his area, a building rgte which has not
been satisfactory, very special efforts have
been made by the Commission, ineluding
visits by the chairman on t%o oceasions,
to try to get the building rate in the
Gereldton  district improved. The mem-
her for Irwin-Moore can be assured that
the Commission and the Government have
paid attention to country houses,

As far as houses for primary producers
are concerned, permits for the small type
of house have been granted as a mattsr
of course. I do not think any farmer or
pastoralist who applied for a permit for
a house of small or medium type failed to
get it straight away. It is part of the
poliey of the Goverhment and the Commis-
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sion, through the Housing Commission, to
encourage the decentralisation of our popu-
~ lation.

Mr. Ackland: Whal about rental houses
in couniry townships?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
Rental homes have mainly been erected in
countyy towns by contractors, but there bas
been a lack of contractors. Compared with
the applications outstanding, the ratio of
authorisations for rental homes in the coun-
try has been double the ratio of authorisa-
tions for rental homes in the metropolitan
area. But that is not to say that building
has been at double the rate because, as I
said, there has been a difficulty in getting
contractors. This has limited the wish of
the Commission to build rental homes in
country areas. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion referred to supplies for the country.
This matter is most important. There have
breen difficnlties, but we are now making
added efforts to ensure that country dis-
tricts receive a larger ratio of supplies than
has been the ease hitherto. I agree with
the member for North-East Fremantle that
the procedure regarding evietions has been
difficult. The whole matter is difficult, but
I am not going to take time in going into
details. Nothing lends itself more to eollu-
sion than an eviction order. That is so with
some people, but T wonld not say. with
many, in order fo get rental homes.

Mr, May: People are invited to do so.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
If an officer did so, he should be repri-
manded. The Commission has heen charged,
and I have beem eriticised by members per-
sonally—not in tHe House—and by members
of the public for rental homes going to
people who, they allege, have been parties
to collusive action for evietion proceedings.
So the Commission has been in 2 dilemma
in that respect and it has made the matter
of pre-arranged assistance very much more
diffienlt than would otherwise he the case.
I desire to tell the member for Mt. Mar-
shall that emphasis is placed or country
building.

T would like to say to the member for
Maylands that the Commonwealth-State
rental house projeet is a most important
measure of social reform in housing. It is
also interesting and unique, being without
ap exact parallel in any other country. Its
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social implications have yet to be studied
but this Government following on the legis-
lation introduced by the previows Govern-
ment considered that this social measnore
should be given a fair tria)l. It has this
important aspect, too, that through that
measure money was made available in suffi-
cienf quantities at a far lower rate of in-
terest, or a very much more favourable
rate of interest, for the Government and for
tenants than could possibly have been ob-
tained throngh ordinary financial arrange-
ments.

Hon. F. J. 8, Wige: We would have been
in a bad way without such a scheme.

. Mr, Shearn: The rents are higher, never-
theless.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
rents are based on a most favourable rate
of interest and a favourable rate of amorti-
sution, 53 years. As compared with private
buildings, the rents will be found to be
reasonable,

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: As I said, we would
have been in a very bad way without such
a scheme,

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Be
that as it may, while I acknowledge the
occasion for the eriticism of the hon. mem-
ber, I would say that I think the Govern-
ment did its duty in following on the policy
of the agreement with the Commonwealth
for the purpose of giving a fair trial to a
social measure of great significance, the atudy
8f which has not yet been completed.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: You supported it
when you were on #his side of the House.

. The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I did,
I think. The other snggestion of the hon.
member, that there should he antomatic per-
mits up to a small squerage, is a matter
which has been before the Government and
the Commission continuously for the last
year or two. At the present time it is
agein being considered by the (rovernment
and the Commission in order to determine
to what extent any variation in the policy
might assist the people of the State and the
interests of housing expansion. ¥ would like
to add a word or two in acknowledgment
of the services of the Commission and its
officers, particulerly the senior and respon-
sihle officers.



[16 SepreEMBER, 1949.]

Some members have said that they have a
~ very difficult task. I feel that all have an
appreciation of that fact and I think it only
right that some tribute should be paid for
their devotion to their duty., They are pre-
pared to work at any hour, day or night,
holidays and Sundays, if they think they ean
be of some service to the interests of the
housing of the people. I should also like to
acknowledge the- anxious consideration
brought to their task by the members of the
Commission. The new chairman, Mr. Brown-
lie, will, I believe, be a tower of strengthk to
the Commission. He is directing his attention
to fundamental matters such as materials
and policy and he is doing so with great
energy and a deep sense of responsibility.

Mr, May: Would he be doing some of the
work of the secretary®

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: No.
The secretary had too much on his shoulders.
He can now atitend more to the administra-
tive side, leaving to the chairman the broader
problems of policy and organisation, I
would like also to acknowledge the work of
the Housing Advisory Panel presided over
by Mr. Charles Cornish, vice-president of
the Building Industry Congress. This panel
acts in an honorary capascity and is cum-
posed of men representing various phases
of the building industry.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That is the one of
which Mr. Mattiske is secretary?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Yes.
The panel is composed of men who bave
a deep sense of responsibility for augment-
ing the building programme in the interests
of the State, I can assure members that
they are not only very well-informed and
valuable advisers, but that they are also
keen crities of the Government and the Com-
mission whenever they think there is some-
thing they shonld criticise; and for the work
they have done over nearly two years, I
would like to tender my acknowledgment.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Has the Minister
any information about the Government's day
labour organisation?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
Government’s day labour organisation is a
matter of difficulty, because when we en-
deavoured to get some figures, it was re-
ported to us that it was too difficult to assess
the comparison when there are s¢ many
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factors involved. Houses are built in dif>
ferent localities. One may get a favourable
run of materials and another may not. There
is the time that is taken to finish a job, and
the amount that is chargeable against the
construetion by reason of the time taken in
construction, one house involving a long time
and another a short time. All these factors,
I was advised, made any real, effective com-
parison not practicable where there was com-
paratively no very great margin of costs be-
tween the two methods of building.

In those ecireumstances there was no
definite eriterion to be obtained as to which
system would be the better. Allow me to
say quite frankly that my own personal
opinion is that the day labour section of our
Public Works Department has done a 'good
job, I think they bave built good houses
and, on the whole, dore conscientious work.
They are still operating as a {factor
in the production of our houses and I have
not felt with regard to that condiftion
to our building programme that there was
any occasion .for dispensing with their ser-
vices. They still continue to render an im-
portant part in the constraction of our
housing programme,

Vote put and passed.
Votc—Forests, £102,850:

THE MINISTER FOR FOBRESTS (Hon.
R. R. McDonald—West Perth) [9.25]: The
Department of Forests, as to which I would
like the Committee to allow me to say a few
words, is one of an importance to our State
economy which I know is recognised by
members. In this,Vote the salaries show a -
small rise of £1,676 to £39,750. This item

-relates to the salaries of headquarters or

officers who are 'permanent officials of the
department under the contrel of the Public
Service Commissioner.

Members will recollect that there is a spe-
cial provision in the Forests Aet hy which
the total revenue. of the department is sub-
jected first of all to the deduction of an
amount to cover the salaries of the perma-
nent officers of the professional adminis-
trative department. The balanee is then
divided, two-fifths going to Consolidated
Revenue and the other three-fifths bheing ear-
marked for reforestation and forestry con-
trol, The reforestation fund is kept separate
and derives its revenue from that three-
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fifths alioeation which it obtains under the
Aet from the total revenue of the depart-
ment. Members will reeollect that under
the Act a plan of expenditnre on reforestg-
tion has to be laid on the Table of the
House anounally. That was done last week
and particolars were there given of the pro-
jectéd expenditure by the department in the
“various avenues of forestry control and re-
forestation.

The contingencies Vote has risen by
£32,605 to the sum of £102,850, which it is
proposed to spend in this financial year.
The main inereases involved relate to ex-
penditure on eutting firewood. This has be-
come necessary because of the incrdased fire-
wood supplies required for consumption at
the pumping stations assoeiated with the
Coolgardie water supply scheme; and that
will account for an additional ¥7,558. An-
other item of the increase is £3,181 which
i5 to be spent on pine comversion. This
means work on our pine plantations, largely
thinning out pines, which is part of the esre
and management which must be given to
these plantations to enahle them o mature
and reach their full value. The forests of
our State are being cut over aceording to
the forestry plan, but at present, owing
chiefly to manpower difficulties in the in-
dustry, the total output is only three-
quarters of the 1948 fizures. The whole area
of farests in the South-West of our State,
excluding the * poorer marginal forest,
amounts to four and a quarter million acres,
of which 3.2 million acres have been dedi-
cated as State forests. There are 234,000
acres set aside as timber reserves, and more
than 600,000 acres are still vacant Crown
lands, )

Of the area of 3.2 million aeres, which
represents onr State forests, only two million
are so far under fire protection. Much of
the area of 2,000,000 acres has only been
brought under fire organisation of recent
years, There is an ,outstanding need for
additional funds to proteet pur forests. Any
memhers whe have been in the lower forest
areas, where karri forests mainly flourish,
will have seen large tracts which have been
severely damaged and, in some cases, de-
stroyed by fires which, owing to the absence
of fire organisation, have proceeded un-
checked over miles of eountry, eausing much
destruction to valuable timber. There is a
shortage of timber in Australia and, indeed,
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in the Empire. We have an important need
to conserve our timber if we are to take
care of the futare.

Last year Australia imported £16,000,000
worth of paper and pulp alone, and another
import of substantial value is that of rayon
goods, which of course come from wood de-
rivatives. One of the most important con-
tributions which can be made to our forestry
wealth in the fubure is the extension of our
ping planting. At present we have 13,000
acres of pines. Pine planting was suspended
for a number of years but has now been
resnmed. An amount of £30,000 was put
on the Loan Estimates last year for this
purpose, and I think £30,000 is propesed for
the current year, While the land is now
being cleared and planting will be on a
small seale at first, it is hoped to step up
the area planted anpually by 5,000 acres
with the objective of increasing our present
area of 13,000 aecres to 100,000 acres.

Hon. E. Nulsen: What about the Esper-
ance land?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It is
receiving careful consideration. The de-
partment is most interested in securing
areas of Esperance land and mainfaining
them for the purpose of building up pine
plantations there, Ping planting should,
if possible, e in comparative proximity to
a port, and Esperance offers a valuable
situation on an extensive scale. The Com-
monwealth Government has been approached
with a view to interesting it in pine plant-
ing in the Esperance area as part of our
national duty to ehsure the extension of
our forestry produets. The department in-
tends, this finaneial year, to deal with
forest regeneration covering 60,000 acres
per annum, 12,000 miles of tracks, fire lines
and roads are o be mainiained, 5,000 miles
of those tracks need grading and mainten-
ance work done this year,

About 500 miles of new fire lines and
tracks will be built, and altogether a total
of £231,000 is proposed to be spent from
the Reforestation Fund. Planting will con-
tinue to imcrease our areas of mallet plant-
ing which now represents 17,000 acres. As
I have already said, our area of pine plant-
ing is 13,000 aeres, and that is to be pro-
gressively extended. It % hoped to start:
building some 35 to 40 houses this year to
house forestry employees in the outer
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areas, and £30,000 has been requested from
loan funds for this purpose. The gross
revenue of the department last year was
£238,356. It is expected this financial year
to reach £300,000 owing to the introduetion
of new mills and increased royalty rates
which became operative from the 1st April
last. Those rates, in due course, will expand
the forestry revenme by something ap-
proaching £75,000 a year.

Mr. Murray: What are the rates?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: The
rates vary considerably, Wher permits are
put up for sale by tender, the practice is
to accept the highest bid. The rates vary
from 3s. or 4s. per load in the round up
to abouf 22s. or 23s. The timber indusiry
last year produced 10,484,000 million cubic
feet. That is approximately the same as
the previons year. There has been some
destruetion of mills of latter months, and
also last year, owing to fire. This has
affected production. The output is still
about three-quarters of the permissible
amount under the forestry plan. About
30 per cent. of the fotal cut still comes
from private property, and 70 per cent.
from Crown lands. Early this year the
Government appointed the Senior Assistant
Conservator of Forests, Mr. Shedley, as
co-ordinator of timber supplies. Mr. Shed-
ley is addressing himself to this task with
great ability. His aim is to inerease pro-
duction ; assist in distribution, parficularly
in getting timber out to couniry areas;
and, generally, to improve supplies, par-
ticularly for the building industry, as well
as for other industries.

There will be a conference on fores'try
next December, I believe, called at the in-
stance of the Prime Minister and to be
attended by senior forestry officers from all
States and from the Commgnwealth. This
Government has requested that the confer-
ence be held in this State and I have every
reason to hope that the Prime Minister will
neeede to that request. I feel that the pres-
ence of these expert professional forestry
officers in our State and their being able to
see our forestry problems and conditions,
will be of donsiderable benefit to the canse
of the forestry industry in Western Ans-
tralia. I conclude by saying that the
forestry plan on which we are now operat-
ing was laid down in 1945 by Executive
Council. Tt was based upon the industry
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being to some extent an export industry.
That plan envisaged the retention of ex-
port markets oversea and interstate and it
looked forward to the extension of those
exports as conditions returned to ndrmal
after the war,

€Conditions now, in the opinion of the
Government, necessitate a review of that
plan and it has been decided that the plan
shall be reviewed basically in order that
we may form a full appreciation of the
additional needs of our own State for tim-
ber supplies, so as to assess the importance
or otherwise of export of our timber pro-
duction from this State. That will enable
us to determine, on the information we now
possess, what our resources will be year
by year for the next 50 or more years,
and ‘o hold a stocktaking of the whole
timber position of Western Australia. We:
will then be able to determine where we.
are going gb present and what variations
of policy are required o place the industry
and the preservation of ouwr timber
resources on the soundest possible footing.
If there are other matters upon which I
can inform members, I sball be glad to give
that information.

I would have liked the opportunity of
dealing extensively with the use of foresiry
products, ag members on previous ocea-
sions, in the lengthy debates we have had
on forestry, have mentioned matters of im-
portance related to the use of sawdust and
the question of pulp wood in this State,
together with the general utilisation of par
forest products on a more economieal basis
than obtains today. - T have the material
available and will be glad to reply to any
matters raised in this direetion. The mem-
ber for Nelson, in particular, has a know-
ledge of and has referred to these matters.
The present Conservator, a forestry enthu-
siast, as the member for Kimberley knows,
together with his able officers, is fully
aware of the importance of full utilisation
of our timber resources. Those officers are
in close contaet mot onmly with the Com<
monwealth Department of Forest Produets,
but also with expert opinion in the U.S.A.
and other places oversea, as to the best
use of our forestry assets.

HON. A. A, M. COVERLEY {Kimber-
ley) [9.45]: While I find myself in agree-
ment with the Minister for -Forests, who
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stated that this is one of the most important
departments on the Estimates, I feel that a
lengthy period could be taken up in a de-
bate on forestry matiers, but under the cir-
cumstances I do not propose to spend more
than a few minutes in supporting the pass-
ing of the Vote. As members know, the
Forests Department, under the Forests Aet,
places a plan on the Table of the House each
year showing its proposed expenditure for
the fortheoming 12 months. It is therefore
easy for any member to read that plan and
become familiar with the intentions of the
department for the ensuing year. Having
had the opportunity of reading that plan
and realising what money the department
has availabte, I feel that, with a probable
easing of the labour position, it will be able
to fulfil its programme,

As outlined by the Minister, if labour is
available the department intends fo plant
500 acres of pine and 600 acres of mallet
bark in the next 12 months, and in my
opinion the only thing lacking in the policy
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of the department is that it should have
planned for greater acreages of planting.
The department has done an excellent job
in reforestation and fire protection, but has
been lacking in the plantiog of large acre-
ages. 1 know that the reason for this has
been shortage of labour. I snpport the Vote
and trust the Premier will do all he ean, if
the department is able to fulfil its pro-
gramme, fo give it inereased assistance,
Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNMENT—SFPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R, McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) : I move:

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 20th Sept.

Question put and passed,

House adjourned at 9.49 p.m,



[16 SeprEMBER, 1949.] 2178

NOTE.—Tor reference to the following tables see Hansard, Velume 7, pages 789-806..

OONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND. $
ESTIMATE FOR 1949-50. ’

£
Published Deficit for 1845-49 [ - . 864,618
Less Deficit for 1046-47 - ... - 47,662

Actaal Deficit t;%r 104840 ... . 817,261

Inl,erest. and Sinkiog Fond ... 64,017

Fire Brigades Conteibutlon _  co. e cue o e ae e ,188
FPorests Act Tranafer from Revenue ... 28,029
Mine Workers’ Belief Act e 3,804
Pensions and Ret Allowances .. 3,343
Superancastion and nmlly Benefita Act ... 43,873
Government Employees’ Pensions Act 26,449

Departmental
Covannent Btores™ 1 o 5600
Government Printer 30,016
Education 2,678
]gﬁﬂartment. of Ind'u.strial Devalopment. D e e e 27,641
FOIEE oo e e e e o
Notive AFMIE . o o e e e e 10,300
Lands and oL
Callege of Agrlcull'.ure

Labour
Chief Se(mmr%Iri .
Begiatry and endly Soeiet,les

nubou: and nght. oL o 2,300

180,101

Crown Law . 48,723
A.rbltntlon Court . 2,227
Pnbllc Heall.h e 200,215
Wental Hosplhls 28,450

Miscellaneous Services :. . 2
Kind n Unlon 3,827
Alexan Eomo—.‘.{oh‘m“t - 3,100
Interest and Exchange . 6,248

¥ jon Loss .. .. 0 1T
Eatimated Cost of Baslc Wage Increases .. wer 400,000
Subsidy Superannustion Board 5,500
Bubsaldy Road Transport—Ae. Mmet-Sandstm!a 2,600

1,266,053
Publis Utlitles

Goldfielda Wnlaer Sopply
State Abattolrs
Metropolitan Watm- Supply
Other Hydraulic Undertakings ... - ... -
Raflways ... 961,138
Tramways ... 82,116

Sundry Minor Variatious
4d3 Decreaaes ln Estimated Revenune—

'I‘otallmtm Duty 2,817
Probate Duty 18,188

Torritorial :
Lands e o 13,104

1,120,687
6,266

2,652,088

14,085

15,422
mental :
Government Stores 2,24,

Rueral Bank (Govemmml. Ageney) Internst 15,810
Rural Bank—Intarest, - 98,508
Government Storea—-Surpiun Stores ... - ld,ggg

Purchage of Heifers—Surplus

State Electricity Gommlsalon—.&ccldent nnd l"im Inaursnoa Fund 49,800

Agricultural Land Purchases 60,000
—— 281,683

———— 294,14%

Pobis Eall.l.ihles - R
Fremantle Harbour Trast 7,478
————— 895,887

8,786,184
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COXSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND—continued.

£ £ £ £
Lets Decrmeg ln Estimhed Expenditure—
Commlsﬂoner of Rallways - 5,047
Deparlmen

o e e e e e T e 4,042

Publlc Works 26,789
31,731
Miscellaneous Services : .

ﬁnf‘undﬂgi Raveliu% lé:ggs

gemen xpenses 3
Exchange . "y 8,098
Stamp .‘Duty ‘on Transfers - 2,828
Recoup Rura) Bank—Government Ageney Sectlon 19,711
Btate Shipping Service—Loss - 163,110
Subsldy—Transport of Buper. b{l 70,978
Subaidy—Purehase of Motor Vehlcles for Depnﬂmenf.al Omeera 4,627
Concession Frelght on Pyrites—Nomgeman Gold 6,882
Reforestation ¥und—3pecial Grant 8,000
Drought Reljef—Losses on Crop Advanees 16,688
‘War Service Land Bettlement— 84,012

Grant to State Electricity Commission in lieu of Balance of Acddent
and Fire Insurance Fund transferred to Revenue 49,800 18,642

451,020
3,285,104
ZLays Increases In Estlmated Revenue—
Taxation :
Land Tax .. 2,767
Income Tax Bejmbursement ... L eeee 455,368
—_ 858,126
Territarial : )
Departmental ;
Edumt.lon RS T 4,878
Fores . 13,708
Inspnct.lon of mchine:y 3,047
Printing o, 10,756
Publi¢ Heaith - 29,762
Publle Works . 29,920
Depnrtmenb of Industﬁnl Development. 0,340
Treagury Migcellaneo
Road Comtructlon-—lnt.erest 2,807
Btate Electrlclt%()ommlsalon—-lntemt 24,795
‘Bunbury Bulk Handling—Interest 6,
Fremantle Bulk Handling—Iuterest 13,700
State Electrielty Commission—-3| 10,146
Government Workers” Compensation d—Su.rptus 49,504
Savings Bank Profits 4,880
Supemnnunﬂon——-Departmentnl Charges 5,117
Price Control—Recoup ... 21,112
—_— 138,051
— 237,440
Commonwealth : :
Qrant under sectfon 06 .... 500,000
Trading Concerns . 12,015
Tublle Utilities :
* Btate Abattolrs ... 2,473
Metropolitan Waler Supply 80,010
Other Hydraunlic Undertuklnga 8,372
Bajlways ... 888,782
Tramways .. 58,634
——— 087,078
Bundry Minor Variations 2,
2,446,237
Estimated Deficlt 1949-50 ..., ££38,027
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BALANCE SHEET OF TEE GOVERNMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA AT 30th JUNE, 1048, AND 30th JUNE, 1949.

30th June, 1948,

30th June, 1849,

—_— 30th June, 194.8. 30th June, 1049, ——
£ £ . k] £
Public Debt 100,274,741 103,088,743 Invested in Works and Services, etc. ... 98,247,688 103,688,743
Balance—General Loan Fund c/d. ... [ ° 2,027,183

100,274,741 103,688,743 100,274,741 103,688,743
: Consolidated Revenue Fund ... 380,663 1,197,824
Gommonweslth Government—Tax A.mea.rs 618,487 628,631

Balance General Loan Fund ... 2,027,163 2,224,803 Advarices (under Appmpmtlon * Advance
, State Taxea, Arrears 552,702 663,890 to Treasurer ') .- 668,835 624,513
Hosp:tal Fund Contr:hutions, Arrears . 63,786 64,740 Expenditare in Snspense 177,006 171,677
Reoserve Accounts ... 8,274 3,013 Stores on hand 1,107,908 1,478,701

Suspense Aoccounts = ... 148,312 170,352 Trust Fund Invaatmenta—
Trading Concerns ... 100,633 77,381 Governmental .. 2,087,787 2,022,088
Trust da—- Private .. 3,272,736 3,665,300
CGovernmental .. 5,032,018 5,275,187 Banking "Account 1,660,846 178,783
Private .. s 3,761,068 4,168,071 Cash m hand, eto.—

Insoribed Stook Exemphon 3,000 Banks Current Account 287,671 306,621
Banks in Eastern States ~ 28,992 24,230
. Debenture Deposit ... 1,630,000 2,180,000
. . In London ... 4,404 48,309
In Transit . - ~ 11,378 16,106
In Hand 12,262 3,435
11,696,336 12,547,407 . 11,696,835 12,547,497

(6F6T ‘“ramaraag 91]

QLTS
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REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE, 1048-49, COMPARED WITH ESTIMATE.

Soumany.
Comparison with Estimate,
—_— Estimate. Actual.
Incrense, Decrease.
£ £ £ £
Revenue 20,327,267 20,560,648 233,280
Expenditure ... 20,491,980 21,377,907 885,927
! Deficit 184,723 817,261 652,538
Surplus e ver - - .
A —~ rae?
Net Retrogression £652,538
Drrans.
Comparison with Estimate.
Revenue Estimate, Actual.
Increase. Decrease.
£ £ £ £
Taxation . ... - 5,620,100 5,838,240 216,140
Territorial ... ee .- 546,000 663,078 7,076
Law Courts ... vew . e . 94,400 114,746 20,345
Departmental ase e . . 2,067,781 2,282,239 |, 224,458
Royal Mint ... 65, 63,610 '+ 8,610
Commonwealth - . 4,073,432 4,073,432 .
Trading Concerns ... .- e 114,342 121,605 7,183 :
Publio Utilities .- 7,766, 202 7,615,798 |- 250,4?3
Total Revenue e 20,327,257 20,660,646 483,792 250,403
Net Increase £233,§89
Comparigon with Estimate.
Expenditure. Eatimate. Actual.
Inoredss. Decrease,
8peolat AoTs— £ £ £ £
Constitution Act ves - 20,310 21,667 1,267
Interest—Overseas ... . . 1,336,631 1,326,941 10,680
Interest—Australia ... e . 1,923,324 1,929,898 6,574
Binking Fund ... .- 876,000 851,886 24,1156
Otber Special Acts .o wee e 840,286 818,248 22040
GOVERNMENTAL—
Departmental ... 7,160,088 7,460,433 300,346
Exchange e 635,000 608,098 26,902
Unemployment Relief 1,960 1,659 201
PosLo UTILITIES .. v . 7,698,391 8,360,180 861,789
. Total Expenditure ... .. | 20,491,080 | 21,377,907 969,965 84,038
Net Increasa . £886,927



[16 SepreMsER, 1949.] 2177
{Return No, 3,]
REVENUE.
SrareMenT OF RroEiprs FroM 194041 1o 1948-49 AND EstrMaTE FoR 1948-50.
*  Heads. 104061, | 1041-42. | 1042-43.| 1043-44, [ 1044-45. | 1045-48.| 1946-47.] 104748, | 1048~4D. Estimate
TAXATION— 3 £ £ 3 £ | £ £ £
Iacd Tax .. ... | 12,089 1se ass 132.102 12610 118204] 111,353! 1324850 112,118 13%.248] 135000
E::::;a F‘.'E 1,874,400 2,141, .
e .
Tax cgency | poe 2881 43,20802,540,000/2,546,0002546,000(5,546,0001,384,000f 3,807,000 4,484,032] 5,160,000
Dividend Duty 188,570] 149,52¢]
‘Totalisator Tax 48,428 43.04 61,870 115.210] 121,974| 172241] 152,850 168,787 177817 178,000
Stamp Duty 245,087| 220,080 200,087| 221.818| 250,820 525776| 417.401| 4621122 530,886 530,000
bate Du 133.000 1323, 550 13%%% 233,400 2;2,8?' nggﬁgg 222.)920 son),;sr 362,108 850,000
Enteminment'mx a) )
Licenses 04:135 82,058 ®z'6al| 83,780) 01.924} 56,590| 124,168 1&5,632 188,405| 140,800
Total - 8,121,604 5,111,260(3,317,076{3,420,0113,602,072{3,613,2764,453,008| 4,984,101 5,836,240] 6,480,800
TERRITORIAL. AND DE-
PARTMENTAL—
Iand .. .. 188,100 157 167,780 199,254 190.010( 193,408 o521sy somossl s2plod 513,000
Hiolog 84,559/ 32 s70| ‘z1'707| or.873| e0.089| 26308 s7.7e0| seeo8|  azats| 40,000
= | 151,079| 150,088 m.sne 128,752 1a7,840| 134,749 236,442 242,363 182,054] 230,000
Boyal Mint .. | &% -o02| “ao7se| 78000) eg.81a| 47,923 51,704 63.260| 63.610| 60,000
Dopanmenu] Foes, 953.1221101,31312433511434 100(1,700,904[1,259,402(1,652,644{ 1,787,356 2,282,239| 2,224,780
1 ourts | 84704l s1812] essse| 50867 e0s41] 76665 7e0m1l o080l 114745 114,000
CGommonwesith ... | 650,000] 630,000 80c,000| 850,000] 804,000| ©50,0001,245,000| 1,877,000] 3,600,000 4,100,000
Do. Special
° Tant ! e | 012,888 628,000/ 1,000,000
Do. Taterest
Contributions | 478,482] 478,482] 473,482| a78,482] 479,482 e75,482] a7s.482| a7s.es2| e7s.432) eveam2
Total ... . [2,642,124|2, 662,107(2.080,264|3,286,847(8,557,088[4,078,021[4,564,22¢, 5,800,601 7,087,202| 7,567,212
PUBLI0 UTTLiTIES— .
Bunb Harbour ,
T - so0o] 11,500 5,000 55000 3,500 - -
{:]
Trant© oronc | 1o2,160] 185,804| 287.201] 250,140] s28,220| 202,200] 208.644] 2631z ssr.erel 850,000
Qoldfields Water
Suppl - | 347748 sposss evatrol 270.277| sos,gee| 305,055 841708l 803270 94v5Tel 850,000
Xalgoorlle Abattoirs |  0.002] '8.226|  6.807, 5854
Metropolitan  Abat- ISI,OBD 79,010 88,839 98,038 140,236] 142,714
tolrsand Sale Ynrds | 01,442 e7,370) 78682 81,726 _
Metropolitan  Water
Bupply and Sewer-
s . 627.180| 561,028 £6s,78a| 5776607 600,517| 502,684| 008,308 640,313 7oe,000| 785,000
Oth :
U:lrd ydmnc 68,608 78,489| 82,210| B4,067| 87,064] B6,925| 101,787 108,080 121,628| 128,000
Railways o [8675.979]9,808,800(4,446,870/4,419,766(4,271,288(4,142,413)5,070,404] 4,645,878} 5,161,218| 6,050,000
Tramwa; l’orth
Eieetle” . Ba4,601| 402,808| 469,751| 515,183| 600,530] 521,008 4en,5e8] 500,305 501,488) 850,000
mumcuyquppu 487.088| 462,789 47790! 540,082| 677,979 ,148 bs (b}
Btats F 8,404 9.8 11,887 11,648| 12,141| 10,662 0,878 10,406 11,879 13,000
State Bnt,ter!gg . | 110,766] 70,750 42,723] 20,674 20,272| 25,188 49,002 66,081 60,257 80,000
Cave Houses, ete. ... | 15281 10,680| 13,056] 11,718 120184 14408] 1&278] asl0s8| 17,878 15,000
Total ... .. [6.688,173[6,068,451]6,759,027(6,912,818(6,808,767(6,651,416{6,884,447] 6,621,226] 7,515,700 8,407,714
TRADIRG CONUERNA ... 79,107 100,281| 108,708] 119,104 85,058 70,044 89,108 114,2021 121,605 136,420
Ghanp TOTAL ... |11492068[11040140|19151678]13589175{19958350114407557 14980475, 17,710,310!20.5«0.040[22.570.945

(%) Included Income Tax Reftnbursement.

(b) From 1st July, 1940, taken aver by State Electricity Comruisaion.
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[ASSEMBLY.]

STATEMBRT 0¥ EXPENDITURE PROM 1940-41 T0 1948-49, AXD BSTIMATE For 1949-50,
. ot

Head, Toaos1.| 1041-42.| 1042438} 194344, 1944-4s.l 194548, | 1040-47. | 194748, 194349, | Tstimate
L}
g |. = £ g £ £ £ £ £ £
Bpecial Acts ... - |4,511,6¢2]4,588,633(4,505,471)4,660,2954,634,706] 4,854,644! 4,709,004 4,828,3678,947,537| 5,120,848
. Parliamentary... .. | 148820 15867 18,200 10,932 18225 10,049 20,087 25535
Premier o oo| rmesdl 6687 12as0| 10548 Toip23| 14283 2,270  28lse %%:sa:' o430
Treasury 34,205 54,318 81,058 30,445 so 445| aze0] 35781 3070a| es.A0 1109
g, | el Eed Yl wh ui i gmn sm o Gn
on ¢ X X i Y ) 930 1,081
Pulfuc Sarglm%ommls- 727 P . . 14 A4S0 16,334 17’03.8
sloner . 4 1,654 1,882 . 2,322 2,724/ 3,238 . N
, uommmmmr Cors | 2024|2443 1bse| 1913 2748|384l 2678 176|450 630
Audit 18,853 18,425 17,278 18,708 17,008] 1272l 21,397 o37a7| 08757  soeLs
Cpmpassionate  Allaw- . '
ances w2500 s388| s0s80 asare| 4024 gmel o678 sews] sisd sem
gnnﬂ:mm Stores 17760 igggg ig 108 18710 13 P 28,014 987,450 41,140
axation - ; 12.067 12,000 12000 12,000 12| ‘
Toxa Eom Com A 2, 2, 000 12, 12,
4,702 10,000 .229 521 y
pemienes bt |l B G Gm Ta AE GRS G A
n X g . 88,161 1021
Tom%g \od rubucmy “ y : X ’ 137.821| 1558300 105,856
7109 38,887 1.8 482 49|  g467] 11521 12,080 15,028 ° 18,108
th.mry "aod Hctentdfia | 11240 11,802| 18550 11,550 15,150 13241 16,088 21952 21087 22800
“"“},““"“" and 777,850 837,157|t 1,528,811 ,
funds g 187]1,330,831 1,859,102 1,278,7201 1,405,057 1,800,81912,890.3281 ,093,27¢
Forests . So.1s0| omdg0| 77040| 197106 171:300 "iev el 85008 L arerel " cosis Coroe
Public_Workd .. 80,463 08,002| 251, 957 2agose| 222,370 269,285 276,341 13,433 536,010 500,230
Town planalog .. 1em| 1,787 1,635 1,884] 1,831 © 2:211] 2,467 asa| 3,602 80D
Unem}"ng‘;ﬂ:‘gm:a; 41,353 13,855, 8865 8834 20vs] se1) 2831 1871} Lese 1,890
Londs and Surveys .. | 86,518 64,202] 65358 61892 os5,2220 asoes| 119,010 159,884 186,268 280,700
Farmers’ Debta Adjust-

ment and Boral Rellet | 3,087 298 2670 2008] 14400 1,380 1,273 1,080 428 440
Rural and lndu.shrles .

Bank — 5
&B]fl'm';, Agﬂcu“m 108,895| 107,550| 105,370, 112,529 132,000] 168,618 182,292 211,868) 257,868 203,307
Labour 1,538] 1,585| 1088) 1,701] =025  1e8 s1100  se23] 3,847 5850
Factorles 7.308 7e2e| 7520 o8| 7e24]  me1s|  9a200 11,784] 13418] 14800
Arbltration Co Court. 5,608 6.277| 5076 5594 5a00] 6152 76200 10181 11,008 14183

nsu; [9Yey e ——— —- anee S9N poo . .
Db:ﬁt:rtment- ot Indust-rlu] ) s

Development . s,ese] &17a] 48800 7,412l 5000 15078 . m107 21, 24,400| 52,020
Child Welfaro .. 132,145 108.888] 78,0368 72i874] 77465 76,008 1 4,575 112.320] 141,080
Mines, Explosives, Geo-

togigal, cle, 128,847, 123,341| 112,284} 118,507 128016| 183,082 162,580\ 185,657 108,802 208,778
Medlchl and Health . a1,0s6| 8327 087 104,030 05203| 1041483 115.875| 165,406 229,49?] 441,751
Meotal Hospitals ... | 126428 134.578| 140.240i 1s8,708| 147,007 150,408 178,980 217,803 265,664] 270023
Office of Gh!e!Secretary 36,157| a7.440] 40,178 “408s6| 99,162 “azyeel - aviers| sarra| “es7ee| rrsTr
Prisons .. 32,970\ S82)378] 38405 s6882| 48482] snesy bs3,741| oaes2 Ta040  77ma7
Edueatlon 784,008 831,005| 813.430| 573787| 83sp44| 1,002,520] 1,228,746| 1,048,708[1,759,635| 1,852/311
Pollca .. 260,705 270,743| 292,070 202583 201,605 '802764| '337.324 d18,425| 518,388 550,170
Grown Law & Branches | 57,580 88.272| ,B7.127| 104,077 908,088 120,81¢{ 140,384| 157,011} 220,970 278,516
Natlves i ad, ‘an;250( 41,250{ 50,200 60,0000 ea,300, 73738 95,102 105,402
Harbour and Light. and

Jetties .. .. | 28185 20,519, 32.243| 42,800 30,1550 40,058 . 42,863 44,313 51,776| 54,085
Fishetlas 6082 7.0 71sl] 3145 nb o408l 11,026, 13151 17556 24,856
North-Weat 143 88 84 24 . 188 181 140 200
Total, Deparbmental, ., [3,142,615(2,213,852(9,843,415]4,035,724/4,252,608| ¢,340,026] 4,880,008| 6,288,1158,070,100| 5,809,830

PUBIAQ UTILITIEB,

%ldﬂa!t}l.nwuers?gply 138, ggg 145022 184,842 141, 8101 178602 180,830 105,887 229,024 270,810 280,500°
2] 4, 3

m,&l'zgronm stholts o | aisel «hacs| ebti| 57099 { 62,640, 61,972 60434 77,083 103,721 108,680

Metropolll'.an Water

Bup 106,655 188,205| 126,652 131,860 151,601 150,444] 180,780 217,008 230,0e0 243,650
Other ll)Iydnn.l!o Undar—

taklnEs ... 63,.316| 81,003| 74,878 7s,280] 80020 B3N 118,308 158,828 100,810
Railvats 203)2,098, 484 [3,490 171(3,824,32015, 3521:94 9,863,437 4,314.899 5,872.3126,787,062 %.170.000
Tramways 253,500 '099,084| 815,401 '328,008] 892,108| 437,832 406,243| 572,133| 6E5,385
tate Ferrles 157] ~ 8,856 10628 10,585 10.3 8| 18,8 .583) 13,630 15,454 14,300
Electrlalty 81 Supply 304.623 844,577| 302,858 451.761) 476,250 500,37 a} @

State 109418 “sgaso| 4748y 88703 33,44 w0680 75,283  va708| S05e5]  S0s00
Cave Hom 12.261) 11,360 1502 11,260] 11,287 12425 15234 18805 17,089) 18141
Total Pabllc Utilities [3,766,800[4,140,006(4,689,0661¢,036,106(5.032,031| 6,41%087) 5,442,755] 6,007,010(3,360,150] 9,489,350
GEAND TOTALS ... |L1420057[11938381 13127242[13551154]13949340 14,407.657{15,028,427] 13,0&2,395]21377907 23,500,373

(a} From 1at July, 1946, taken over by 8tate Electricly Commission.
B -—
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STATEMENT SHOWING ANNUAL SURPLUSES AND DEFICIENOIES oF CoNsSoLIDATED Revinoe Foxp
#0R THE FINANOIAL YEARS 1900-01 TO 194849,

Annual.
Year. Revenue, Expenditure. _
Surplus. Deficiency.

£ £ £ £
1800-01 - 3,078,033 3,165,244 87,211
1801-02 o 3,688,049 3,490,026 198,023 .
190203 .- 3,630,238 3,621,763 108,475 T
1903-04 3,550,016 3,698,311 - 148,295
1804-05 3,615,340 3,745,225 129,885
1905-06 3,658,039 3,632,318 73,370
1906-07 3,401,354 3,490,183 88,829
1007-08 3,376,641 3,379,006 2,365
1608-09 3,267,014 3,368,551 . 101,537
1909-10 3,657,870 3,447,731 209,939
1910-11 3,850,439 3,734,448 115,991
1911-12 3,966,673 4,101,082 134,408
1912-13 4,596,659 4,787,084 180,405 -
1013-14 . 5,205,343 5,340,754 135,411
1814-15 5,140,725 * 5,708,541 665,816 .
1915-16 5,356,978 5,705,201 348,223
1916-17 . 4,577,007 5,276,764 699,757
19017-18 " 4,622,536 5,328,279 705,743
1018-19 " 4,944,851 5,596,866 652,016
1919-20 .- 5,863,501 6,631,725 668,225
1920-21 .- 6,780,665 7,476,291 686,725
1921-22 . 6,907,107 7,639,242 732,135
192223 . 7,207,492 7,612,856 405,364
1923-24 .- 7,885,693 8,094,753 229,158
1024-25 8,381,446 8,439,844 58,398
1925-26 5,808,166 2,907,300 e 99,143
1926-27 9,750,833 9,722,588 28,24 v
1027-28 ' 9,807,949 9,834,415 ee 26,4686
1928-29 9,947,051 10,223,919 275,068
192630 9,750,515 10,268,519 518,004
1930-31 8,686,750 10,107,295 1,426,539
1931-32 8,035,316 9,693,212 1,557,896
1932-33 8,332,153 9,196,234 864,081
1933-34 . 8,481,697 9,270,609 788,912
193435 . 9,331,430 0,498,625 ves 167,005
193536 . . 10,033,721 9,945,343 88,378 .
1936-37 . . 10,185,433 10,556,638 - 371,205
1937-38 . - 10,819,042 10,839,735 . 10,693
1938-39 . v 10,949,660 11,170,102 220,442,
193940 . . 11,118,943 11,266,768 146,826
194041 . . 11,432,068 11,420,957 11,111
104142 - ... 11,940,149 11,038,381 1,768
194243 - ves 13,151,678 13,127,242 24,436
194344 - 13,589,175 13,561,154 38,021
1944456 v - 13,953,830 13,948,340 4,490 ‘e
194546 . 14,407,657 . 14,407,657 e e
1946-47 . . 14,880,875 15,028,427 - 47,652
194748 e 17,710,310 18,062,392 352,082
194849 20,560,646 21,377,907 817,261




[notum No. 6.)

LOAN. EXPENDITURE FOR 1848-49 COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS,®

(Up to 1945/46 Loan Suspense Expenditure was not charged to Loan Pund until the year following that in which it was incnrred. The ﬁguraa
for 1946/47 and after include Loan Suspense Expenditure incurred during the year,)

TUndertakings. 1087-88, 1085-80. 1986-40, 1040-4L l 1041-42. I 194249, 1948—44, 1044-45. | 1045—46. 1040-47. 1947-48, 194840,
£ £ £ £ ) 2 £ £ £ £ £ £
Raltways, lncIudiq,% Land Rasumptlons 840,808 108,085 102,158 102 478 20,5800 28,781 17,668 72,086 72,687 208,970 | 206,648 862,344
Tramways—Perth Electrio 8,512 8,042 126 8,100 20,867 71,940 9,339 ,20) 1,388 8,273 54,418 07,687
Electric Power Btatlons .. 88,077 17,019 1,007 15 125 22,578 66,138 25,358 15,408 115,081 166,054 786,607 | 1,086,343
Fremantle Harbour Works ... 81,691 84,608 165,845 51,858 7.1 63,817 5,228 24,672 31,508 49,049 88,400 61,376
Harbours and Rivers nenllﬂ 70,240 | 57,680° 86,081 24,5618" 8,251 8,401 5,917 9,315 8,788 57,534 BO480 108,605
gewmso—l’eﬂh m‘i‘l g‘erm ] 258,490 851.400 242,105 115.438 71,112 17,404 6,478 19,717 30,891 115,807 168,624 22;,838
Wi 'owna . . 47|
Water Bupplies (a 709,742 684,188 011,560 754,457 270,461 73,009 62,605 90,113 | 202,025 | /828,740 | 640,208 400,538
Development of oldnetda ®) .. . 20,071 £2,016 56,808 43,453 17,760 137,664 00,400 08,270 | 231,722 265,967 261,685 826,224
Development of Agricalture 154,668 170,462 205,611 165,747 01,814 X 28,629 15,024 59,235 51,048 78,036 126,103
Assistance to Settlers, Industrie, efd:.. 8,471 42 9,198 12,895 8,420 8,048 3,650 2,000 3 )
Land Bettlemont for Soldlers ... a7 540 417 a7 8 121 210 1,207
Collage of Aglculhm o1 T 448 1,118 775 41 . . 1,168 4,776
Purchase of Plant (anpem) . - 126,000 75, 40,000
ftats faw Muils ., " 50,000 87,680
Bteamships wd 216,326 15,028 8,000 417
Workers" Homes—Workt Clplhl 26,000 10,000 10,000 f v
Workers® Homes Boud at Kmnlnll . 120,000
Biate Hotals - 18,022 4,900 9,178 20,702 147 1
Ferries 12 1,046 2,843 ge1l 1 .. 3,000 809 038
State Englneer!ng “Works 7,671 20,420 16,571 5,000 4,030
Publle B ﬁu 91,728 114,064 108,586 §7,231 36,260 69,161 33,808 81,217 116,607 182,045 216,088 [{4)586,002
Hospltal '.Bnll nsn ‘and Equlpmnt, in-
cluding Graots - 8,104 200,000 59,201 75,000 45,000 40,000 | 110,000 255,000 | 807,191
Roads and Brldgeu . 160,038 66,000 326, 41,784 -y -8
Sondries 2,000 9,416 5,000 618 180 10,724 20,841
Bulk Handling of W‘hut 62,409 7,040 4,478 6,204 . 81,822 36,003 86,801 781 116
Boys Quarries 900 1,688 2,646 o
Alr Rald Precantions 80,000 29,309
Wont Auam]lln Meab Export WO&! . 85,000 14,004 70,930 50,000 ¢ 10,000
Walshpool In: - 46.928 64,300 71,100
Native suuom. Hoaplt-ula. oto, 5,568 5,500 8,204 14,000 11,207 5,000 15,000 :
Totals e | 2,316,004 | 1,608,111 | 1,750,174 | 1,760,800 701,061 774,608 877,380 805,220 | 1,081,549 |(c)2,250,004] 8,030,788 | 3,818,724
Less Expenditure from Loan Repayments ) - !
Recelpts ..., 154,625 163,105 101,088 140,208 86,807 184,708 103,806 202,404 | 210,595 102,818 | 282,166 538,204
Nat Expenditore from Loan Raixingn ... | 2,160,170 | 1,645,000 | 1,068,088 | 1,620,188 702,084 689,000 178,484 472,735 | 870,854 | 0033 144 | 2,748,008 | 5,230,520

{a) Jucluding Goldfields Districta,
" (Suspense) £40,

(4) Excluding Water 8Su;
000; W.A. Meat Export Works £30,811 ;

plies.  {c) Excludes Recoup to Loan Suspense Account 1945~48, Development of Goldﬂelda £350 ; Purchas of Plant
{d) Includes Hospitals.

Total 71.101.

[x1amasSsSv]
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[Return Neo, 7.j
PUBLIC DEBT.

{#) LOAN AUTHORISATIONS AND FLOTATIONS,

£ £
Authorisations to 30th June, 1948 132,632,447
Aunthorisations, 1948—49 ... 2,322,922
134,955,369
Flotationa—
Inscribed' Stock, Debentures, Troas Bonds, ete.,
issued in Australia and Overscas—Not proceeds t— .
£
For Works and Services ... ... 110,300,878
For Funding Deficits ... ... 12,115,087
— 122,425,065
Discounts and Flotation Expensea (mclud.mg Cost of
Conversion Loans), net
On Works Loans ... 4,714,013
On Deficit Loans ... 762,482
' _— 5,460,495
— 127,801,660
Short Term Debt current at 30th Ju.ne, 49—
London . ... 2,969,714
Total Flotations 130,851,274
Balance available for Fiotation .. .. i £4,104,005
{5) LOAN INDEETEDNESS.
£ £
Total Amount raised to 30th June, 1948 ... 127,083,464
Flotations during the year— .
Counter Saled .. o e e e 125,810
Instalment Stock ... 639,000
Commonwealth Loans (Aust) 3,023,000
Temporary inorease in Debt (London Conversion Loans) 771,708
—_— 4,559,518
131,622,982
Redemptions—
Total to 30th June, ‘1948 26,788,723
During the year—
National Debt Commission : £
Securities repurchased - 1,027,015
Instalment gtock redeemed (Auat.ralm) 31,804
Inscribed Stock redeemed at maturity ..., 22,320
8pecial Deficit Loana redesmed ... 64,277
. — 1,145,516
* — 27,934,239
Grosa Public Debt at 30th Ju.ne, 19049 ... ... ... 103,688,743
Sinking Fond ... 62,822

Net Public Debt at 30th June, 1049 ... £103,625,921
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{c) SUMMARY OF GROSS LOAN RAISINGS AND DISBURSEMENTS.

Raisings. £
Total Fiotations, as por Return
7 {b}—
To 30th June, 1948 . 127,063,464
During Year 194849 ... 3,787,810
Receipts from Loan Repayments—
To 30th June, 1948 ... 3,742,087
During Year 194849 ... 242,820
£134,836,181

Disburzementa, £
Discounts and Expenscs—
To 30th June, 1948 (Nat) .. 4,699,816
Year 104849 4,107
Rodemption of  Agriculéural
Bank Mortgage Bonda - 1,666,000
Deficita Funded (including Dis-
count and Expenses) .. . 12,867,569
Expenditure on Works and Ser-
vices ... 113,463,736 ~
Balance of (General Losn Fund 2,224,863
£134,836,181

{d) NET PUBLIC DEBT FOR HEAD OF POPULATION ON 30th JUNE EACH YEAR,

. Yoear, Debt per Head.
£ s8.d.
1919 116 7 0
1920 119 7 3
1921 *124 16 11
1922 137 1 ¢
1923 . 142 9 6
1024 146 12 @
190256 ... 146 311
1928 v 166 14 8
1827 157 14 4.
1928 166 10 7
1929 162 6 9
1930 . 163 9 9
1931 174 2 6
1932 - 180 3 8
1933 187 4 8
1034 N 193 7 @

Year. Debt per
£
1935 187
1936 o 189
1037 201
1938 . 202
1939 e . 204
1940 ... .- w203
1041 - 204
1942 . . 202
1643 . e 202
1944 _, . 188
1946 - 195
1948 . 185
1947 . 185
1648 t164
1949 195

Head,
8. d.
1111

710
16
18

7
16
18
17

T

1
19
4
3
16

b
10

bt ot
CI=1=T

* Compoared with the previous year, £2 16s. 11d. of the increaae is dus to an adjustment in
the figures of the population at the Census. T Adjusted on corrected figures of population.

{¢} CONTINGENT LIABILITIES AT 30re JUNE, 1849.

N Becurities Re. In Ciren- | Funde

—_— Issued. deemed. lation. | Invested.

Metropolitan Market Act 19,000 3,342 15,658
Workers' Homes Act ... 180,000 28,6256 160,475

Agricultural Lands Purchase Aot 587,471 497,354 90,117 3,017
785,471 629,221 266,250
Benk (luarantees in force ... - 1,608,970
Totsl,' Contingent Liabilities 1,875,220
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LOAN LIABILITY—STATEMENT SHOWING AMOUNTS MATURING EACH YEAR.
Earliest Date | 'Latest Dato Tnterest - Repayablo in—
of Maturity. | of Maturity. Rate. London. New York. | Australia.
% 3 z z
- 1943 . +500
1948 2% *2,050,714 :
N 1949 2 . 255,560
1049 3% . 1,304,220
. 1949 a3 _ 1,741,310
1950 g 53,000
1640 1960 2% 813,300
1950 4 1,341,198
1961 34 . 3,952,910
1052 7 - 260,330
1948 1953 3¢ £64,393
1053 4 1,238,774
1952 1954 33 587,800
1952 1964 ag 3,167,050
1935 1956 EH 3,204,904
1056 " 1,239,763
1953 1955 a3 2,467,806
1052 1065 5 . 1,498,444
1950 1958 300,350
1950 1958 gt 476,000
1950 1957 34 . 2,510,621
.. 1957 3 139,290
1957 " 1,174,169
1967 34 267,054
1850 1958 3} 2,972,300
. 1958 3 160,697
1966 1958 3} 1,462,360
1950 1959 "3} 906,670
1959 3 347,622
1056 1950 3 4,648,865
1959 4 1,167,005
1980 3 426,480
1940 1960 31 328,605
1850 1860 3 919,790
1857 1960 3} 1,300,810
1950 1861 3} . 8,626,750
1956 , 1961 8} 1,789,627
1961 4 1,216,646
- 1961 3 203,752
1062 3 174,272
1082 3 6,267,365
1942 1062 ‘ 2,021,101
1063 3 184,009
1060 1963 34 781,900
1964 31 1,566,000
- 1964 3 149,284
1965 3 30,361
1956 3 ¢ 432,191
. 1967 3 519,264
. 1987 33 267,055
1989 3 37,565
1865 1060 33 8,281,487
- 1870 3 381,778
1971 3 383,926
1967 1871 23 3,283,661
1072 3 386,011
1073 3 562,943
1974 3 328,000
1964 1974 3} 8,629,101 e
1972 1874 3 4,147,000
1970 1875 24 4,124,103
1975 1977 3 18,760 -
1083 1 6,085,129
Average Rate | 29,767,466 2,034,363 61,806,024
3.1629% |< a, )
103,888,743
* Floating Debt. 1 Overdue.
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[Return No, 9.]
SINKING FUND.

TRANSACTIONS DURING THE YEAR 1048-40.

£ s8.d £ s d
Bagnoa brought forward, lat Jllly. 1948—
Nations) Debt Commission 154,408 2 6
Cantrlbuttuns:
tate—
Be per cent. on loan liabillty 262,093 12 b
16s. per cent. on Bpecial Deflcit Lonn 40,425 O 0
4} per cent. oo cancelled securith 530,008 & 9
3 per cent under Federal Ald o 5438 1 0
Special contribution under clauss 12 (20) of Flpanciat Aswemt 84 2 7
Commonweal th—
68, and 2s. per cent. on loan llnbillty 204,685 0 6
Net earnings on lnvestment.s . 5,658 11 11
1,062,002 13 1
L,217,488 16 7
mempt.l&ns end Repurchases, etc., at net Cost (Inclnding Exchange) ... 1,154,660 12 4
Balance, Sinking Fund, 30th June, 1948 62822 3 3
1,217,488 16 7

TRANSACTIONS FROM 1sr JULY, 1027, TO 30ra JUNE, 1049,

Rﬁﬁk: £ s d £ . d.
Ly e ent, Poll (LY. ** Kangaroo *), Premiums pald 57,607 10 0
¥ —Endowmsant Po! cy “ - ums g
1st July, 1020—Crown Agenta 870,347 0 10
955,044 10 10
Contributions ;
On sccount M.V, Eamgaroo " ... 47,250 0 0
On account, Crown Agenta ... 40312 13 &
Btn.t.o—
. per cent, on loan Uabllity 5.007,910 u ']
155. per cent. on Special Defictt Loan o 202,125 0
4} per cent, on cancelled securities 4,617,680 15 7
per cent. under Federal Ald Roads Act 875,084 13 1
ﬁeclal contribution on account loan for pmhm of MLV, Koolnmn i 208,905 8 4
change on contribution re M.V, ¥ Koolama 52,502 5 0
Payment under Claose 12 (20) of Flmnctal Agreement as amended ... 73,874 $ 104
Profit arising out of Converslon of a Loan in London .. o 8,812 15 0
Commonwenl -
Ge. and 2s. 8d. per cent. on Losn I.hbmty 3,407,074 6 3
Net earnings on investments 402,681 5 10
Accretions to Endowment Pollcy at matuﬂty 85052 10 0
Exc.hange on remittances 29504 6 1
14,505,420 14 2
15,460,474 5 0
Dishursements :
Redemptions and Repurchases, ete, 14,080,785 10 1
from .‘z{:iclnl Blnklng Fund B1L,748 3 10
Contributions refou v e 830 17 11
Contribotions to Crown Agen 89934 2 B
Preminms on Pollcy sccount MV« Kan@nroo i 47,250 © O
%:paymeng o{ igg: mmn Egr%wn A.ngnta) i ggg.ggg ; g
ent o n “ Ea X
ey ngar00 " 15,397,662 1 9
Balance, 30th Jane, 1940 -—
National Debt Commizston 82822 3 3
15,480,474 5 O




R
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[Revurn Neo. 10.] .
SUMMARISED CLASSIFICATION OF !:-OAN ABSETS, 1048-48, (a)
" Capttal Charges {c).
1soan- P o) Net De-
Undertaking.* Liability. Earnings, | Surplus. | Aclency.
) Totereat. | SIBMDE | Erehange.
Fund.
FULLY REFRODUOTIVE,
£ £ £ £ . £
Btate Bnaineeﬂng Workl 144,040 4,748 1,229 581 6,565 &7
State Saw AMills $89,504 11,121 - 2,671 1,244 64,372 39,488
State Hotels 08,855 2,255 596 262 11,860 8,768
Rural and Industries Bank 4,905,702 163,841 28,742 18,308 268,600 97,905
Bnml lnd Industries Bank-—@overn- :
t Agency 2,705,160 88,610 26,855 9,918 | 216,610 00,292
Ahttolm Sale Yards, Gmn Bhod&
and Col 1 524,899 12,177 3,803 1,922 38,616 15,618
polltan M’nrkets o 145,585 4,767 1,240 6533 6,804
Loans Scheme 1,285 42 19 & 100 a4
‘Welshpool Industries . 176,846 5,763 916 844 2,161 1,889
9,101,094 208,114 76,970 38,362 500,662 192,146
PARTIALLY PRODTOTIVA,
Harbours and Rivers (d) .. 6,012,852 220,430 58,600 25,832 306,921 1,431
Wnter Bupply, Sewernga and Drlln
. (19,984,717 633,326 156,973 70,854 447,753 412,800
W7nd.ham Meatworks 1,072,272 35,123 0,082 - 3.920 26,000 23,084
Agricoltiure Generally 8,446,044 112,878 28,853 12,628 19,236 185,124
Genenally ... 047,047 31,041 7,784 3,473 1,101 41,107
Agaistance to Indmtl‘iﬂ 214,620 7,080 1,814 788 160 X
Loans to Publlec Bodles ... 83,915 2,720 887 805 798 2,903
Misesllanecus - 888,128 29,001 6,040 8,266 1,826 38,180
Plant Buugenso . 460,806 15,004 8,450 1,880 11,021 8,321
Roads &as & . | 8,437,203 112,689 28,085 12,6068 82,187 01,058
Btate Housing 480,735 22,298 5,794 2,496 8,838 21, 749
‘West Australian Meat Ex‘port WOlh 287,307 7,778 2,422 870 10,688
Electricity Snpgly 4,087,411 138,887 26,862 14,070 72,205 102.323 -
8tate Brickwor, 52,107 1,710 441 191 1,214 1,128
Soldlers' Land Settiement (f) we | 2,045,581 87,005 17,341 7,408 62,624 30 313
43,900,635 | 1,438,004 350,837 100,'878 1.022.831 927,358
ToTALLY URFRODUUTIVE.
Rallways (g} ... [27,809,101 906,820 230,734 101,807 [12,400 844,826
Tramwa yoo .. o Tn T IUsstize | sussi | 1v90e 5,838 193.913 s’mfisos
tate Quarries 35,012 1,187 3 131 1,802
Bt.lt-e Shlppl Service 346,390 11,847 2,017 1,269 15,688
Rabbit Proof Fence 332,627 10,802 2,58 1,210 g,on 546
State Batteriea 482,148 14,165 8,830 1,684 208 89,637
Public B lm:lu Bechool
Police Statlons, Gao .
Houses, Hosp mn and Imt.ltnuonu 6,020,120 197,194 46,412 22,081 ( $28%,801 503,488
boﬂﬁna 114,282 3,748 968 419 185,809 (1.090\
Bnlk dllns Bnnbu:ry 74,442 2,438 026 273 8,887
Bire Planting and ]!.efbtuhtl ot T 8,508 s,ag? 13,674 a:008
@ Planting an on . ,050, 3 - 48,883
Tourist Res | Tagaer 5,012 ‘834 438 2',954
Gam»km Alunite Daponlts | 802,000 10,722 4,830 2,206 28,268
Group Setﬂemen e | 2,068,545 00,844 24,001 10,836 132,680
Stock Suspense 11,703 880 9 43 - 5
41,513,139 | 1,358,248 338,081 151,808 12,807,741 4,851,848
SUMMARY.
Fully Beproductive e | 9,101,004 208,114 76,920 83,852 500,582 192,140 .
Partlally Reproductive ... ... [43,000,635 | 1,435,004 | 950,357 | 180,878 | 1,022,881 2 927,858
Totally Unproduetive 41,318,139 { 1,353,248 938,961 151,308 |42,807,741 4,851,348
Caplial Adguuﬁnantn and UmIlo- .
ted Costa of Ralzlngs . | 1,282,176 42,004 18,242 4,608 64,044
L | Deficit. Loans - | 5,095,120 51,694 50,802 .1 102,808
Bnlnnco of Genml Loan Fuod ... | 2,224,863 72,877 17,078 8,163 88,1
e)d pending Redemption | = 771,708 P
108,688,748| 8,256,839 851,885 968,479 | 1,186,708 5,662,001
Public Debt, 30th Juns, 1049 ... £103,688,743 ' NBT DRFIOIEOY £6,002,001
*For detalls see Return No. 11. 1 Debi 3 :
{a mmhmantdhtﬂbutmﬂm net eout-oflmnclurgufwﬂw year over the various assets, (d) Total
T8 ather adfumtimentas () Actar m""’:‘.’&"‘”’“‘““w‘“ e aver atl anta. 75‘)"""‘%» sBould b adasd £0% 00
ar 0 L] X
ihlhuy Capl ta.(l. Represents P.W.D. on roads, by

nd drainage,
Elnu want on Hmy 9 (ﬂ') mﬂu 5667,543 being part of Chplwa?xpendltun on E:rnlgom

and J ntroled
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(Return No. 11]

[ASSEMBLY.)

DEranmen CrassiFicaTioR OF Loar Assers 1948-40%,

h Capital Charges, (a)
Undertaking, Lisbili Sinking | Ex | Earainge o
ndertaking. iability. inki - arnings.| Surplua, | fisieney.
Interest. Fumlllg change. v P
£ £ £ £ £ £ £
Railways (5) 27,660,101 | 006,320 | 230,736 | 101,397 |12,406,384] . | 3,644,826
Tramways e o | 1,587,174 50,351 11,908 5,633 |+ 93,918 161,808
Electricity Supply ... | 4,087,411 | 133,887 25,662 14,979 72,205 102,323
33,293,776 11,090,567 | 268,304 | 122,000 |¥2,428,077 3,908,957
Harbours and Rivers. )
Fremantle Harbour Trust | 2,944,776 98,459 24,449 10,791 | 326,514 | 194,815
Fremantlp Other ves 737,913 24,171 6,194 2,704 26,516 6,553
Bunbury Harbour Board 809,708 19,972 5,135 2,234 27,341
Bunbury Other 171,878 5,630 955 630 1508 7,723
Geraldton (¢} ... 709,578 | 23,243 | 5976 | 2600 to82 32,101
Albany (e) 165,683 | 5,427 1,289 807 | 1,084 8,417
Eeperance (c) .. 15,851 519 133 58 13 697
Busselton (&) ... 20,351 867 171 7Bl . 913
North-West Ports (c} £96,652 19,544 5,015 2,187 | 123,268 50,014
Swan River ... 521,276 17,075 4,182 1,910 1359 23,526
Dredges, Steamers n.nd
. Plant e 265,727 8,703 1,792 974 16,041 17,510
Other Jotties and Work.a 153,259 5,020 1,289 562 | 114,580 21,451
{e)| 6,012,852 | 226,430 56,590 25,332 | 308,921 1,431
Waler Supplies,
Metropolitan ... 8,955,649 | 293,351 72,119 32,819 | 415,597 17,308
Goldfields Water Schlme 3,691,119 | 117,631 28,672 13,160 73,643 85,820
Country Towns e | 1,216,152 30,836 9,918 4,457 6,326 47,885
Country Areas... 1,242,121 (' 40,687 10,096 4,552 19,693 85,028
Goldfields Areas . 967,382 31,687 8,130 3,545 117,284 50,846
Irrigation and Drainage, | 3,172,956 | 103,933 25,924 11,628 | 124,155 165,640
Other Works ... 181,417 5,942 1,514 665 16,681 14,802
Sewerags for Country :
Towns 7,921 259 28 287
19,334,717 | 633,326 | 156,373 70,854 | 447,753 412,800
Trading Concerns.
Wyndham Meatworks... | 1,072,272 35,123 9,032 3,929 26,000 23,084
Quarries . .- 35,612 1,167 304 131 1,602
Brickworks . 52,197 1,710 441 191 1,214 1,128 -
Engineering Works 144,949 4,748 1,229 531 6,665 57
Saw Mille e 339,604 11,121 2,671 1,244 64,372 39,436
Shipping Service re 346,396 11,347 2,017 1,269 15,633
Hotels ... 68,855 2,255 596 252 11,869 8,768
West Australian Meat
Export Works 237,307 7,973 2,422 870 10,588 477
2,287,002 75,244 19,512 8,417 | 109,808 6,435
Demlopmam of Aqncul-
Soldiers’ Lund Settla-
ment (d) ... 2,045,581 | 67,005 | 17,341 7,408 | 652,524 39,318
Rural and Induat.nes
Bank .. 4,995,762 | 163,641 38,742 18,308 | 258,586 37,905
Rural lnd Induatnea
Bank—Government i
Agency . | 2,705,160 88,810 26,855 9,013 | 215,610 90,232
Group Settlement .., | 2,956,645 96,844 24,901 10,835 132,580
Rabbit-proof Fence ... 332,627 10,892 2,818 1,219 19,017 24,848
Generally e v | 3,446,044 | 112,878 28,863 12,628 19,235 136,124
16,481,819 | 539,870 | 139,610 60,389 | 538,048 ... 203,713
* Bes footnote. 1 Debit.

(a) on Return No 10,
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[Return Ne. 11— continued.)
DeTaiiep CLaSSIFIOATION oF LoaN AssETS 1948.40—eoniinued,

Capita] Charges. {a) ]
Undertaking. . [ 12088 Sinking | Ex- E&Nr;hngs Surplus. ﬁci]::;y
Intevest. Fund. | change.
Abaitoire, Saleyards, ete. £ £ £ £ £ £ £
Metropolitan Abattoira | 997,548 | 13,022 2,933 [« 1,457 | 34,808 | 17,396
Kalgoorlie Abattoirs ... 55,334 1,812 281 203 1,707 589
Generally ... .. 71,522 2,343 589 262 3,104
524,309 | 17,177 3803 |. 1,922 | 36515| 13,618
Deyvelopment of Aining.
State Batterios .| 432,148 [ 14,156 3,630 1,584 | 120,268 39,637
Generally .. .. | 947,647 | 31,041 7,784 3473 1,191 41,107
—
) 1,379,795 | 45,196 | 11,414 5,057 | 119,077 80,744
Public Buildings. -
Education  (including
Narrogin School of
Agriculture and :
Muresk College of
Agricultare) o | 2,264,760 | 74,184 | 17,100 8,300 | 1116,744 216,418
Police Stations, Quarters,
sto. 178,295 5,840 | 1,476 653 | 118,047 26,016
Court Houses, Quarters. -
ote. ... 46,531 1,624 202 170 | 47,787 9,873
Gaols e e e 88,706 2,906 747 325 | 122,622 26,500
Hoapitals e | 2,048,378 | 67,006 | 15,347 7,606 9,581 §0,368
Institutions ... .. | 658,137 | 21,558 5,486 2,412 |- 120,756 50,211
Buildings generally ... 735,313 24,086 5,774 2,695 | 161,627 94,082
020,120 | 197,194 | 46,412 | 22,061 | {237,801 503,468
Al Other. 6.020.1 : t
Aborigines Stations ... | 114,282 | 3,743 969 419 | 135,809 41,030
Asaistance to Industrics | 914620 | 7,030 1,814 786 160 9,480
Bulk Handling, Bunbury | 74442 | 2,438 628 273 3,337
- Ferrica ... 10,610 347 g6] + 30| 3574 - 4,048
Losans to Publio Bodies |  §3315 | 2,729 667 305 798 2,903
Metropolitan Markets... | 145535 | 4,767 1,240 633 | 6,804 264
Miscellaneous ... 888,128 | 20,091 | 5,640 | 8255 | 1,828 36,160
Pine Planting and Re-
forestation ... 1,050,782 | 34419 | 8593 | 3,851 v | 48,863
Plant Suspenss | 460,806 | 15,094 3,459 1,689 | 11,921. 8,321
Roads and Bridges ... | 3.437,203 | 112,680 | 28,965 | 12,596 | 62,197 91,053
Small Loans Schome—
State Housing Com.
misgion ... .. 1,285 42 19 5 100 34
8tock Suspense 11,793 386 99 43 528
Tourist Resorta - | 119,427 3012 | - @34 438 4,084
State Howsing Com- .
gion 7 22,298 5794 | 2,4 S 21,749
Caﬁ;:on Alunite De- 680,735 495 8,838
posits 602,000 | 19,722 4,330 2,206 26,258
Welslﬁ'ool Taduatries .. 175,845 5,753 25 644 [ 9,151 1,839
Capital Adjustments and
Unpallocated Costs of ’
s Rmslu]!)g:ﬁ Lo 1,982,175 | 42,004 | 18242 | 4,698 64,944
pecial Deficit Loans . .12 51,694 | 50,802 102,396
Balance of General Loan 5,095 1.9 ' 80 02,3
* Fund 2,224,863 | 72,877 | 17,013 | 8,153 " 98,103
Amount held pendmg Re-| 7
demption ... 771,708
17,444,573 | 430,835 | 149,967 | 42,428 | 62,312 560,018
ToraL ... ... |103,688,743/3,265,830 | 851,885 | 358,479 |+1,185,798 ... | 5,852,000
Public Debt, 30th June,
1949 103,688,743
' 1 Debit. : '

a) Aotnal Expenditure averaged over ail asseta.
5) Inoludes £557,048 being part of Capltal Expundit.ure on Harbours and Joties controlled by Rallway Dept.
£) To thisshoald be added 5557 048 Inoluded fn Rallway cnplt.alln respeot o e !ollowl. l“ﬁarlzm-lmln-a and Jettles
Albany, £106,312 ; Busselton, £35,000 ; Qersldton, £329,263; Espernncs, £63,225; P nd, £24,142,
{ e;ltcnpresante expendlture by P.W.D. on roads, bridges and drainnge, and b:r Landa Depagtment “on repur-
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In Bsturn 11 the average cost of servicing the Public Debt has been applied to all underiakings.
© In Returns 12.13 the figures as shown hove beon prepared in accordance with the published
Commercial Accountis of the Utilities.

[Roturn No. 18.]
RETURN RELATING TO RAILWAYS.
—_ .| 1844-45. | 1945-46. 1848-47. | 194748. | 1948-49.
- miles. miles. miles. miles. miles.
Number of Miles Open 4,381 4,381 4,348 4,348 4,321
£ £ £ £ £

Loan Capital ... .. .. .. |26177283 | 26,347,848 | 20,659,050 | 26,051,413 | 27,312,438
Revenue Capifal 430,899 631,715 631,140 [ 632,284 637,143
Total ... ... | 26,808,182 | 26,079,663 | 27,200,100 | 27,583,607 | 27,049,581
Working Expenses we amwe]| 8,764,200 | 4,026,708 | 4,423,801 | 5,570,000 | 6,702,254
Interest ... .. . . . | 1,060,460 1 1,030,818 | 1,032,990 | 1,046,333 | 1,083,023
Total Annual Cost ... .| 4,814,750 | 5,086,622 | 5,456,701 | 6,816,332 | 17,765,277

Gross Revenue ... \' o | 4,276,260 | 4,106,718 | 4,045,935 | 4,508,808 | 5,214,844
Loss 538,509 959,804 | 1,410,856 | 2,017,437 | 2,650,433

{Reoturn No, 18.]
RETURN RELATING TO TRAMWAYE,

— 194445, 194546, 1844847, 194748 1948-48.

£ £ £ £ £ 7

Loen Capital ... e - e | 1,244,437 | 1,247,088 | 1,261,124 | 1,304,274 | 1,427,804

Working Expenses ... .. .| 427,009 | 456454 | 476,314 | 595027 | 668823

Interest ... - er 48,308 48,407 48,516 50,976 53,277

Total Annual Coat ... 476,407 504,881 524,830 ' 644,003 722,100

Gross Revenue ... 607,509 621,093 481,100 508,064 580,530
Profit e e e e 32,102 18,232 vow

Losa - . e vee 43,730 136,849 132,661
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In Return 11 the average cost of servicing the Publip Debt has been applied to all underiotings.
In Returns 14-15 the figures as shown have been prepared in accordonce with the publishéd
Commaercial Accounts of the Utilities.

[Retarn No. 14.]
RETURN RELATING TO ELECTRICITY.
C— 104445, | 104646, | 104647. | 194748, | 194840,
£ £ £ £ £

Loan Capital .. .. .. ..| 1,008,820 | 2,100,714 | 2,287,021 | 3,023,61¢ | 4,064,053
Working Expenses .. .. .. | 498063 | 579,825 | 778207 | 9IL172 | 1,049,808
Doiacost xpemses | US%a | Casesi | eves | soais " 41,180
Total Annusl Cost .. .. | 576,389 | 668,106 | 863,458 | 1,000,801 | 1,001,07
Gros Revemue ... .. .. .| G76742| 578,149 | 608,302 | 762,695 | 783,986
Loes TR I 647 70,067 | 195,156 | 238,106 307,000

{Return No, 15.]
RETURN RELATING TO METROPOLITAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE. AND DRAINAGE,

—_— 1944-45. 194548, 194647, 1947-48. | 1948-49.

£ £ £ £ £
8,137,020 | 5,241,408 | 9,500,253 | 9,818,646 | 10,259,125

Loan Capital ... e e .

Working Expenses ... ... .| 112631 130738 ] 157073 | 169,049 | 195,680

Interest and Sinking Fund .. ... | 466,798 | 469,100 | 426,904 | 440,678 | 450500
Total Annual Cost .. .| 569,320 | 680,836 | 584,877 | 609,627 | 655,189

Gross Revenue ... .. .. .| O581468| 6575508 791,526 ] 615851 | 676,414

Profit .o 22,128 S 8,649 6,224 21,226
Losa - e | 14,328
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In Beturn 11 the average oost of servicing the Public Debt has been applied to all underiakings.
In Return 16 ithe figures as shown have been prepared in accordance with the publighed
Commercial Adceounts of the Utilities.

[Return No. 18.)
RETURN RELATING TO GOLDFIELDS WATER SUFPLY.

. —_— 1944-45. 104546, 1946-47. 184748, 194849,

Loan Cepital ... v o .. 3,1152,995 3,16%,836 3,2e£s,444 3,52£0,316 3,6:;,096
Working Expenses ... .. .| 180,800 | ‘182,507 [ 183,748 | @ 247832 | 289,112
Interest, Sinking Fund end Depreciation| 211,637 | 214,426 | 203,216 | 232,780 { 244,739

Total Ahnual Cost ... .. | 862,337 | 306,933 | 396,064 | 480,571 | 533,851
Gross Revenue ... .. .. .. | (a)314,421 | (5) 318,283 () 343,600 | 338,892 | 341,052

Loss 77918 78,860 53,484 141,679 102,799

(a) Inel‘ldss Commonwealth Grant, £8,074.
(8) Inolndea Commonwealth Grant, £8,198.
(¢) Ingludes Commonwealth Grant, £562,

{Return No, 17,)
BUMMARY OF TRADING‘CONCERNS,

e 104248, | 1843-44, | 104445, | 104546, | 194748, | 104840,
£ £ £ £ £ £
Loan Capital .. | 2,251,449 | 2,253,618 | 2,826,156 | 2,404,401 | 2,451,826 | 2,317,105
Revenue Capital ... 52,242 62,242 49,713 49,713 49,713 10,026
2,303,691 | 2,305,755 | 2,376,860 | 2,464,114 | 2,601,639 | 2,327,131
Gross Revenue ... ... ... | 1,619,006 1,638,856 1,807,809 | 1,012,261 | 2,102,680 | 2,570,444
Increase in Stocks 7,368 19,622 270 18,949 17,644
Dacreace in Stocks 11,516 14,833 863 5,234 5,667 5,944
_ 1,514,848 | 1,525,023 | 1,826,578 | 1,807,287 | 2,113,072 | 2,591,044
Working Expenditure (g} .. | 1,410,346 | 1,454,390 | 1,751,934 | 1,846,802 | 1,051,463 | 2,378,035
Interest and Sinking Fun 147,162 422,018 124,767 128,758 116,330 115,754
Depreciation 39,869 48,818 41,014 650,617 56,461 60,028
Superannuation ... 411 656 ~ 683 766 8569 054
Total Annual Cost ... v | 1,697,868 | 1,625,882 | 1,924,398 | 2,024,073 | 2,124,093 | 2,565,600
Profit 35,375
Loss 83,020 100,859 97,820 117,686 10,121

(a) Includes provision for Bad Debts and Bad Debts written off.

Note.—Wyndham Meat Works—Financial years.onded 31st ‘January, 1844, 1845, 1046, 31st October,
1942. Btate Bhipping Service—Financial year ends 31st December,
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[Roturn No, 18.] ]
- RETURN RELATING TO STATE BRICKWORKS.
11
—_— 1912-43. | 104344, | 1944-45, | 1945-46. | 1946-47. | 194748,
£ £ - £ £ £ £
Loan Capitel . wee §2,231 52,007 62,097 52,007 52,007 52,097
Revenue Capital ... e 1,774 1,774 1,774 1,774 1,774 q 1,774
54,005 63,871 53,871 53,871 63,871 53,871
Groes Revenue ... o e 22,069 30,144 30,997 49,898 65,921 60,260
Increase in Stocks 003 90 270 14
Decrease in Stocka .- 1,343 260 "
23,062 28,801 40,087 60,168 66,671 60,264
Working Expenditure ... 24,245 29,132 38,723 45,933 50,041 64,112
Interest and Sinking Fund . 2,820 2,820 2,813 2,813 2,682 2,686
Depreciation 1,389 . 1,330 1,619 2,074 1,884 2,690
Superannuation ... . ... 411 656 683 796 859 954
Total Annual Cost ... e 28,845 33,038 43,838 51,616 56,468 60,342
Profit . 205 “
Loss e e o ees e 5,783 65,137 3,761 1,448 " 78
[Return No, 19.) '
RETURN RELATING TO STATE ENGINEERING WORKS.
— 1942-43. | 194344, | 194445, | 1045-46, | 1046-47. | 194748,
£ £ £ £ £ £
Loan, Capital van 175,980 . 182,460 180,348 178,107 176,968 145,838
Gross Revenue ... s 379,442 392,511 370,914 281,436 266,077 271,889
Increase in Stocks 6,365 1,718 .
Decreas: in Stocks 9,739 853 1,008 5,044
385,807 382,772 | 397,081 280,430 267,793 265,945
Working Expenditure ... 353,846 364,763 379,789 261,023 241,742 238,881
Interest and Sinking Fund (510,274 | (10,519 | (b) 9,413 | (b) 9,488 | (2) 9,012 | (5) 8,081
Depreciation ... ... 8,524 7,098 7.544 9,617 | 14,313 | 14,000
Total Annual Cost ... 372,643 382,378 | 306,746 | 260,026 265067 | 261,062
Profit . w  we o | 13,184 304 315 404, 9,726 4,593
Lose . A
(b) Inviudes Sinking Fund ocharged, in the accounts of the Concern as follows :—
£43] £444 £456 £531 £1,002 £971
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[Return No, 20.)

[ASSEMBLY.]

RETUBRN RELATING TO STATE QUARRIES.

—_— 104243, | 1943-44, | 194445, | 1945-46. | 1046-47, | 1b47-48.
£ £ £ £ £ £
Loan Capital ... e 38,601 38,601 37,634 37,324 37,086 36,910
Revenue Capital ... 872 872 872 872 872 872
39,473 39,473 88,606 |+ 38,198 37,958 37,782
Gross Revenoe ... * 78 272 81 79 94 i3]
Increase in Stocks . . . .
Decrease in Stocks e - 440 200 - .
Dr. 370 72 81 79 094 68
Working Expenditure ... 601 70 82 24 100 132
Interest and Sinking Fund ... 2,132 2,108 2,081 2,011 1,808 1,804
Depreciation e 47 . .
Total Annual Cost ... 2,780 2,178 2,143 2,035 1,906 2,026
Loss 3,150 2,104 2,082 1,956 1,902 1,958
[Reiurn No, 21.}
RETURN RELATING TQ STATE SHIPFING SERVICE.
— 1943 1944, 19435, 1948, 1947, 194748,
) £ £ £ £ £ £
Loan Capital ... 34B,306 | 346,398 | 346,306 346,396 346,308 346,306
QGross Revenue ... 277,604 | 264,625 | 281,719 195,266 | 270,154 ! 534,036
Working Expenditare ... - 201,986 300,438 328,971 280,066 276,727 516,411
Interest and Smkmg Fund (a) 30,115 18,331 18,940 18,714 16,333 16,982
Depreciation - o 12,010 11,908 12,076 12,320 12,114 9,322
Total Annual Cost ... 334,110 | 330,675 | 350,986 311,089 305,174 | 641,716
Losa 58,518 66,060 78,2687 115,823 35,020 7,680
{a} Includes Smkmg Fund not charged in the accounts of the Contern as follows :—
£1,679 £1,679 £866 £866 £8606 £1,732
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{Return No. 22,]
RETURN RELATING TO STATE HOTELS.

—_— - "1042-43. | 1943-44. | 1944-45. | 1045-46, | 1046-47. | 194748.

, © £ £ £ £ Y £
Loan Capital ... .. .. 80,257 78,368 79,482 74,600 72,735 70,8056

Revenne Capital ... 2,620 2,629 .
82,788 80,887 76,482 74,609 72,738 70,805
Gross Revenue ... . 70,44.7 69,305 70,771 89,097 105,644 112,193
Working Exzpenditure ... . 50,630 58,714 61,076 78,624 90,130 96,162
Interest and Sinking Fund . 6,099 8,278 8,288 6,600 5,220 5,203
Depreciation ... - 1,307 1,372 328 1,668 318 2,144
Total Annunal Cost ... - 86,945 66,364 63,602 80,788 95,677 103,600
Profit e 3,602 2,941 2,179 8,309 9,987 8,084

A
*
[Return No, £8.] o
RETURN RELATING TO STATE SAW MILLS,
-

—_— 1042-43, | 1904344, | 104445, | 104546, | 1048-47. | 1947-48,

£ £ £ . £ £ £
Loan Capital .. ... 266,469 | 264,658 | 262,867 { 260,098 | 308,219 | 305,148
Grose Rovenus ..., ... ..| 607,288 | 573,223 | 648,263 | 612,882 | 680,098 | 823,723
Increase in Stocks 13,069 15,233 17,604

.Decrease in Stocks 10,961 3,651 3,301
596,327 | 660,672 | 661,332 | 609,581 | 704,320 | 841,227
Working Expenditure ... .. | 657,135 | 640,059 | 538,647 | 573,741 | 645,359 | 767,657
Interest and Smking Fund ... 15,045 15,035 15,024 15,645 16,166 16,923
Deprociation {a) .. T 2,559 3,300 5,088 10,761 | 13,646 18,543
Total Annual Cost ... 674,739 558,904 568,757 600,137 676,171 803,123
Profit .. .. .. .. | 21,688 | 10,678 2,575 94d4d | 20,158 | 38,104

{s) On new asgets only. Temporarily suspended on existing asset.
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[Return No. 24]

[ASSEMBLY.]

RETURN RELATING

TO WYNDHAM MEAT WORKS,

1-21-42 1-2-44 1-2-45 1-2-468 1-2-47 1-2-48
— to to to to to to
31-1-44. | 31-1-45. | 31-1-46. | 31-1-47. | 31-1-48, | 31-1-49.
. . . _
£ £ £ £ £ £
Loan Capital s e | 1,072,322 | 1,072,322 | 1,072,322 | 1,072,322 | 1,072,322 | 1,072,322
Gross Revenue ... 21,455 2,155 278,776 405,810 | ~ 451,339 550,464
Inecrease in Stocks e Y 6,363 26
Decrease in Stocks 109 927 5407
21,348 2,155 285,139 404,833 | 445,932 550,490
Working Expenditors ... .. | 21,564 [ 8227 | 251464 | 372,335 | 413,153 | 509,141
Interest and Sinking Fund {a) ... 67,010 | 53,616 | 56,300 | 50,488 | 48254 | 48254
Total Annual Cost ... 88,683 | 61,843 | 307,764 | 422,823 | 461,407 | . 567,395
" Loss 67,237 59,688 22,625 17,940 15,415 6,905
(s} Includes Sinking Fund not charged in the accounts of the Concemn, as follows :—
£2,681 £2,681 £2,681 £2.68] £2.681 £2,881
1
{Return No. 25.] -
WEST AUSTRALIAN MEAT EXPORT WORKS,
_ 194445, | 104546, | 194647, | 194748,
£ £ £ £
Loan Capital " . . 208,010 | 382,550 386,003 287,519
Revenue Capital ... . . 417,067 47,067 7,800 7,380
345,077 429,617 393,603 294,899
Gross Revenue ... . e e | 190,388 | 277,783 | 264,365 | 226,822
Working Expenditure ... . - . . 152,282 | 240,167 | 234,201 197,439
Interest and Sinkings Fund e e - o 13,928 21,905 14,7568 15,731
Depreciation, ete. ... wee e e e . 20,362 14,387 13,176 13,337
Total Annual Cost - e .. | 186,572 | 276459 | 264,195 | 226,507
Profit vee e e e . . .- 3,816 1,324 220 316
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N
[Return No. 26.]

-
THE AGRICULTUEAYL LANDS PURCHASE ACT, 1600, and AMENDMENTS,

Porition of Eslales under the above Act, o 30k June, 1049,
[Antount Authoﬂsed £1,600,000.}

Receipta, Payments. Balances.
Esatates, Sale of ! Survey De-
Proceeds | "Lots, | In- Purchaga | Expenses,| bentures Amount | In In-
of De- | Rents, | terest. | Total. | Money. | Interest, Re- Total, dr"e" Hand. | vested,
bentures, ete, ete, deemed. AWD. \
£ £ £ £ £ 3 3 £ £
1,463 | ... 6,458 4,002 4,818 9,608 8,153 e |
115,565 | 8,417 | 108,931 | 40,040 | 61,021 | 49,940 | 160,019 8,012
48,306 [ ... 81,181 | 32,875] 33,300 | 82,875 | 09,140 | 17859 | ...
100,742,117,588 | 172,882 | 54,352 | 60,014 | 54352 | 180818 8,084
0,803 | 1,805 | 17,148 5,850 5,025 5,650 | 17,225 n
48,330 | .. 78,492 | 380,62 | 15654 | 380,182 | 75,678 2614 | ..
10,060 34 | 14,600 4,528 4,608 4,527 | 13,861 088 | ..
1,070 | 742 8,071 1,250 1,471 1,250 8,071
20,228 | 361 | 28,000 8820 | 10,208 8,320 | 26,936 1,078 .
2,609 15 5,650 2,735 2,850 2,734 8,328 2,769 | ..
19200 | .. 35460 | 16,170 | 14,077 30,247 5,218
7017 | 1,749 | 14118 4,452 5,218 452 | 14,120 2| ..
20,025 | 224 | 37735 | 16,586 | 15,485 32,071 5,664
41,610 | 3,881 | e6e610| 24119 21412 | 24219 | 60,850 W0 ..
11,444 | 4,303 | 22,747 7,000 8,747 7,000 | 22,747
45,175 | 12,008 | 79,103 | 22,000 | 26,388 | 22000 [ 70,366 8,827
2,083 | 108 7.354 | 4,208 4,198 8,488 r 17 1
1,087 90 2,870 1,704 1,577 3,841 an
5,828 | 1,450 | - 10,626 3,3507 8,350 6,700 3,017
700 700 625 1,325 825 | . -
80,050 | ... 72,310 | 42,260 | 86,407 78,687 6,357 | ...
365,815 | 16,162 | 521,477 | 240,000 | 165,702 | 140,000 | 445,792 .. |08
sor218 | .. | so7218 297,252 207,252 - o006 [ ..
477,607 [1,218,154 | 63,004 [1,750,355 | 477,507 §o1,262 | 387,300 (1,606,150 | 82,607 {121,888 | 3,017
£125,803
Credit Balance .... £93,198
- 1

[Return No. 27.]
DISSECTION OF CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND EXPENDITURE, 1040-41 TO 1047-48,

Ttem. 194142, | 194248, | 1043-44. | 104445, ’ 1045-48. | 1048-47. | 1947-48. | 1948-40.

] £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 3
Interest we e | 8,546,826 | 3,407,601 | 3,486,611 | 3,418,705 | 8,354,088 | 8,247,407 | 3,224,878 | 3,255,830
Sioking Fund ... ... 555,200 | 594,154 [ g06,080 | 71,028 | 720,732 | 758,381 | 810308 | 851,885
Exchange .. ... 488,242 | 407167 | sos,210 | bos1ed | 471,807 | 40e261 | 628,755 | 608,008
Unemployment Rellef 4,524 9,818 845 501 2n 381 744 058
Salarfes and Wages ... | 4,506,107 | 4,567,714 | 5,081,048 | 5,224,607 | 5,685,002 | 6,076,002 | 7,682,200 | 9,355,748
Materiala ... ... {1,088,18 | 1,260,910 | 1,472,261 | 1,022,746 | 1,876,115 | 1,84¢,285 | 2,350,837 | 2,731,607
Oramts ... . .. 151,198 | 151,250 | 172,440 215,840 | 625,598 | 950,948 | 1,177,468 | 1,306,536
Pensons .. .. 232,800 | 252,004 | 272,208 | 325931 | 8,842 | $60,000 | 417,800 | 508,524
All other ... ... |1,28541 | 2,288,408 | 2,008,765 | 1,928,804 | 1,345,978 | 1,205,988 | 1,080,172 | 2 689,022

Total we (11,088,881 (13,127,242 [13,651,164 [13,040,340 [14,407,657 |15,020,427 (18,002,302 [21,377,007
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[Return No, 28,) .
LOAN REPAYMENTS.
RECEIFTS AND EXPENDITURE.
Year ended 30th June. Receipts. Expenditure, Balance in Hand.
£ £ £

1928 154,108 164,108

1929 . 235,404 33,2097 356,215

© 1930 sou 153,683 216,647 203,151
1931 - 84,248 .- 377,398
1032 112,381 171,800 817,960
1983 h e e e 91,761 240,275 160,436
1934 . . . 100,935 215,740 46,631
1935 160,607 07,084 99,074
1936 vor 107,906 74,791 132,189
1937 . 122,975 78,876 176,788
938 .. .. e 134,462 - 164,825 156,426
1939 147,040 153,103 - 160,360
1940 127,470 101,086 176,744
1641 127,889 140,202 164,431
1942 . 171,232 89,867 245,798
1943 v 281,366 184,707 842,444
1944 - 256,163 198,396 s 309,701
1945 e ‘e . 207,075 222,403 384,283
1948 s 287,043 210,695 460,731
1947 190,503 192,818 458,418
1048 " - 498,087 282,166 674,348
1940 242,820 538,204 378,964

{Return No. 20.]

SuMMARY oF TRANSAOTIONS OF FUKDS, TEE EXPERDITUBE OF WHIOH 13 FOT SUBJEOT TO
PARLIAMENTARY- APPROPRIATION, YOR YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1949,

Fond Balance, lst Recsipts Payments | Balance, 30th
.- * July, 1948. during Year. | during Year. | Junme, 1949,

' £ £ £ £

Hospital Fund (s¢¢ Return No. 30)... 914,841 014,841

Forest Improvement and Reforestation

Fund (see Return No. 31) 39,274 181,921 220,002 393
Road Funds {sec Return No. 32} ... 1,664,262 1,655,061 1,631,184 1,588,129
Metropolitan Markets Trust ... ... 10,981 93,306 | (@) 22,186 12,1

Fremantle Harbour Trust ... 1,007,080 | (5) 1,097,060
Bunbury Harbour Board ... 3,305 20,626 21,179 2,762
1,617,012 3,892,806 8,907,362 1,603,485

() Includes payments on account of—Interest, £6,626, Sinkidg Fund, £1,603 and Profits, £178.
(5} Includes payments on acconnt of—Interest, £130,633, Sinking Fund, £30,984, Replacement
Fund, £2,000, aud Surplus Cash, £30,000,
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{Return No. 30.]

HOSPITAL FUND,—TRANSACTIONS DUBING THE Y2ARS 184445 To 194849,

2187

—— 194445, | 1945-48. | 1048—47. | 194748, | 1948-490,
Receipts. £ £ £ £ £
Balance from previous year ... 44,519 46,222 28,174 46,649
Hospital Tex Collections | 275750 | 275,750 | 326,750 | 825,750 | 326,750
Grants ... 20,000 20 000 143,000 | 259,007 581,656
Miscellaneous Recoipts ... 5,686 8 825 2,878 7,436 , 7,436
346,954 347,797 499,602 638,742 914,841
Payments.
Administration Expenditure A 3,458 4,171 7,302 8721 18,419
Hospitals Expenditure—
Departmental . 122,164 | 136,748 176,121 | 260,005 345,081
Non-Departmental Subsndms, etc 169,583 169,720 262,321 363,187 531,309
Migscellaneous . e 4,627 8,084 8,219 15,829 21,842
Balance at end of yea.r - . 44,222 28,174 48,649
346,954 347,797 409,602 638,742 914,841

[Return No, 81.]

FORESTS IMPROVEMENT AND RE-FORESTATION FUND—TRANSACTIONS DURING
THE YDARS 1944-45 10 1848-49.

—_ 1044-45. | 104546, | 104647, | 1047-48. | 1948-49,
Receipta. £ £ £ £ £
Balance from previous year e 68,502 8,643 1,402 57,703 39,3714
Appropriation fromm Revenue Fund | (8)43,051 | (¢) 93,375 |(d)161,383 | . 120,755 [{e) 124,072
Sundry Receipta ... 22,052 X 20,799 37,233 67,849
' 133,606 128,121 192,604 224,691 221,295
Payments.,
Expenditure on Forest Improve-
ments and Re—forestatmn dunng
the year ... - e | 125052 | 126,710 | 134,801 185,317 | 220,902
Balance at end of year e o 8,643 1,402 57,703 30,374 393
133,606 128,121 192,694 224,691 221,295

{b) Includes Special Grant, £15,000,
{¢) Includes Special Grant, £45, 000,

* (d) Inoludes Special Gmnt £30,000.

{e) Includes Special Gmnt £33,000.
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TReturn No, 32,]
ROAD FUNDS,—~TBANSACTIONS DURING THE YEAR 1048-49,

Maln Roads | Federal Ald | Commen- Matropoll-
Particulars, Trust Roads wealth Ald | tan Tr]:,mc Total. *
Accounts, | ASreement Roads Trust
Acoount. Accounta. Aceount.
£ £ 1 £ £
Balances from Year 104748 _._ o, - 309,787 380,760 002,822 90,883 1,504,262
Beceipta eAr—
License Fees and Permita ., . s 10,504 203,254 808,758
Reconpe by Locsd Authoritjes ... eren 20,251 e raes 20,251
Commonwealth Govnmant anps 4,741 4,741
Commonwealth Grant - 1,328,811 . 1,326,811
Other Recelpts in nspanse kA -

' 485,283 380,780 2,019,133 984,137 3,210,513
‘Trapsfer to Other Funds ,, ... e 68,404 |+ . 3,880 71,824
Transfers from Other Funrfl - 71,824 e 71,824

Totals ... - 507,107 380,760 1,080,839 370,807 3,210,313

Payments during year—

dmlnlstrnﬂon. Plant, Ofice Eanipment,

6,028 17,205 35,773 80,047 90,341

Transferred to Consolidatsd Revenue Fund s 58,494 58,404

Treasury—Intereat, and Sinking Fond ... 5,556 - 5,656
]lnad Oonstmeuon. Maintenance, Surveys,

e “ w i Btal. 78,624 327,442 790,002 . 1,105,083

Distd utjons” Local nmcry .

Authorities o 50,840 - 220,248 280,088

Other Payments In Snspenae 740 740

Totals . - “ e 160,545 844,737 825,776 810,127 1,681,184

* Balances In hand at 30th June, 1940 86560,602 86,028 |. 1,134,864 80,680 1,688,129

[Return No. 38.)

Torar Ner COLLEOTIONS OF STATB TAXATION TAKEN TO THE CoNsoLpATED REVENUE Fowp,
TRUST ACCOUNTS, AND SPECIAL ACCOUNTS, FoR THE Y EAR ENDED 30TH JURE, 1949,

. Paid Paid to .

Particulars. ' to C.R. | Trust or | Total. T:’ﬁ?:&'
. Fund. | Special pa @

Acccunts. ¢
£ £ L £ 8 d.
Probate and Succession Duties ... .- | 359,386 369,386 13 9
QOther Stamp Dutioca .- | 500,745 500,745 19 2
Land Tax ... 131,783 131,783 5 0
Income Tux—Commonwealth Ram:l.bursement (s) 4,494,632 4,494,632 gl2 o
Liquor Licenses ... ee .| 129,789 128,789 5 0

Racing— . -

St.aanp Duty on Betting Ticketa e e 28,128 28,125 11
Totalisator Duty e | 177,817 177,817 6 10
Totalisator Licenses ... * 2,277 2,277 1
Stamp Duty on Tote Dmclends 1,911 1,911 1
Motor Taxation ... 20,226 | 660,812 | 690,138 1 6 b
Gther Vehicles 8,400 8,400 4

Entertmnmonts—ﬂommonwwlth Relmbnrsement ()] (3] e
Vermin Tax . e - - 28,169 36,169 1 6
Fruit Fly Eradxcat:on 5,600 5,500 2
Eicenges, not elsewhere mcluded e . 19,414 17,414 3
5,873,105 710,981 | 6,584,086 12 12 0

{a) This amount includes arrears of State Income Tax, £8,670; Goldmining Profite Tax,
... ; Financial Emergency Tax, £2,518; and Hoapltal Tax, £985: Total, £12,[43
From this Commonwealth Reimbursement Grant an amount of £887,019 was pmd to
Hospital Trust Fund.
(d) Now part of Income Tax—Commonwealth Reimbursement.
(¢} Based on estimated mean population for year 1948-49, viz,, 522,500.
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[Return No, 34.) i
STATEMENT SmowiNG REoRIPTS ?mor;a CoMMONWRALTH, 1901-02 To 1948-49,

Contri- | Contri- { Surplos ‘| Payment | Special o?m Grant
Year béntion to| bution Raﬁa:uo ]})er Payment forred Under Total
inking | towards ead, to M

. Prop- | Bec. 96,

. Fund. | Intorest. | turned, | 25/-. | W.A. | _gob

PerIoD CovERED BY BraDDON CLAUWSE,

£ I £ l £ l £ £ £ | £ £
1801-02 to 1910-11' e 118,872,722 . I | . l 8,872,722
Pzariov Coverep Y Pk CaPrra PAYMENTS AND SPEOIAL PAYMENT To W.A.
1811-12 to 1928-27| PP | e | . 6,632,264 |2,556,248 | 462,010 | 565,905 |10,216,427 ¢
Periop CovEreEp BY FINANOIAL AQREEMENT ACT.
1927-28 . 77,908 | $483,286 25,716 | 300,000 836,960
1928-29 ... 01,698 | {463,578 47,868 | 300,000 903,044
1929-30 ... 97,863 | 473,432 e | 300,000 871,206
1930-31 ... . 106,168 | 473,432 . 300,000 879,698
1931-32 ... ... | 118,848 | 473,432 300,000 802,378
1832-33 ... .. | 126,781 | 473,432 . 500,000 | 1,100,213
1833-34 ... .. | 136,828 | 473,432 iae 600,000 | 1,210,258
1834-36 ... ... | 143,871 | 473,432 {§133,000 £ eee 600,000 | 1,350,303
1935-36 ... . | 151,247 | 473,432 | §35,000 800,000 | 1,469,679
1936-37 ... ... | 167,016 | 473,432 | §33,000 500,000 | 1,163,448
1937-38 ... . | 182,624 | 473,432 578,000 | 1,210,858
1838-38 ... e | 167,013 | 473,432 670,000 | 1,210,445
193940 ... v | 174,785 | 473,432 595,000 | 1,243,107
1940-41 ... oo | 177,423 | 473,432 Yo 650,000 | 1,300,856
194142 ... ... | 181,808 | 473,432 - - 630,000 | 1,285,240
184243 ... ... | 183,295 | 473,432 | 800,000 | 1,458,727
194344 ... e | 183,822 | 473,432 850,000 | 1,607,354
194445 ... e | 192,447 | 473,432 904,000 | 1,669,878
184040 ... | 185,900 | 473,432 (@)012,659 950,000 | 2,521,891
194647 ... ... | 188,838 | 473,432 1,873,000 | 2,635,270
194748 ... o | 197,182 | 473,432 e 2,877,000 | 3,647,684
194849 ... . | 204,885 | 473,432 e 3,600,000 | 4,278,117
Total, 22 years ... |3,407,074 (10,416,504| 201,000 912,559 73,643 |19,474,000(34,484,880

* Firat complate year under Federation. t Including £868,063 from Special Tariff provided under
the Conatitution of the Commonwealth for § years after the imposition of uniform Costoms duties,
1 Special payment under States Grant Act, pending passing of the Financial Agreement Aot.
Proportion of Commonwealth Surplus distributed to States.
(a) Special payment under the States Grants (Income Tax Reimbursement) Act, 1942,

\

GRraNTs FoR' Roaps, UNEMPLOYMENT, AND ASSBISTANOR TO INDUSTRIES POR YEAR 1048-48—Paln
10 TRUST Fonns,

£
Commonwealth 4id Boed Act— , -
Contributiona from Petrol Tax
, For Roads

e e e 1,326,311

7] ) *



or BoowL SravioEs—Yman 1948-49,

[Return No. 85.) CosTt
Exponditure : i

I Indirest. Direct, Net Cost per
Service, Lia- Con- Trast . Receipts. Ex- Head.

ility. iture.

bility. Intorest | Sinking | solidated | end Total. penditure

x- Fund. Revenus | Special .
change. . | Accounta. *)
l.—Edusation— £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ £ a d
{a) Education Department and Schools ... | 1,865,013 67,925 14,043 | 1,663,750 1,835,718 74,097 | 1,661,821 3 87
(5) University - s . e 43,213 1,573 339 117,968 119,880 . 119,880 | 0 4 7
(¢} Technical Edaeation ... o 217,102 7,907 1,682 200,466 210,054 24,768 185208 | 0 7 1
{d) Agrioultural Education s e 139,433 6,078 1,127 31,881 38,068 25,502 12474 0 O 6
{e) Library, Museum, Observatory 35,966 1,310 303 19,196 20,809 465 20344 | 0 0 9
{f) Deaf, Dumb and Blind . 884 82 7 3,300 3,339 " 3339 0 0 2
Total 1 ... s - | 2,301,601 83,825 17,601 | 2,026,640 2,127,866 124,012 | 2,002,064 | 318 8
2.—Health, Hoapuak and Charities—
(a) Public Health .., e 7,91% 288 67 142,278 142,633 27,665 116078 ( 0 4 &
(b) Care of Sick and Mentally Aﬂhcted
Health of Mothers and C]nld.ren 2,633,633 92,273 |. 19,433 285,641 | 1,078,664 { 1,476,911 218,180¢%| 1,257,731 2 81
(¢} Recreation Facilities .., 13,000 13,000 13,000 0 0 6
{d) Relief of Aged, Indigent and Inﬁrm
Child Welfare . .- - 114,866 4,183 919 191,133 186,236 56,608 188,727 | 0 5 3
{¢) Miner's Phthisis 40,676 49,676 490676 | 0 111
(f) Natives... s 114,282 4,182 069 120,364 125,495 20,275 06220 0 3 8
{g) Unemployment Reliof... .. .. 1,858 1,859 216 1443 0 0 1
Total 2 ... e | 2,770,600 100,906 21,388 803,660 | 1,078,664 | 2,004,508 331,734 [ 1,672,774 3 4 0
3.—Law, Order and Public Safely— ’

{a) Administration of Justice ... . 46,631 1,805 392 165,011 167,008 177,871 |Cr.10,273 |Cr.0 O ©
{b) Polica ... . . 198,908 7,244 1,850 520,166 529,060 87,662 461,128 017 8
(¢) Gaols and Reformat.ones 88,708 3,231 747 33,835 87,013 5,877, 81,938 03 2
(d) Public Safety ... 46,572 46,672 15,826 30,7146 | 0 1 2
Total 3 ... s e 334,143 12,170 2,789 815,384 830,343 266,626 563,817 1117
Graxp ToTaL .. | 5,408,344 186,901 41,678 | 3,646,874 | 1,078,664 | 4,862,717 723,172 [ 4239645 | 8 2 3

(*} Based oa &ttima:ted mean population for ye.'u: 194849, viz., 522,500.

(1) Includes £163,723, Patients’ Fees paid to Hospital Fund,
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[Return No. 86.]

RAILWAYS,~StaTEMENT SHOwING ToXNAGE aND EarNiNgs o8 Goops Carmimp,

194445, 104846, 104647, 104748, 1648-40,
r
Clase of T o Tonnage. of o of T P f Tonn ft-nse
'onnage. ., 'onnage, 'oonnage, 0 'onnage. a
Total. Total, : Total. ¢ Total, Total.
Coal, Coke, and Charcoal . 267,675 0-21 07,805 11-27 342,188 18-28 361,607 12 -66 878,816 |  13-77
Om and Oihﬂ' mnmh . 214,280 7-98 278,080 10-20 240,522 9:48 106,208 487 226,085 8-20
‘Wool - 94,5626 1-19 36,433 1-38 82,856 1-28 86,148 1-26 98,433 1-40
Hay, Sh-aw. and Ghll 55,038 }-038 88,235 140 31,519 1-22 30,074 105 3L,371 1-16
‘Wheat — 801,887 27-81 671,272 20-94 446,003 17-48 688,011 20 -43 600,786 1863
Other Grain and Flou.r T sougTs 6-03 | 178818 868 | 170,777 8.6 | 215342 7-54 | 105,046 7-18
Firewood . 102,380 §-52 93,421 3-42 84,521 8:28 105,210 368 01,580 8-36
Local Timber . 228,287 7-60 251,778 0-23 254,278 8-87 272,234 258 230,464 842
Imported Timber - o 17 -01 840 03 443 02 770
Fruit and Gatden Produoe oy 98,770 3:40 107,737 3-85 107,062 4-16 99,804 348 115,801 4-23
Fartlilsars , s 209,088 §-00 260,613 065 220,878 8-57 260,482 0 -43 238,815 854
All other goods ... s o e | 70L048 | 24-14 | eomie2 | 23-12 | 634058 | 24-60 | 887,148 2405 | 685,844 25 .06
Tot!l - — 2,004,481 | 100-00 | 2,727,702 | 100-00 | 2,576,036 | 100-00 | 2,857,679 104 00 | 2,736,720 100-00
104445, 194540, 194647, 104748, 194840,
Claes of Goods. Percentage Percentage Peroenhge Pareentaga Percentage
Earnings. of Earnlngs. Earnings. Earnings. Euarnings, of
Total. ® Total. Total Tor.al. Tatal.
£ £
Coal, Coke, and Charcoal . 169,716 8-02 174,454 8-756 218, 8:03 280,102 7-50 800,802 8:54
Ores and othu lnnernlu 88,109 3-82 100,810 424 110,330 [* - 4-88 137,823 450 140,710 390
‘Wool 92,4008 3-48 97,104 8-76 ,820 L3444 | 104,800 342 127,018 8 -60
Hay, Btmw. and Chﬂﬂ o 42,980 1-82 X 1-18 25,6807 C -4 28,845 78 31,600 80
Wheat 400,922 16-00 874,102 14-48 £01,072 10-68 361,267 11-79 873,795 1061
Othar Gnln m F]Oll! - ane . 108,220 7407 101,455 |, 8-e2 100,404 3-88 130,602 428 147,637 419
Flrowood - e s 80,945 1-17 25,138 1-13 30,075 1-18 40,738 1-33 46,8490 1-30
Local Tlmber - 211.219 7-05 210,426 8-48 283,000 8:55 245,005 8-02 245,720 607
Imported Tim - o - 1 -0l 505 02 686 02 198 03
Frolt and Guden Produce . 119.840 4-49 126,418 4-88 127,148 4:47 114,460 3-74 1561471 | «» 4-30
Fartillsers .., ooy . oo - 62,154 2-84 73,818 3-05 68,368 - 851 27 207 805 2-38
All othu goods ... - o . 1,339.885 60-45 1,245,667 48-15 1,418,483 o1-97 1,601,066 ol -04 .374,442 58 -20
‘Total — . 2,665,008 | 100-00 | 2,686,030 | 100-00 | 2,726,087 10000 | 8,005,009 100 -00 | 8,624,087 100 -00

['6%6T ‘@raxaraag 91)
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Returzr No. 37.]

TRADE, PRODUCTION, POPULATION, Ero.

1939-40. 1840-41, 104142, ‘ 1942-43. ‘ 194344, 1 104445, ‘ 1945-46. 1046—47. 194748, 194849,
Railway and Tramway :

Revenue £3,802,385 | £3,008,540 | £4,301,502 | £4,918,122 | £4,034,029 | £4,780,818 | £4,665,321 | £4,460,926 | £6, 054 677 | £6,173,007
Railway Mileage (Route) ... 4,381 4,381 4,381 4,381 4,381 4,381 4,381 4,348 4,348 4,321
goo{ exrg;rt?h ( )_ . | £4,131,875 | £1,659,685 | £5,433 041 £2,378,627 | £5,879,687 £4,563,439 | £9,057,030 | £10,260,373 | £16,621, 984 £21,634,004

ool produced (¢ .

(quantity—Iba.} | 76,400,000 | 69,427,000 | 77,627,000 | 95,718,000 | 102,760,000 | 84,141,000 | 82,067,200 | 80,000,000 89,000,000 | 83,000,000
{value) | £4,054,720 | £3,858,084 | £4,164,160 | £5,967,440 | £6,370,720 | £5,256,927 | £5,211,793 | £7,000,000 | £14,640,000 | £18,731,000
Wheat preduced (hushels) 40,861,000 | 21,606,000 | 37,500,000 | 20,600,000 | 16,550,000 | 15,926,000 | 20,929,000 | 23,800,000 34,600,000 | 36,250,000
Wheat produced (value) ... | £7,260,316 | £4,182255 | £7.344,067 | £4,754,380 | £4,523,470 | £3,963,030 | £6,625,456 | £10,890,000 | £20,956,000 ()
Hay produced (tons) ... 475,677 376,143 414,115 271,967 314,359 338,912 287,478 280,252 267,901 277,320
Gold produced (b) (value)* | £12,056,931 | £12,000,091 | £10,770,979 | £7,167,716 | £5,068,476 | £5,018,160 | £5,363,214 | £7,419,077 £7,322,192 | £7,468,877
Coal produced {value) ... £361,162 £367,403 £431,005 £475,078 £523,712¢ £598,604 £632,180 £711,351 £847,082 £930,626
Other Minerals produced (c) £129,636 £238,733 £157,621 £160,868 £201,000 £250,231 | © £327,082 £323,778 £440,454 (e}
Timber exported .». - £628,352 £760,876 £699,68] £6085,940 £613,994 £570,028 £722,090 £863,140 | £1,000,073 | £1,008,760
Timber produced ... £1,318, 598 £1,301,777 | £1,333,987 | £1,269,932 | £1,343,873 | £1,339,182 | £1,412,6877 1 £1,714,149 | £2,114,257 {e)
Number of Sheept 9, 574 ,433 9,610,272 9,722,780 | 10,424,385 | 11,102,838 | 10,049,587 9,765,073 9,787,002 | 10,448,798 | 10,872,640
Number of Cattlef 799,175 788,028 839,731 831,231 870,039 852,583 833,667 811,948 816,610 864,019
Number of Horses} . 139,207 130,057 124,402 112,782 106,743 96,528 88,180 80,746 74,637 . 88,618
Area of land gelected (acres) 305,213 246,365 172,129 123,944 197,373 231,400 229,022 568,676 703,160 804,128
Ares of land leased {acres) 2,785,988 2,509,276 2,244,369 1,665,497 1,902,737 1,960,825 1,168,645 5,128,710 5,233,085 6,786,119
Area of land under cultiva- ’

tion (d) . 16,112,071 | 16,931,281 | 16,085,061 (e) (e) {e) 13,860,663 | 14,621,424 | 165,223,328 | 185,901,130
Area of land under cmp

{acres) 4,286,035 3,988,308 3,816,522 2,784,000 2,744,000 2,756,000 | 2,875,048 3,532,445 3,936,118 4,102,348
Tonnage Bhipping, Inwards | 3,719,116 | 3,040,611 | 2,545,823 | 1,435,241 | 1,685,936 500,820 | 2,378,266 | 2,532,760 | 3,738,008 (e)
Tonnage Shipping, Outwards| 3,751,135 3,087,389 2,607,742 1,467,485 1,679,656 1,528,338 2,472,048 2,646,285 3,431,319 {e)
Ezxports, including Gold .... | £24,576,754 | £24,830,470 | £25,361,484 | £16,362,003 £19,632,14€ | £19,403,033 | £26,544,880 | £20,720,015 | £55,731,230 | £66,715,827
Exports, excluding Gold .... | £12,473,441 | £12,191,668 | £14,964,806 | £8,435,851 | £15,833,325 | £10,380,608 | £26,615,024 | £20,639,279 | £51,852,585 £56,664,662
mports (Auatra.lian Cur- -

rency)* ... | £20,008,720 | £18,614,730 | £18,250,537 | £16,093,080 | £17,198,337 | £18,039,357 | £21,628,140 | £30,691,007 | £42,810,781 | £62,028,845
Savings Bank Deposws oo | £10,039,271 | £10,193,000 | £12,153,422 | £17,468,5635 | £20,346,800 | £21,262,760 | £32,917,664 | £26,140,983 | £26,773,839 | £28,380,1456
Savings Bank Withdrawals | £10,641,171 | £0,657,739 | £11,000,730 | £11,626,377 | £13,786,931 | £15,826,571 | £26,974,801 | £28,426,318 | £27,810,784 | £27,634,325
Po u]atlon end of Financial .

ear® 473,254 474,791 476,983 475,281 481,530 487,692 492,510 502,480 . 515,302 630,000

* Revised. + Preliminary figures, liable to revision, t As at 31lst December of year first mentioned. {b) Australian Currency Value.

{¢) Calendar year first mentioned.

(d) Area cropped, cleared, fallowed, ringbarked, etc.

(¢) Not available.
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